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PREFACE, 



In this book the whole argument of the existence 
of the disembodied spirit, and our immortality, is 
grounded upon the existence of the Deity. The 
two subjects stand in close relation to each other. 
It will be seen, however, by the second chapter, 
that the existence of the Deity is not assumed, but 
proved ; the writer being convinced, that whilst 
such a mode of proceeding is unobjectionable to 
doubtful minds, it forms a foundation all the 
more solid and enduring for the faith of others 
to rest upon. Neither is any passage of Scripture 
quoted till its sacred character is established, and 
its claims to divine authority proved. Care has 
also been taken to avoid speculation; and the 
writer wishes to state that the book is the result 
of his life-thoughts upon a subject which, even 
in boyhood days, was always one of pleasing 
interest to his mind. Respecting its publication, 
he would briefly state that it was said of Haydon 
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the artist, that he was very desirous of having his 
name associated with some national work of art. 
When the order was given for paintings to adorn 
the walls of the House of Commons, he applied 
to have the honour of painting one of them ; but 
if this were denied, that he might paint a figure 
on the canvas ; if this were not allowed, that he 
might put on a few touches ; if that could not be 
granted, that he might mix the colours for the 
artists ; but if all these were not permitted, that 
he might hold their brushes. In like manner, 
the writer of this book will be abundantly satisfied 
if what he has written tend, even in a slight 
degree, to increase the interest of the subject of 
our immortality in the mind of one of his readers. 
The advancement of science during the past 
century has thrown considerable light on some 
of the subjects spoken of in Scripture ; and if 
it be not a fair question whether the revelations 
of science do not improve our understanding of 
those subjects, surely it is a fit conclusion that, 
as reward has crowned the investigations of 
science, we ought to see if any success can be 
obtained in the study of higher things. *To 
him that hath shall be given, and from him that 
hath not shall be taken away even that which he 
hath,* are the words of Scripture ; and though 
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the means are small, yet the writer encourages 
himself by the recollection of the result which 
followed in connection with the statement of a 
disciple, who, with a limited view of the means, 
said, ' There is a lad here which hath five barley 
loaves and two small fishes, but what are they 
among so many?' 



Chelmsford, ^/r// 22, 1867. 
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CHAPTER 1. 

THE FAILURE OF SCEPTICISM. 

|0 live-— to have a conacious beii^ — to 
exist as a rational and observant indi- 
vidual — iSf apart from the evils which 
in this world are in some degree connected with 
life^ the greatest boon which infinite wisdom, un- 
limited power, and exuberant goodness could 
bestow. But to think t>f ceasing to have a con* 
scious existence, is, rightly^ the mOst appalling 
thought that can exist in a thinking mind ; 
hence, viewing life only in respect to this first 
stage of existence, the greatest penalty we can 
inflict for transgression of human law, is the 
destruction of human life, by means of what we 
term capital punishment We may, therefore, 
boldly affirm, that of all the subjects which 
engage our attention, there is not one so in- 
teresting and important as that which opens out 
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to our expectation the preservation and unceas- 
ing duration of our personal identity after the 
death of the body. Our time is well spent, and 
our thoughts are profitably occupied, when we 
are contemplating our great after-life, viz, the 
existence of the disembodied spirit. 

It is true that we have heard of some men 
supposing that death is the entire destruction of 
the life of man ; but, really, all sober-minded 
men are obliged to acknowledge, that no humble 
inquirer after truth will fail to recognise the 
divine authenticity of the Bible, and conse- 
quently its plain and weighty declarations re- 
specting man's immortality. A distinguished 
living writer, Mr. Samuel Warren, Q.C., says : 
' The doctrine of materialism is not now that of 
the philosophical world ; and I think the number 
of the votaries of that doctrine, never great, is 
fast declining. The philosophy of the present 
age does not pretend to see anything impossible 
or unreasonable in the soul's absolute indepen- 
dence of the body, with which it is so incompre- 
hensibly united, and from which it so mysteri- 
ously takes its departure.' In addition to this, 
we may state that the plain deductions of com- 
mon sense, even of a less abstruse character 
than that which we employ in everyday life. 
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convince us that the wondrous contrivances, 
necessary adjustments, pleasing beauties, and 
marvellous unity of nature, have their origin in 
the mind of an all-wise, all-powerful, and eternal 
Spirit, who manifestly has ulterior designs to 
accomplish respecting his favourite creature — 
man. So that an unbeliever in another state 
of existence for man after death, is seldom met 
with in the respectable ranks of educated and 
thinking men. Indeed, to the writer of these 
pages, it has always appeared that the individual 
who attempts to induce the world to disbelieve 
in the immortality of the human spirit and the 
existence of the Deity, as commonly understood 
by Christians, has a thankless task to perform, 
and is like a man beating feathers against a 
brass wall, with a view to demolish it There is 
nothing in the whole range of nature, whether in 
the mineral, vegetable, or animal kingdom, but 
what is subject to certain unalterable laws, by 
which its very constitution is distinguished, and 
its existence recognised. The chemist explains 
coal as a carboniferous deposit, possessed of the 
properties of combustion. The botanist speaks 
of the seed deposited in the earth, and its sub- 
sequent development into a plant, crowned with 
rich blossoms, according to the laws which regu- 
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late its class ; and the naturalist will descant on 
the construction of the bodies of animals and 
their habits. All these things are the recognised 
and unalterable n^anifestations of their inherent 
nature. So it is with man, the highest creature 
connected with the world. His body and his 
mind are actuated by laws and principles which 
have ever been identified with his existence. It 
IS natural for his body to crave food and warmth ; 
aiid it is natural, and fully in accordance with 
the unchanging laws of his mental or spiritual 
nature, to worship and adore a Deity. All history 
proves this. Step into your garden, and you 
notice a small spidef* under the broad leaf of a 
hollyhock. There is a soft gluey fluid in the 
abdomen of his body, which, when the little 
creature presses its legs upon its sides, flows 
through six spinerets, and directly it becomes 
stiffened by the atmosphere, is drawn into a 
silken thread, which, lighter than the thistle 
down, floats in the sunshine until the farthest 
end catches against some distant leaf of a plant, 
to which it adheres. Now a bridge is formed, 
in passing over which, to and fro, the spider still 
further strengthens, and then constructs his web. 
You admire the incident which has been natural 
to the little cfeature ever since spiders were in the 
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world. Turning from the garden, yoa walk near 
some cathedral or sanctuary of worship. You 
hear the sounds of the pealing, organ mingling 
with human voices, and entering the sacred 
edifice, you catch the words of the hymn : 

* Being of beings ! may our praise 

Thy courts with grateful fragrance fill ; 

Still may we stand before thy face, 
Still hear and do thy sovereign will ; 

To Thee may all our thoughts arise, 
Ceaseless, accepted sacrifice V 

In the garden you admired what you saw ; 
but here, in the sanctuary, your nature is carried 
away with the appropriate character of the pro- 
ceedings before you. Your mind and feelings 
are irresistibly drawn to join in the sacred song, 
and, whilst it rises as incense to the skies, 
you feel that you are engaged in the noblest 
work of which your nature is capable, and swell- 
ing the sounds of that ascription of praise which 
proceeds from the tongues of the higher intelli- 
gences of heaven. The distinction between the 
incident in the garden, and that in the sanctuary, 
is great in degree, but both are the manifesta- 
tion of one principle, viz. natural instinct ; and 
whether we contemplate the buzzing insect in 
the field, or the angel who waves his wings of 
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fire in heaven, we are but recognising the opera- 
tion of a law peculiar to each. It is as natural for 
man to worship as it is for the flowers to bloom. 
Hence, when we find a human being unin- 
iluenced and uncontrolled by the convention- 
alities of life, as in the case of childhood and 
idiocy, we have the strongest manifestation of 
religious impulsions. It may, therefore, be 
affirmed, without fear of contradiction, that 
there are certain things intuitively impressed 
upon the spirit of man, which, according to 
his nature, never can be erased, viz. a belief 
in the existence of God, a feeling of satisfac- 
tion when engaged in worshipping Him, a 
conviction of the immortality of the soul, and 
the natural unfitness of man for death. To 
deny these things is to deny man's nature. 
Man himself reveals God. For this reason 
deism and infidelity have never flourished, 
and never can succeed. A man might as well 
try to reverse the order of the seasons as to 
unnaturalize a creature, whether animate or in- 
animate ; and he will better succeed in keeping 
back the rising tide of the ocean, or plucking 
the stars from the brow of heaven, than altering 
one of the laws of nature, or the great principles 
which actuate the human mind. Infidelity is a 
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.morbid condition of mind — a mind blunted and 
lost to everything that is beautiful, fine, good, 
just, and true. Uninfluenced as it is by the 
plain deductions of common sense, and unim- 
pressed with the grandeur and music of the 
universe, it presents itself to the world as a 
loathsome venomous serpent ; and, persisting 
in a contemptible course of sneering sophistry, 
indicative of its own blindness, it would fain 
crawl over the fairest flowers cultivated in the 
human heart, cover them with its deadly slime, 
or blast them with its envenomed breath. 

A determined infidel is to be loathed like a 
determined murderer ; but there is a class of 
sceptics which needs our sympathy. If a man's 
nature is so hard and blunted that he is not im- 
pressed like ordinary persons ; if he humbly 
feels he cannot believe what others so readily 
and implicitly embrace, he is deserving of our 
commiseration. But if he haughtily steels hini- 
self against religious conviction, argues against 
it, and teaches what may be termed sceptical 
doctrines, then he forfeits his claim upon our 
sympathy, and earns for himself our just in- 
dignation. Southey, the murderer, when stand- 
ing at the assize bar, made a long speech, to the 
effect that he had a right to indulge in his con* 
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victions, and had a right to kill his two children 
and to shoot his wife. It was manifest from 
this that the morbid condition of his mind had 
reached the point when he became dangerous 
to society. It is precisely the same with the 
determined infideL Instead of mourning over 
his hardness, and confessing his want of moral 
sensitiveness, he further hardens his heart, and 
then begins to ai^ue that he has a right to be 
what he is, and to teach others to feel as he 
does. He, like the murderer, has then reached 
the point when the moral disease of his nature 
has become dangerous, and the words of the 
poet are correct : 

* Ah, me ! the laurelled wreath that murder wears, 
Blood-nurs'd, and watered by the widow's tears, 
Seems not so foul, so tainted, or so dread. 
As waves the nightshade round the sceptic's head.' 

The existence of God is demonstrated by the 
laws and harmony of the universe, and the evi- 
dences of design ; but if the sceptic rejects this 
class of reasoning, as some men of modern times 
have endeavoured to do, he must embrace a 
greater difficulty, because he must start with 
mind instead of matter. Mind is the true image 
of the Deity ; and thus the very appeals which 
atheists make to reason, proclaim the soul of 
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man to be the ruling and noblest part of our 
being. When we recognise a mind in man 
independent of matter— which we are obliged 
to do when we reject arguments based upon 
the material universe, — ^the very argument is 
demonstrated which the sceptic seeks to dis- 
prove; and it must then be admitted that matter 
is the offspring of mind. 

If a man says he disbelieves in ' the life ever- 
lasting/ he must, to preserve consistency in his 
belief, also disbelieve in God ; the two cannot 
be separated. There is more consistency in 
atheism than scepticism ; because, to believe in 
a Supreme Being, who is the creator and pre- 
server of all things, and yet to deny his inte- 
rest in man, the masterpiece of creation, is to 
make the truth a lie ; is to believe that the 
Deity is more observant of matter than intellect, 
and more interested in senseless things than 
living thinking beings. It is insanity to sup- 
pose that God, who, we see, is continually ope- 
rating around us in wisdom and power, would 
yet leave the intellect of man in darkness and 
uncertainty concerning his Maker, -or concern- 
ing his own life and destiny. Disbelieve the 
Bible, you must disbelieve in God ; because you 
snap a link in the chain of reason, to break 
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which is to destroy the whole. We shall, how- 
ever, here and there through life, meet with a 
man who says he can believe nothing except 
what he bodily knows ; but we need look upon 
such a man in no other light than one who is 
like the poor hypochondriac who believes his 
head is turned the wrong way, or that his 
body has assumed the magnitude of a hippopo- 
tamus. 

Without any further observations, we will 
proceed to the elucidation of our subject, by 
observing that the gist of the argument for the 
existence of a disembodied spirit lies in the 
following three propositions : — 

« 

I. Whether there is such a thing as 

AN ETERNAL, THINKING, ACTING SPIRIT, 
DISCONNECTED WITH A MATERIAL STRUC- 
TURE ? 

II. Whether man is an embodied spirit ? 
III. Whether a spirit which exists in 

A BODY CAN LEAVE IT, AND THUS BE- 
COME A DISEMBODIED SPIRIT ? 

If the first of these .premises be proved, there 



OF SCEPTICISM. . 13 

will be little reason for doubting the second, and 
still less the third ; because the doctrine of the 
immortality of man may be regarded as resting 
on the same foundation as the existence of the 
Deity, 




II. 



Js i^ttt a Spirit apart fxam a 
P;atmal S^ixntinxtf 




CHAPTER II. 

IS THERE AN ETERNAL, THINKING, ACTING 
SPIRIT, PISCONNECTED WITH A MATERIAL 
BOPy ? 

jT is a fact that nearly all our great 
modem discoveries have been made 
by deduction. No man has been able 
to actually measure the distance of the earth 
from the moon, or from the sun ; yet it is done 
so nicely by deduction, that an eclipse of either 
of the latter two can be foretold to a moment. 
The velocity with which light travels was ascer- 
tained by deduction. The discovery of the 
planet Neptune— ^the outmost member of the 
solar system — ^was made by Leverrier through 
deduction. Deduction, indeed, is the language 
by which God speaks to man. But valuable as 
it is, and useful as it proves, every day of our 
life, in chemistry and the higher sciences, yet 
there is nothing more directly and completely 
ignored by the sceptic. By deduction we per- 
ceive that there is a supernatural power or 

B 
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Divine Spirit. We do not see this Spirit 
There are things of a material character which 
we cannot see; so, much more that which is 
purely immaterial. We do not see the air, yet 
we know there is such a thing. It expands our 
chest, and supports our life; comes sometimes 
as gentle zephyrs upon our brow, and at other 
times sweeps by us in the tornado, exerting a 
strength far beyond our own. On the other 
hand we see what we cannot feel. Light travels, 
and is an active thing, yet we cannot feel it. It 
makes figure and impression on the photo- 
grapher's sensitized plate, and thus engraves the 
image of a person; biit what that power is which 
conveys the figure and very expression of the 
countenance to the plate, is beyond the mind 
to comprehend. There are seeds as small as 
grains of sand ; yet, when they are developed 
into full life, they differ in form, colour, smell, 
and medicinal properties. It is manifest, there- 
fore, that in each seed there exists all these 
properties; yet, because they are beyond our 
detection we cannot deny their existence. If, 
then, our gross senses fail to detect all the 
material things around us, how shall we expect 
to see or feel that Spirit-power from which they 
spring ? 
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* " No man hath seen God at any time," and 
this/ says Archdeacon Paley, * makes the great 
difficulty. The Deity, it is true, is the object of 
none of our senses ; but reflect what limited 
capacities animal senses are. Many animals 
seem to have but one sense, or perhaps two at 
the most — ^touch and taste. Ought such ani- 
mals to conclude against the existence of odours, 
sounds, and colours? To another species is 
given the sense of smelling. This is an advance 
in the knowledge and powers of the properties 
of nature; but if this favoured animal should 
infer from its superiority over the class last 
described, that it perceived everything which 
was perceptible in nature, it is known to us, 
though perhaps not suspected by the animal 
itself, that it proceeded upon a false and pre- 
sumptuous estimate of its faculties. To another 
is added the sense of hearing, which lets in a 
class of sensations eatirely unconceived by the 
animal before spoken of, not only distinct, but 
greatly superior to them. Yet this animal has 
no more ground for believing that its senses 
comprehend all things, and all properties of 
things which exist, than might have been 
claimed by the tribes of animals beneath it; 
for we know that it is still possible to possess 
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another sense — ^that of sight — ^which shall dis- 
close to the percipient another world. This fifth 
sense makes tlie animal what the human animal 
IS ; but to infer that possibility stops here, that 
either this fifth sense is the last sense, or that 
the five comprehend all existence, is just as un- 
warrantable a conclusion as that which might 
have been made by any of the different species 
which possessed fewer, or even by that, if such 
there be, which possessed only one. The con- 
clusion of the one-sense animal, and the con- 
clusion of the five-sense animal, stand upon the 
same authority. There may be more and other 
senses than those which we have.' 

We must therefore admit that it is a difiicult 
matter to deny the existence of spirit ; and the 
reason of this is, because the properties of spirit 
do not come within the range of our senses. 
But we must not for this reason be sceptical. 
Go into the chemist's laboratory, and ascertain 
what the science of chemistry can teach us 
about matter. The analytical chemist might 
point to a dozen glass vessels all full of some- 
thing, and yet the simple spectator might 
suppose they contained nothing. He shall dip 
a lighted taper into one, and it is immediately 
extinguished. You then find that the vessel is 
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full of nitrogen gas, which is incombustible. 
The chemist shall re-light his taper, and place 
it within a second vessel ; the result is, the flame 
is enlarged, and the taper burns with tenfold 
brilliancy. You then understand that the 
second vessel is full of oxygen gas. By these 
experiments you have ascertained two things : 
first, that there exists something in each bottle, 
namely, matter in a gaseous form, and conse- 
quently not otherwise perceptible but by means 
of the testing agent — ^the taper ; secondly (which 
is a step still further), that the invisible con- 
tents of each glass vessel are opposite to each 
other in quality. Again, the third glass jar 
shall have the stopper taken off, and you find 
that the bottle, which previously appeared 
empty, soon seems full of something which is 
of a rich violet colour. The chemist shall next 
take off the stopper of the fourth jar, and it 
soon appears to be filled with something like 
milk. Here then are fresh discoveries, but the 
air is the testing agent this time. Well, you 
learn that in the bottles, Nos. 3 and 4, matter 
also exists in a gaseous form. You express 
your surprise, and admire as weU as wonder at 
what you witness ; but the analytical chemist, 
with a smile of intelligence, tells you that he 
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has not half done yet. He takes up another 
glass jar ; it also appears to contain nothii^. 
It has a cork stopper, and the testing agent this 
time is to be neither the taper nor air, but a 
piece of metal — say a piece of spring-wire, like 
that in a watch ; he takes off the cork stopper, 
and after sticking one end of the spring-wire 
into it, puts it on again. What is the result ? 
The steel spring-wire is consumed like a piece 
of paper held in the burning candle. No light 
has been introduced ; but yet the wire burns 
brightly, flying off into beautiful sparks until 
there is nothing left. The wire is all consumed. 
Consumed we say ; but it is only altered in form. 
It is in the jar, and can be restored as a piece 
of steel. Of course these revelations of matter, 
existing apparently in an imperceptible form, 
could be multiplied ; but these are sufficient to 
show us that we have no right to deny even the 
existence of matter, and its peculiar powers, 
when not apparent to our senses. We ascertain 
its existence sometimes by the application of a 
testing agent, which is the power of deduction. 

Matter speaks to us in the language of de- 
duction, and tells us where it is, and what it is ; 
and in the illustrations we have just given, we 
find five different qualities of matter by the use 
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of three testing agents. Mark, it is the testing 
agent that has revealed the presence of that 
which we did not previously suspect. You 
answer, *Yes.' Well, then, give us a testing 
agent, and we will prove the existence of think- 
ing, living spirit, where not perceptible to ordi- 
nary sense. The ancient philosopher, Archi- 
medes, was the first mathematician who proved 
that a body, no matter of what substance, which 
is plunged into a fluid lighter than itself, loses 
as much of its weight as is equal to the weight 
of an equal volume of the fluid. The solution 
of this problem occurred to him as he was enter- 
ing the bath ; and he is said to have been so 
overcome with joy as to hasten home with- 
out waiting to dress, exclaiming, * Eureka I * 
* Eureka!' (I have found it! I have found it!) 
and the same eminent Syracusan, when re- 
flecting upon practical mechanism, said, 'If I 
had a fulcrum large enough, or standpoint, I 
could move the world ! ' In the same manner, 
let us repeat what we have just stated : ' Give 
us a testing agent, and we will prove the ex- 
istence of thinking, living spirit, disconnected 
with a material structure.' We have a testing 
agent ; and, like the chemist in his laboratory, 
just referred to, we have as many as we have 
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been speaking of — three. Like the cbeinist, 
their use furmshes us with the power of de^ 
dQCtion, by wluch we determine what exists^ 

I, What is tlten tJie testing agent which proves 
to us the existence of an eternal^ intelligent 
spirit, disconnected with a materiat body f 

The atuwer is simple and comprehensive. It 
is cause and effect The mind of man cannot 
realize the assertion that existence or change 
c»n take place independent of cause, without 
stultifying its faculties, and placing man in the 
category indicated in the Scriptures as 'a fool/ 
Indeed, no absurdity can be greater than to 
argue with a man who denies that any existence 
or change can take place without a caus€i» Kvtn 
2L child, as soon as it begins to speak, inquires 
anxiously and constantly respecting cause and 
effect ; and it is far easier, as the learned Arch- 
deacon Paley has intimated, to imagine that 
printers' types could arrange themselves into 
words, and form a book conveying intelligence, 
and print themselves without the agency of 
printing machines, than to suppose that this 
vast, nicely arranged, and beautiful globe of 
oars, and its attendant worlds, Could come into 
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existence, and exhibit all the beautiful and well* 
adapted means which their existence, their erer- 
recunring changes, and their preservation con- 
tinually display. The great logician, John 
Locke^ thus writes on this subject : * Every 
man knows with absolute certainty that be 
himself exists. He knows also that he did not 
always exist, but began to be. It is clearly 
certain to him 'that his existence was caused, 
and not casual, and was produced by a cause 
adequate to the production. By an adequate 
cause, is invariably intended a cause possessing 
and exerting an efficacy sufficient to bring any 
effect to pass. In the case of man, an adequate 
cause is one possessing and exerting all the 
understanding necessary to contrive, and the 
power necessary to create, a being compounded 
of the human soul and body. He who can 
contrive and create such a being, can contrive 
and create an3^hing, and certainly contrived. and 
created all things.* 

Another forcible writer. Dr. Dwight, referring 
to the same subject, says : ' A man, in speaking, 
exhibits himself as a cause of all the words 
uttered by him, and the opinions communicated ; 
and in the act of arguing admits you to be a 
similar cause. If his body be not one cause, 
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and your eyes another, you cannot see him. 
If his voice and your ear be not causes, you 
cannot hear him. If his mind and yours be 
not causes, you cannot understand him. In a 
word, without admitting the connection between 
cause and effect, you can never know that he is 
arguing with you, or you with him* * I am as 
certain that there is a God above,' said Sterne, 
' as that I myself am here below ; for how other- 
wise did I come here ?* Surely this is also the 
conviction of every humble and unprejudiced 
mind. 

^ These arguments have never been answered, 
and never can be, except by the sneers of fools : 
and it requires no effort of mind to see that such 
arguments fully prove that existing things are 
the result of a great first cause — the eternal 
Spirit, which our minds and our nature teach 
us to venerate ; for, whilst the man of science 
admires the arrangement, harmony, and order 
of the universe, the untutored heathen sees the 
great Spirit in the clouds, and trembles in his 
kraal when he hears the Spirit-voice thunder- 
ing through the profound of heaven. Think 
of these arguments, intelligent reader, when you 
look upon the things that are made, whether 
you walk during the budding spring, in fields 
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and woods, to watch the unfolding blossoms ere 

the seed is formed — to hear the songs and 

sportive notes of the feathered tribe, ere the 

little architect builds her nest, and lays her 

beauteous eggs ; or whether you look upon the 

expanse of heaven, to wonder at the bright stars, 

the worlds of light, the heavenly mansions that 

are fixed there. Think of these arguments, 

whether you watch the finger of the lightning, 

and" listen to the voice of its thunders, or when 

you look upon the intelligent and expressive 

countenance of a child, and you will instinctively 

exclaim : 

* All things of Thee are full ! ' 

Creation itself is an effect, and the effect refers 
us to a cause. There is reason in the statement, 
* His eternal power and Godhead are understood 
by the things which are made.' Professor Owen 
says, 'The evidence of unity of plan in the 
structure of animals, testifies to the oneness of 
their Creator,' and we may therefore add, of a 
Creator. The same may be said of the unity of 
plan in the motions of the planetary worlds, and 
the laws by which they are governed. Certainly 
this idea of Professor Owen is of great value. 
Whoever, with all the additional aids of advanced 
science, does not understand creation in this 
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light, had better consult a physidan. The voice 
of the soul within us — call it conviction or con^ 
science — acknowledges the power and wisdom 
of God in creation ; and if a man cannot see what 
all creation proclaims, and the soul intuitively 
recognises/he is in a worse state than he imagines: 
However^ there always have been a few men 
ready to hold up the standard of lies. But error, 
though loud-mouthed and rampant for a time, 
never can succeed in destroying imperishable 
truth. ' Magna est Veritas et prevalebW It is 
better, reader, to die for the truth than to be 
found amongst the ranks of those who impugn 
its sacred character ; and it is better to re-echo 
the songs of 'the morning stars,' when they 
exulted over the fair work of creation, than to 
aid the sneers of fools, and applaud the bias* 
phemies of corrupt-minded men. 

Our second test, by which we determine the ex- 
istence of a living, thinking spirit^ disconnected 
with a material structure, is the peculiar 
cltaracter of the Bible, which reasonable and 
unprejudiced men must admit to be a super- 
human work. 

The Bible contains truths which human 
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reason would never. have discovered, and re- 
cords facts and principles which the unaided 
mind of man would otherwise never have per- 
ceived, With respect to it being above the 
production of the human intellect, we may refer 
to the views which it gives of the Deity, the 
views presented of the divine purposes, the 
account of the work of creation, the description 
of the works of providence, and the plan of the 
redemption of man ; all of which, it may also 
be observed, form a part of one great whole. 
The writers lived in different periods of time ; 
yet, when the record was completed, the per- 
fection of the ori^^nal plan, and of the work 
apportioned to each, was at once apparent 
The man who hews timber or moulds bricks 
knows not what will be the nature and use 
of the building which they will help to con- 
struct, until he sees the work of the builder 
completed, and thereby perceives the design 
of the architect When the transgfressor, in 
the time of Moses, brought to the Aaronic 
priest a substitutionary victim for his sin ; 
when, before the door of the tabernacle, he 
placed his hands upon its head, and confessed 
his guilt ; when, in accordance with the law, 
the priest, with reddened knife, stood before 
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the altar on which he had placed the bleed- 
ing victim ; when, with wondering eyes, the 
man for whom it was slain, gazed upon the 
consuming flame and the curling smoke as they 
ascended to heaven, and saw in all these ter- 
rible things the nature of his guilt, and the 
dreadful penalty required for its expiation, — 
neither the priest nor the man — thus substitu- 
tionally delivered from a dreadful death — ^then 
saw that they were illustrating and showing 
forth the Lamb of God, that was to take away 
the sins of the world. Nay, even the spectators 
of the vicarious death of Christ, — those apostles 
and evangelists who were eye-witnesses of his 
sufferings, his agony, and strong cries, whilst 
nature swerved under the weight of the load 
of sin placed upon Him, — even those who saw 
Him when He fainted, and groaned, and died 
on the cross, — ^knew not that then they were 
witnessing the great antitype of the Levitical 
sacrifices, and the consummation of the eternal 
plan of human redemption. Poor men, as they 
thought themselves to be, each went down to 
his own house with a saddened heart and a 
disappointed mind ; and this gloomy disap- 
pointment sat like a mist upon their minds, 
until, whilst walking to Emmaus, two of them 
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were overtaken by the 'Light of the World/ 
who opened to them the Scriptures, and re- 
proved their sadness, saying, ' Ought not Christ 
to have suffered these things, and to enter into 
his glory V 

Then, not only does the Bible contain truths 
which human reason would not have discovered, 
it is also remarkable for the peculiar doctrines 
which it teaches, — such as, the natural character 
of man, the moral transformation necessary for 
his recovery, the method of the sinner's pardon 
and acceptance with God, the great doctrine of 
atonement, the purpose of God in extending 
his grace to man, the incarnation of Christ, 
the existence of the disembodied spirit, the 
resurrection of man's body, the punishment of 
the wicked, the distinctive character of true 
piety, and the duty and importance of minding 
religious things. No false religion could have 
given such prominence to these truths. Their 
very enunciation would have been fatal to its 
success. Yet these doctrines are insisted upon ; 
and withal, instead of promising rewards in this 
world, the Bible frankly informs its believers 
that they shall have * many afflictions.' When 
the first preachers of the gospel went .forth, 
they were not told that men should honour 
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them, that kings should bow before them, but 
that all men should hate them, and that 
bonds, imprisonments, and cruel deaths awaited 
them. 

Again, the moral rectitude of the Bible pro- 
claims it not to be a work of man. In proof 
of this, we have only to consider the truth and 
justice of its moral distinctions. It is the only 
book in the world which furnishes us with a 
perfect standard of moral rectitude. ' Can any 
lesson,' says a great writer, ' be more instructive 
to the world, or to the universe, than that great 
lesson taught from Calvary, where the eternal 
Son of God himself died on the cross to make 
an effective atonement for the sins of men, for 
the purpose of vindicating the stem claims of 
righteousness ? Rather than sacrifice or trifle 
with eternal rectitude, or connive with wrong, 
the sword of justice was commissioned to awake 
against the *' Fellow" of the Lord, and pierce 
his righteous soul, who " thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God ! "' 

To all these things may be added the histori- 
cal evidence of Scripture and the fulfilment of 
prophecy. ' History is prophecy fulfilled.' Not 
a year rolls over us, but there is brought with it 
some historical confirmation of the truth of the 



BOD Y AND SPIRIT. 33 

things recorded in the Bible. Travellers in the 
East, students of history, and explorers of 
buried cities, are ever bringing to light fresh 
proofs of the truth of the ancient and wonderful 
books of Scripture. Our national museum, with 
its Assyrian and Egyptian monuments and 
curiosities, speaks in unmistakeable language of 
the authenticity of the Bible. True, there may 
be some inaccuracies of numbers in the book, 
owing to transcriptions, or varied ways of cal- 
culations, or mistaken means of understanding 
how numbers were represented, when letters and 
scrawling signs stood in the place of figures ; 
but the facts of Scripture, and especially its 
principles, rest upon foundations as broad as the 
universe. An arrogant and haughty man may 
reject the Bible ; but there is nothing truer in 
the world than the fact, that a humble inquirer 
after truth will not fail in hundreds of instances 
to recognise its origin as divine. 

What, then, is the testimony of this great 
book } It is this — ^we read it on every page : 
'There is one God' (Mark xii. 2) ; and that 
* The FOOL hath said in his heart. There is no 

I 

God' (Psalm xiv. i). All Scripture unites with 
nature in proclaiming the irresistible fact, that 
(in answer to the first great question in this 
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book) there is a thinking, Ihring spirit, discon- 
nected with a material structure. ^ 



Our third test, by which is determined the exists 
ence of a living, thinking spirit, disconnected 
with a material structure, is Christian ex- 
terience. 

This is a powerful test, and the best of all 
proofs. It is more than the stamp and the 
superscription on the coin, as it answers to 
the ring of the metal, and convincingly shows 
its sterling quality. We proceed with this 
sublime subject by observing, that God never 
left his truth without a witness. Scriptural 
history informs us that it was sublimely rati* 
fied on many occasions, and in various ways, 
before the introduction of the Christian dis- 
pensation, whereby * the glory of the Lord 
appeared unto all the people.' When the chil- 
dren of Israel were brought out of Egypt, 
there was the 'pillar' of a fiery 'cloud' with 
them ; when Moses had finished the work of 
constructing the tabernacle, 'a cloud covered 

1 Having now enlarged upon the Bible as being a super- 
human work, its statements will occasionally be quoted in the 
subsequent parts of this book. 
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the tent of the congregation, and the glory of 
the Lord filled the tabernacle ;' and ' when the 
cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, 
the children of Israel went onward in all their 
journeys.' There was also the Shechinah, or 
visible presence of God within the veil of the 
tabernacle, whereby God ' appeared in the cloud 
upon the mercy-seat' These, amongst others, 
were ocular proofs of the divine presence ; hut 
the class which we wish to speak of is that of 
the fire descending from heaven to consume the 
sacrifice, as it has a better symbolical reference 
to the experience of Christians under the Chris- 
tian dispensation. We read (Lev. ix. 24) that 
at the first service in the newly erected taber- 
nacle 'there came a fire out from before the 
Lord, and consumed upon the altar the burnt- 
offering and the fat, which, when all the people 
saw, they shouted and fell on their faces.' In 
Judg. vi. 21, we read that when Gideon pre- 
pared an offering, the angel of the Lord caused 
' fire ' to come ' and consume the flesh and the 
unleavened cakes.' In i Chron. xxi. 26, a simi- 
lar respect Was paid to David's offering ; for the 
Lord ' answered him from heaven by fire upon 
the altar of burnt-ofTering.' When the temple, 
built by Solomon, was completed, and the dedi- 
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cation mad^ (2 Chron. vii. i), 'the fire came 
down from heaven and consumed the burnt- 
offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the 
Lord filled the house.' Lastly, we have that 
remarkable ratification of the existence and 
power of God, and the falsity of idols, as re- 
corded . in I Kings xviii. 37 : ' Hear me, O 
Lord,* said Elijah, 'hear me, that this people 
may know that Thou art the Lord God !' *Then 
the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the 
burnt-sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, 
and the dust, and licked up the water that was 
in the trench. And when all the people saw 
it, they fell on their faces ; and they said. The 
Lord, He is the God ; the Lord, He is the God/ 
In all probability there were other such mani- 
festations of the divine glory. It is thought of 
Abel, who, we are told, ' obtained witness that 
he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts,' 
that fire from heaven consumed the sacrifice 
he offered, and that in this way 'the Lord 
had respect unto Abel and his offering;' and 
it was probably this remarkable manifestation 
which provoked Cain to slay him, for to Cain's 
offering God 'had not respect,' inasmuch as it 
was not offered according to divine instruction. 
Has God left the church of the better dis- 
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pensation — ^the dispensation of the Spirit — ^with- 
out a witness ? Oh no ! In thousands of in- 
stances it exists with tenfold power. We 
affirm, first, that when a penitent sinner comes 
to God through Jesus Christ, he has a comfort- 
ing individual assurance of his forgiveness and 
acceptance, whereby he is able to set to his seal 
that God is true. Secondly, that Christians, as 
children of God, continue to be blessed with 
the same testimony of their acceptance. 

First, then, we affirm that Christian experi- 
erne proves, that when a penitent sintier comes 
to God through Christ, lie is consciously as- 
sured of his forgiveness and acceptance ; in a 
word, that his prayer is heard and answered. 
John, who came to 'prepare the way of the 
Lord,' speaking of Christ, said : ' He shall bap- 
tize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire* 
This statement holds true, this hour. Accord- 
ing to the experience and testimony of Chris- 
tians, it has been fulfilled to those who seek 
the divine mercy, in all periods since the day 
of Pentecost, and to all classes of persons. Of 
course there are different degrees in the mani- 
festation of this divine poWer. Some experience 
it more powerfully than others. Let us illus- 
trate the subject. Suppose a man stands on a 
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lofty place an hour before daybreak, to watch 
the end of night, and the beginning of day : 
notwithstanding his elevated position, and his 
careful observation, there will not be a time in 
which he can say when the break of day com- 
mences. It will be impossible to exclaim at 
any moment, 'Now night is over!' or, 'Now 
day has begun !' But for all this, the darkness 
will pass away, and the light increase, until the 
sun shines forth in his meridian splendour. So 
it is with some Christians. They cannot tell at 
what moment they first were able to see clearly 
their acceptance, or express the certainty of 
their forgiveness ; but they feel the broad light 
of day shines in their hearts. In their case their 
experience is like that we read of in Proverbs : 
'The path of the just is as the shining light, 
which shineth more and more unto the perfect 
day.' But, on the other hand, there are Chris- 
tians who are powerfully and instantaneously 
made to experience the divine testimony of 
their forgiveness. They can tell us the year, 
the day, the hour^ and they can take us to the 
very hoards on which they knelt when they first 
felt the baptism 'with the Holy Ghost and 
with fire' from heaven. Like Bunyan's Chris- 
tian, they know when the burden fell off. They 
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will tell us how hard and dark they previously 
felt; how deeply they were sensible of their 
guilt and lost condition ; how, the more they 
prayed, and wrestled, and agonized, the harder, 
and darker, and more guilty they felt, when, in 
a moment, in the * twinkling of an eye ' — like 
the rapid and vivid lightning that darts from 
the black thunder-cloud — they were filled with 
divine love and gospel light. They started, 
not with fear, but with joy, when, struck as it 
were with a beam of love from heaven, their 
heart was suffused in love, the bitterness 
and darkness of inexpressible grief was over. 
They * tasted the powers of the world to come,' 
and were made partakers of that which consti- 
tutes the life, and rapture, and purity of the 
hosts of heaven; for Grod 'answered them by 
fire.' Their experience was like that described 
by the poet: 

* Long my imprisoned spirit lay 
Fast bound in sin and nature's night ; 

Thine eye diffused a quick'ning ray ; 
I woke ; the dungeon flamed with light ; 

My chains fell off, my heart was free, 

I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.' 

This is no delusion. The testimony has been 
too powerful to admit of a doubt It is not the 
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testimony of one man, but of hundreds, in all 
positions of life, and in all the countries of the 
world. It were easier to make a man who 
stands in the open sunshine^ and is possessed 
of all his senses and faculties, disbelieve that 
he has seen the light, than that you should 
persuade a Christian, who has experienced what 
we have just referred to, that he has not felt 
the application of the truth of the Bible to his 
heart, and the truth of the existence of God. 
Men cannot doubt what they feel. You would 
not think of telling the grief-stricken mother, 
when, with tearful eyes, fainting heart, and in- 
expressible sorrow, she looks for the last time 
upon the face of her dead babe, that she does 
not feel the anguish of parting with her off- 
spring ; or that she never loved it when in 
health it smiled upon her, and she pressed its 
face to her lips ; or when in sickness and help- 
lessness it looked to her for help that could 
not be given. But it were far easier to do this, 
than to induce a Christian to think he had not 
felt the witness of the Spirit of God in his soul, 
and the ' fire from heaven.' 

Here, then, we have remarkable instances of 
answers to prayer, 'Prove me now, saith the 
Lord of Hosts, if I will not open you the win- 
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dows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing 
that there shall not be room enough to receive 
it' The fulfilment of this promise in answer 
to prayer, proves the first great question in this 
book — ^that there is a living, conscious spirit, 
disconnected with a material structure. 

Secondfyy we notice, as already intimated, 
that Christians continue to be assured of the 
reality of spirittuil things^ and continue to have 
inward assurances of the presence and approba- 
tion of the Divine Spirit, In proof of this, St 
Paul, writing to the Roman Christians, says, * Ye 
have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby 
we cry, Abba, Father ; and the self-same Spirit 
beareth witness with our spirit that we are the 
children of God.' And St John, speaking of 
the same testimony, says, * Hereby know we 
that we dwell in Him, because He hath given 
us of his Spirit' Again, ' Hereby we know 
that He abideth in us, by the Spirit which He 
hath given us.' Fifty more such passages might 
be quoted to show that a child of God has an 
indubitable witness within him of God's favour, 
and an inward testimony that the world knows 
nothing of. - The experience of all true Chris- 
tians substantiates the words of the New Tes- 
tament Their assurance may be clouded at 
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times (yet not in a manner so as to induce 
them to think they never had it), and some 
Christians undoubtedly have a greater and 
deeper testimony than others ; but all who are 
the children of God know that they have passed 
from death unto life. ' The manner/ says John 
Wesley, ' how the divine testimony is manifested 
to the heart, I do not take upon me to explain. 
Such knowledge is too wonderful and excellent 
for me. .... But the fact we know, namely, 
that the Spirit of God does give a believer such 
a testimony of his adoption, that while it is 
present in the soul, he can no more doubt the 
reality of his sonship, than he can doubt of the 
shining of the sun while he stands in the full 
blaze of his beams.' To this we may add, that 
this testimony is entirely new. A person may 
experience it for the first time at fourteen 
years of age, when he becomes a child of God ; 
or another person of fifty may not experience 
it till he has reached that age, because be has 
not previously come to God. The testimony 
is new to both these persons. They knew 
nothing of it, or like it, till they were made 
true CkristianSy because it was not till then 
that they were created anew, or made 'new 
creatures.' 
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The following excellent observations upon 
this subject are made by Dr. Spring: 'The 
positive conviction arising from the Christian's 
experience canfiot be philosophically overthrown 
by the mere negative conviction of the deist, 
who has no stich experience, A million nega- 
tives cannot overturn one positive. It is no 
proof that you do not see the light of the sun, 
because men who are bom blind never saw it. 
It is no proof that the Christian's experience 
does not verify the truth of revelation, because 
the experience of men who are not Christians 
never verifies it. The testimony of the unbe- 
liever is not opposing testimony; it is simply 
no testimony at all.' 

In another place this same writer observes : 
*This testimony from experience is fortified 
by a great number of witnesses, and of great 
variety of external condition and natural cha- 
racter. Suppose a man of matured intelligence 
and unimpeachable veracity were travelling 
alone on an unfrequented path, and saw some 
unusual phenomenon in the heavens, which he 
could not account for. The more he inspects it, 
the more he is convinced that it is no delusion, 
and that his senses have not deceived him. 
Now, it would not be surprising if, in giving a 
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narrative of what he had seen, even those who 
had the strongest confidence in his veracity 
should entertain doubts of his statement ; nor 
would it be unnatural for them to conclude that 
he had been deceived by some optical delusion, 
or his own imagination. But if twenty, or fifty 
other persons, with whom he had no communi- 
cation, should testify that they had witnessed 
the same phenomenon from other and different 
points of observation, there would certainly be 
more reason to conclude that his narrative is 
worthy of being believed. But suppose that 
thousands in different parts of the land, and 
millions in different portions of the earth, should 
testify that they had simultaneously seen the 
same phenomenon, and that their description of 
it should all agree; suppose that among these 
millions there are persons of both sexes, of all 
ages, of all natural temperaments, of all classes 
of society, and of all degrees of intellectual 
cultivation, it most certainly would be in ac- 
cordance with all the laws of evidence, and a 
perfectly rational thing, to conclude that his 
narrative is true. Yet is this but a faint illus- 
tration of the remark, that the testimony of the 
divine origin of the Scriptures from experience 
is fortified by a great number of witnesses, 
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of great variety of external condition and- 
natural character/ We aver, then, that the 
inward spiritual assurance of true Christians 
proves, in answer to the first question in this 
book, that there is a living, thinking Spirit, dis- 
connected with a material structure. 

We find, then, that all things around us de- 
monstrate the existence of a superior being to 
man ; a spiritual being of whose nature we can 
form no conception ; a being, the bounds of 
whose habitation, and power, and wisdom, no 
man can declare. 
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CHAPTER III. 

IS MAN AN EMBODIED SPIRIT? 

LTHOUGH we have proved the exist- 
ence of the Deity, ^ there are yet two 
or three observations to make before 
we really proceed to discuss the second part of 
our subject, which stands at the head of this 
chapter. We refer to the individuality of the 
Deity, and the possible plurality of spirits. 
Much discussion has taken place on these ques- 
tions, simply because, apart from the Scriptures 
and tradition, we have not many valid proofs 
of the existence of more than one great Spirit. 
In all ages of the world, since man has been its 
denizen, the Deity has been worshipped, but 
from time unknown the doctrine of polytheism 
has prevailed. It is not likely, however, that 
monotheism was preceded by polytheism, but 
that the latter obtained credence according to 
the gradual corruption and darkness of the 
human mind. Hence, the heathens, observing 

^ If this is not proved, nothing in the world can be proved. 

D 
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that there were both good and evil principles 
in the world — a productive and a destructive 
principle amongst them, — referred these things 
to supernatural beings. Accordingly, we read 
of Baal- Adonis and Baal-Moloch, good and evil 
deities, in the old Phoenician religion, and of 
Osiris and Typhon in Egypt. Polytheism, how- 
ever, is natural religion ; and we therefore find, 
that in proportion as nations become enlight- 
ened do they adopt the doctrine of one God. 
But then, are we to believe that there are no 
other beings between God and man.? Is the 
Almighty the only being unclothed in flesh } 
Are there no other spirits beside the Great 
Eternal Spirit } Perhaps there are but two or 
three answers to these questions. First, that of 
tradition, by which the belief in spiritual, sub- 
ordinates has existed coeval with the worship 
of God, and owing to which the doctrine of a 
plurality of deities, of various powers and quali- 
fications, has partly obtained credence amongst 
ancient heathen nations. Secondly, it may be 
supposed that as there i^ a scale of creatures in 
this world, so there might be in the spiritual 
or celestial worlds. Thirdly, unless we admit 
the existence of these subordinate supernatural 
beings, some of which are possessed of evil 
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natures and manifest malicious purposes, it is 
hard for us to account for much of the evil 
that is in the world. The doctrine of spiritual 
influences is very plausible, and, according to 
human experience, is continually confirmed. It 
may be afiirmed, without the liability of being 
charged with superstition, that many of the 
great crimes which disgrace our nature — such 
as horrid murders and shocking suicides — ^are to 
be attributed to the influence of wicked spirits. 

But after the remarks which we have made 
respecting the Scriptures, we may fairly bring 
their testimony to our assistance, both on this 
and any subsequent question. Undoubtedly it is 
for our instruction that the Scriptures are given ; 
and it would be hard for us to believe, seeing 
what nature and our own existence teach us of 
the Deity, that man would be left without a 
revelation for his guidance on spiritual subjects. 
In the Bible we read of the angels as * thrones,' 
'dominions,' 'principalities,' and 'powers.* Al- 
though they are not possessed of physical bodies, 
some of them may be visible to our eyes of 
flesh, for there are evidently grades in their 
being. Some excel others in dignity, or beauty, 
or might, or intelligence, or love, or activity. 
We read that when the angel came to roll away 
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the stone from the Saviour's sepulchre, *his coun- 
tenance was like lightning, his raiment white 
as snow, and for fear of him the keepers became 
as dead men.* Of *a mighty angel' we read, 
* his face was, as it were, the sun (powerful and 
glorious), and his feet as pillars of fire/ The 
angels are also represented as holding high em- 
ployments and offices in the government of the 
universe, and their number is spoken of as 
immense. We may therefore believe that, in 
addition to the Great Eternal Spirit, there are 
numerous spiritual creatures in the universe. 

After these remarks, we shall be prepared to 
discuss the question, Whether man is an embodied 
spirit ? 

There is a fine and sublime account of maris 
creation in the Bible, and there is certainly a 
beautiful philosophy in the description given of 
the material and the immaterial part of man. 
Each is distinctly spoken of. ' The dust ' of 
which his body was formed, and *THE LIVING 
SOUL ' which was imparted by the Deity. So 
important was the work, that a council of the 
Deity was called, and thus we read words which 
have all the weight and impress of their divine 
origin : ' Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness. ... So God created man in 
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his own image, in the image of God created 
He him/ Here is a graphic reiteration of the 
sublime truth, that man was made in God's 
image, that he was made in God*s likeness, that 
it was God that created him in his own image, 
and that it was (really) in the image of God 
that he was created. After all this, we are 
informed of the process which took place in 
the important transaction. 'The Lord God 
formed man of the dust of the ground.' This 
relates to the material part of man — his body, 
than which was ever anything more beautifully 
fashioned 1 And let us mark that it was ' the 
Lord God' — the high and mighty God, that 
was here at work. If we carry out the principle 
of attaching value and importance to any work 
performed according to the rank, skill, or power 
of the acting agent, we shall better see the 
strength of the passage. The action speaks in 
reason's ear, as though this high and mighty 
God had said, * I will surpass all I have hitherto 
done in this world. I will produce the master- 
piece of this creation. I will impress upon it 
the stamp of my own existence, which all heaven 
and earth shall recognise, and man himself shall 
never cease to wonder and admire.' Man was 
thus 'formed ;* and then we read that this same 
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'Lord God' 'breatlied into his nostrils the breath 
of LIFE, and man became a LIVING SOUL.' * He 
did not merely possess it,' Mr. Coleridge writes, 
in Aids to Reflection^ 'he became it It was his 
proper being, his truest self, the man in the man. 
All organized beings have life in common, each 
after its kind. This, therefore, all animals possess, 
and man as an animal. But in addition to this, 
God transferred into man a higher gift, and 
specially imbreathed even a living — that is, self- 
subsisting — soul ; a soul having its life in itself.' 
We may, therefore, assert that man is a living 
soul — is an embodied spirit. 

How grand the work ! There is nothing re- 
markable said of the creation of the other crea- 
tures ; but of man, — ^here is the council of the 
Deity called ; here is a grand determination to 
create a superior creature ; here is the Most High 
God — all that is comprised in the wisdom, energy, 
existence, and love of the Divine Being — at work 
upon a beautiful casket, in forming which material 
elements never were more successfully honoured. 
The bloom and fragrance of the flower are here 
surpassed by the human countenance, whether 
admired in the smile of the infant's lips, the 
delicate blush on the maiden's cheek, or the 
intelligence of the manly brow. And then, when 
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this beautiful casket — the body of man — is 
formed, a jewel is imparted beyond all price, 
viz. the breath of life from the Lord God, by 
which man becomes a LIVING SOUL — that which 
is a beam from the eternal beam, — ^the image, 
the life, the love of God. Thus man was both 
fearfully and wonderfully made ; and although 
now he is subject to suffering and death, yet 
even his body shall survive nature's demolition, 
for the same Lord God has said : ' O death, I will 
be thy plague; O grave, I will be thy destruction.' 
The body we carry to the tomb shall live again, 
for— 

* Soon shall the trumpet sound, 
And we shall rise ; shall rise 
To immortality !' 

Nothing can frustrate the divine purpose. Eter- 
nal might, and wisdom, and love, triumph over 
all. 

There is also a progression in tJte works of 
Gody and this in relation to man will be richly 
displayed. We have first the seed, and then 
the plant ; first the bud, and then the flower ; 
the egg, and then the bird ; the babe, and then 
the man. And there are parts of Scripture 
which lead us to suppose that there is the 
same law of progression carried out respecting 
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intelligent beings : the man, and then the angel 
Dr Young has nicely observed — 

' Angels are but men in lighter habit clad.' 

St. John tells us, in the book of Revelation,* 
that after he had conversed with one of the 
seven angels who was sent to instruct him, he 
fell down to worship before his feet The 
apostle was deeply impressed with his dignity 
and beauty ; but the angel rebuked him, saying : 
' See thou do it not ; for I am thy fellow-ser- 
vant, AND OF THY BRETHREN THE PROPHETS, 

and of them which keep the sayings of this 
book : worship God/ This is language which 
indicates that he was a disembodied spirit, 
'clothed upon' by another 'tabernacle.' John 
Wesley, speaking of this part of Scripture, says : 
'When the apostle fell down to worship the 
glorious spirit which he seems to have mistaken 
for Christ, he (the spirit) told him plainly, " I 
am of thy fellow-servants the prophets;" not 
God, not an angel, but a human spirit." 

We may now say something of tAe nature of 
this living spirit, which forms such an important 
part of man, and testifies to his immortality. 
Whether we call it spirit, soul, or mind, it is 

> Rer^ xxii. * Sennon cxxii. on Heb. xi. i. 
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known to us by the triple manifestation of 
feeling, action (the will), or thought It is im- 
possible for us to know what its real funda- 
mental essence is; but we can speak of some 
of its qualities. First, our feelingy by which we 
are sensible of the emotions of love, anger, and 
fear ; indeed, emotion or feeling is considered 
to be the very essence of mind, and all our 
pleasures are included in them. So powerful 
are the feelings, that they strongly affect our 
will and thoughts ; but, on the contrary, it is 
difficult for our intellect or our will to affect 
our feeling. For instance, the amorous youth 
will give . up all other engagements for the 
society of her whom he loves. In her presence, 
nature appears clothed in greater loveliness ; 
the flowers are arrayed in more attractive hues, 
and their fragrance is sweeter ; the landscape, 
whether contemplated for its majestic woods, 
its fertile fields, its winding streams, or the 
heaven of azure and gold that smiles upon it, 
is far more impressive ; the firmament at even- 
tide, when the western clouds are impregnated 
with the rosy tints of the setting sun, or later 
on, when the bright stars appear, and the placid 
beams of the moon bathe in silvery light the 
trees and rural walks, suggests ideas of inex- 
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pressible beauty, and makes this world a pavi- 
lion of love. Hence the poetic effusions of the 
lover, the sacrifices made, and the heroic deeds 
performed for her who has influenced his mind. 
Again, see the man who feels revenge ; how he 
is influenced by the base feeling which pervades 
his spirit ! He rests not till his will carries into 
action the thoughts which have arisen in his 
mind. These thoughts have contrived some 
plan by which he wills to inflict pain or death 
upon his victim. Such, then, are the powerful 
effects of feeling upon the will and the intellect 
of mankind. 

In the same manner, but with respect to 
things that are good only, does religion affect 
mankind. The deeper we feel our religion, or, 
in other words, the happier we feel with it, the 
greater is our conviction of its excellence ; and 
we cannot but admit that one of the evidences 
of the truth of religion is, ^that it is the most 
powerful means of making man supremely 
happy. Despite the troubles and trials in some 
respects peculiarly incident to the godly man, 
Addison spoke a great truth when he said, ' No 
man sits down to the feast of life with a greater 
zest than the true Christian.' Religion yields 
the greatest happiness and the strongest con- 
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solations. So powerful are the religious emo- 
tions, that under their influence the greatest 
sacrifices have been made with cheerfulness, 
and the most appalling dangers met with 
triumph. By directing its powerful influence to 
the feelings, Christianity succeeds in actuating 
the will and the thoughts of mankind. It aims 
not at the intellect, nor yet so much at the will, 
but directs its energies to the emotions — the 
heart of man ; knowing well, that unless that, 
which constitutes the fundamental essence of 
the mind, be affected, all is vain, and man's 
goodness, ' as the morning cloud and the early 
dew,* soon passes away. Influence the feel- 
ings, and you carry the will and the thoughts 
by storm. They must obey the emotions. We 
think and act according to the intensity of our 
feelings. Our conscious feelings are the soul 
of the mind ; and it follows from this, that the 
more a man feels his religion, the holier he will 
be. A poor woman once said, 'I like to feel 
my religion.' The remark was exceedingly 
appropriate. It was both scripturally and philo- 
sophically correct. Hence, then, it appears that 
one of the grandest evidences of the truth of 
Christianity is, that it powerfully directs its 
influence upon the emotions or feelings, deals 
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v/ith what metaphysicians call the fundamental 
essence of mind.^ Conscious feeling, then, is 
the first recognition of mind, or soul, or spirit — 
the immaterial and imperishable * living soul,* 
which Go3 breathed into the man He made of 
the dust of the earth. Conscious feeling is the 
first principle of life, which both metaphysicians 
and Scripture acknowledge as indicative of 

Action (volition, or the will) we have men- 
tioned as the second comprehensive department 
in the threefold division of the mind or soul 
of man. We feel, we act, or think. Metaphysi- 
cians and students of mental philosophy, how- 
ever, very properly assert that ' it is not meant, 
by this threefold division of the mind, that these 
qualities can be manifested in absolute separa- 
tion, or that we can be at one time all emotion, 
another time all volition, and again all thought, 
without either of the other two. But although 
our living mind is usually a concurrence, in 
greater or less degree, of all of them, still they 
can be distinguished as presenting very different 
appearances, according as one or other predo- 
minates.' Our will is greatly affected by our 

' * We may speak, and read, and think, but we shall never be 
made better if we do not feel.' — Religion of the Bible. 



'AN EMBODIED SPIRIT? 6i 

feelings, and to some extent by our intellect. 
In this sense it is a very important function of 
the mind. In proportion to its strengtli will 
our happiness or misery be promoted. If it 
be weakened by allowing the practice of in- 
correct actions, it may be dethroned, and base 
feelings of anger and revenge may arise as a 
flood, until the passionate man imbues his hands 
in blood. The will, then, as an indication of the 
strength of mind governing and ruling man, is 
a fine evidence of his spiritual nature. It con- 
stitutes man a moral agent, and implies a 
consfience, both of which have reference to 
reward and punishment. 

The third department of the mind, which we 
briefly notice, is thought or intellect This mental 
philosophers classify as follows : i. Discrimina- 
tion, by which we determine a difference in the 
quality of things ; 2. Retentiveness, or memory ; 
and 3. Similarity, or judgment. How mighty 
are the operations of the intellect ! How vast 
are its discoveries, its triumphs over the elements, 
its powers of research, and its investigations in 
science ! By the faculties of the mind, man has 
pressed water, fire, air, and even electricity into 
his service. We float over seas, propelling our 
vessels in spite of wind and tide, until old Nop- 
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tune hides his head in shame. We raise valleys, 
cut through hills, and fly from town to town, 
independent of sail or animal power, by the 
invention of the steam engine. We grasp, as it 
were, the lightning from the clouds, and unite 
nation to nation, and continent to continent, by 
means of the electric spark. Not content with 
this place of our abode, we ascend the heavens, 
weigh the planetary worlds in scales, fling around 
them a measuring-line, calculate their motions, 
point out their track, and publish the precise 
moment of an occultation, transit, or eclipse. 
Look at the ingenuity displayed in our factories 
and workshops ; at 'the imagination, comparison, 
and deduction of the orator,' in the outpouring 
of his brilliant talents on the platform ; at the 
short-hand writer, whose ready and retentive 
powers enable him to skilfully throw upon the 
pages of his note-book the flashes of thought as 
they proceed from the speaker's mind. These, 
and numerous actions of the intellect of man, 
claim our admiration of man's powers, and our 
belief in his imperishable nature as an embodied 
spirit 

There is another reason, and a strong one, 
why man is to be considered as an embodied 
spirit, and that is, because he is possessed of a 
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moral nature^ or, what is perhaps a better term, 
a conscience. It may be described as a faculty 
or "^o^f^r peculiar to mankind. We find no traces 
of it amongst the brute creation ; and whether 
we contemplate it as an inward principle which 
manifests itself by determining the quality of 
our thoughts and actions in everyday life, or in 
the exercise of its power, as displayed when Judas 
' cast down the thirty pieces of silver ' at the feet 
of the Jewish elders, and, with a spirit stung by 
conscience as with a scorplon^s sting, ' w<ent out 
and hanged himself,' we must admit that it is a 
superior and exquisite faculty. Quality is always 
acknowledged as an indication of value and ex- 
cellence ; and in conducting an inquiry into the 
worth and genuineness of a coin, the trades- 
man will throw the sovereign sharply upon his 
counter to notice if it rings. In the like manner, 
we have certain means of testing and noticing 
the quality of the human mind, the observation of 
which leads us to the belief of its intrinsic worth 
and rank. In this way we have spoken of the 
emotions, the will, and the intellect ; but we may 
here, with still greater emphasis, dwell upon the 
sense and power of conscience. Many and ex- 
tensive works have been written upon the subject, 
and apparently with little result, so far as an 
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explanatory description of this faculty is con- 
cerned. The reason is, it is a subject beyond 
the power of the human mind to understand, or 
the nicest language to describe. Like the light 
of the sun, it excites our wonder and admiration. 
But we not only recognise conscience as a supe- 
rior faculty, we feel its power within us. The 
whisper of its voice may be disregarded ; but the 
thunder of its power^ who can withstand.^ It 
has been described as ' heaven's light,' and * the 
finger of God.* It may be exceedingly sensi- 
tive ; and indeed is always so when not seared 
by moral recklessness. The poet has graphically 
described its power by saying — 

* Oh that my tender soul might fly 
The first abhorred approach of ill ! 
Quick as the apple of an eye, 
The slightest touch of sin to feel.' 

This conscience and sense of moral actions 
have a direct reference to man's . immortality ; 
for it is not only with regard to the well-being 
of others that it operates on the mind, it com- 
mends or discommends ourselves. When we 
have done wrong, it produces acute conscious 
guilt and apprehension of punishment. It con- 
victs the transgressor, and, in the application of 
his guilt, cries, ' Thou art the man ! ' It wounds 



AN EMBODIED SPIRIT? 6$ 

the soul, which, under the writhlngs of deep-felt 
remorse, languishes as much to be healed as to 
be delivered from the punishment that it knows 
it cannot escape. 

There are also certain physical evidences of 
man's great superiority, and the immortality of 
his nature, which are deserving a passing notice. 
They are not found in the brute creation ; such 
as speech, laughter, blushing, tears, and sob- 
bing. All these indicate a superior rank of 
mind.* 

Some years ago certain physiologists placed 
the seat of the soul in the head. This was a 
great error; for although we must award to 
that beautiful part of the body the seat of the 
five senses, yet it is an indisputable fact that 
the emotions are centred in the bosom. Sob- 
bing is occasioned by the partial paralysis of 
the diaphragm, and laughter is a convulsion of 

* Goethe was in company with a mother and daughter, when 
the latter being reproved for something, blushed, and burst 
into tears. He said, ' How beautiful your reproach has made 
your daughter ! That crimson hue and those sUvery tears be- 
come her much better than any ornament of gold and pearls ; 
these may be hung on the neck of any woman, but those are 
never seen disconnected with moral purity. A full-blown rose, 
besprinkled with purest dew, is not so beautiful as this child 
blushing ben^th her parent's displeasure, and shedding tears 
of sorrow for her fault.' 

E 
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the same membrane. These phenomena indi* 
cate that we feel most in the region of the 
bosom. Indeed, when we are sensible of the 
sublime passion of love, it seems to exist in the 
bosom. The Christian speaks of the love of 
God being 'shed abroad in his heart.' In all 
our relations with the outer world, our head 
forms the most complete channel of communi- 
cation ; but with respect to our own conscious 
existence, our passions and emotions, we place 
our hand on the heart We feel ourselves — that 
is, are more conscious of ourselves — ^in the bosom 
of our bodies. This is all the more pleasing, 
so far as the spirituality of our nature is con- 
cerned, when we consider that there is nothing 
of a physical construction in the bosom to indi- 
cate the possibility of producing these impres- 
sions ; so that, if we inquire in a physical sense, 
'What is that which makes me sensible of fear? 
what is that which produces this pleasing feel- 
ing of love ?* Nature may answer, ' It is not in 
me.' It is not in the flesh and blood, or bone 
and membranes of the bosom. Yet all our 
deep feelings are there, and they powerfully 
affect the organs of the body situated there in 
the centre of our system. 

The human body is evidently made as a fit 
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temple for the spirit How much might be 
written about its form, the limbs, the hands, 
the organs of speech, the face, and the head ! 
How beautiful is the formation of the .cerebral 
lobes of the brain, and how delicate their sub- 
stance! How fine is the construction of the 
nerves and fibres of the head covered by the 
brain ! Who, indeed, can examine the interior 
configuration of the organs of the head, such as 
the corpus striatum, pineal gland, and corpora 
quadrigemina, to mention no others, without 
feeling impressed with a sense .of their beauti- 
ful, wonderful, and delicate construction, or with- 
out feeling that their formation is nicely adapted 
to certain important requirements ? These, and 
the whole body, are formed by God for the 
requirements of the spirit. 

No body would be an appropriate abode for 
a spirit without organs of speech ; for how could 
an embodied spirit sing the praises of its God 
without a tongue? How could it talk of his 
wondrous power and goodness, or declare his 
truth and mercy in the sanctuary, without that 
tongue given to utter forth his praise? The 
very form of our body suggests its fitness for 
a spirit. With it we can either, in profound 
humility and adoring reverence, prostrate our- 
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selves at the throne of grace, or stand with up- 
lifted hands to heaven to bless and magnify his 
almighty love and power. 

Undoubtedly, whfen God forms the body, He 
imparts the spirit. The infant is born an em- 
bodied spirit. The Saviour regarded children 
as young immortals, and affectionately spoke of 
their disembodied spirits beholding the face of 
the Father in heaven. There is something im- 
pressive in the first cry of a new-born infant, 
which leads us to suppose that it is owing to 
some sensibility of helplessness, rather than of 
positive pain — ^some inner feeling of its needy 
state, rather than of real discomfort of body. 
From earliest days the infant frets and smiles. 
The fact is, we cannot conceive of a spirit 
without the power of speech; so that, before 
the infant mind has learned the language of 
words, it speaks in smiles or tears, in thought- 
ful sobs or expressive looks, to its mother. 

We observe, in the last place, that tAe Bible 
very distinctly affirms that man is aft embodied 
spirit. We have laid stress in this little work 
upon what may be called our natural convictions, 
which are to be regarded as the voice of God 
within us. We have a remarkably strong convic- 
tion of the existence and presence of God, and 
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the fact of our immortality is indelibly written 
upon our minds. The man who falls into deep 
water, and the poor creature who suddenly suf- 
fers from severe accident, cry for God's mercy 
and the salvation of their souls. Our immor- 
tality, in all ages of the world, has appeared to 
be a doctrine assumed by our nature, and in- 
deed is to be regarded as a cardinal truth in 
natural religion. It is inseparable from human 
consciousness, and the Bible throughout speaks 
of it in that light In order, however, that the 
reader's mind may not be lost in the variety of 
scriptural testimony to this truth, the following 
passages may be enumerated as examples : 

' And the Lord God breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life, and man became a living soul.* 

' Then Abraham gave up the ghost (or spirit), 
. . . and was gathered unto his people.* 

'And Isaac gave up the ghost, and was 
gathered unto his people.' 

' Jacob yielded up the ghost, and was gathered 
unto his people.* 

Moses was addressed by God as follows: 
'Get thee up and die in the mount whither 
thou goest up, and be gathered unto thy people; 
as Aaron thy brother died in Mount Hor, and 
was gathered unto his people/ 
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[Note here the expression, 'giving up the 
ghost;' also the singular expression, 'gathered 
unto his people/ The latter did not refer to 
their bodies, because these were buried in 
widely different places; and any one knows 
that the two mounts in which Aaron and Moses 
were buried were far from the graves of their 
progenitors.] 

* The dust shall return to the earth as it was, 
and the spirit shall return unto God who gave 
it* (Eccles. xii. 7). 

' But now he is dead, can I bring him again ? 
I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.' 

'As her soul was departing* — (the death of 
Rachel in child-birth. Gen. xxxv. 18). 

' To-morrow shalt thou and thy two sons be 
with me* (in the next world, i Sam. xxviii. 19). 

* O Lord my God, I pray Thee, let this child's 
soul come unto him again '—(Elijah's prayer 
when he raised the widow's young son. i Kings 
xvii. 21). 

' God is not the God of the dead, but of the 
living* — (the Saviour rebuking the Sadducees, 
who doubted the existence of man's spirit 
after the death of the, body. In this passage, 
the Lord Jesus, who knew all things, shows to 
the people that although the bodies of Abraham, 
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Isaac, and Jacob were dead, yet their disem- 
bodied spirits were with God. Matt. xxii. 32).* 

' Her spirit came again ' — (Jesus Christ raising 
Jairus's little daughter. Luke viii. 55). 

*If a man keep my saying, he shall never 
TASTE of death' (John viii. 52). 

* He (Jesus Christ) ... is Lord of the dead 
(the disembodied) and the living ' (the embodied 
spirits), (Rom. xiv. 7-9). 

* Glorify God in your body and in your spirit, 
which are God's* (i Cor. vi. 20). 

* Who died for us, that whether we wake or 
sleep, we should live together with Him' (i 
Thess. V. 10). 

'The Lord . . . that formeth the spirit of 
man within him' (Zech. xii. i).* 

* To me to live is Christ (that is, glorifying Him 

^ The greater force of these words will be seen, when it is 
Yememb^ed that our Lord was rebuking the Sadducees, who 
only r^;arded the five books of Moses as the rule of their faith, 
and that therefore our Lord argued with them, not out of the 
Prophets and Psalms, but out of the very books which they were 
so zealous to uphold. Our Lord fought them with their own 
weapons. 

' In the period between the end of the Old Testament and the 
birth of Jesus Christ, a more splendid passage of history could 
not be quoted for Ulustrating the strong faith of the pious Jews 
in the immortality of the soul, than that recorded in connection 
with the horrid cruelties which many of them endured at the 
hands of Antiochus Epiphanes, about 170 years before Christ. 
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by the preaching of his gospel), and to die IS 
GAIN ' (Phil. 1. 2i). 

* I saw under (near) the altar the souls of them 
that were slain for the word of God, and for the 
testimony which they held : and they cried with 
a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy 
and true, dost Thou not judge and avenge our 
blood on them that dwell on the earth ?' (Rev. 
vi. 9, id). St. John here pfeiinly tells us that he 
saw these disembodied spirits ; and as he heard 
their voice, we learn that they were intelligent 
and conscious creatures, and remembered the 
manner of their death on the earth they had left 

* These (disembodied spirits) are they which 

Antiodius, we read, sent at different periods his generals to 
pillage and burn, and force the Jews into the Greek religion, 
by compelling them to offer swine. Amongst these Jews were 
seven brethren, who, with their mother, refused to comply with 
this madman's orders. Their limbs were cut off, their tongues 
cut out ; they were placed in large frying pans, and the skin of 
their heads torn off with the hair. Whilst these cruelties were 
being executed, their mother, by the tenderest speeches, be- 
sought them to fear God and not man, to endure their tor- 
ments in hope of a better life and a glorious resurrection, when 
she should receive them all again to mercy. Having seen her sons 
thus slowly slain before her eyes, she cheerfully rendered up her 
own body to the same tortures, and died in full expectation of the 
glory of God. This strong faith was undoubtedly grounded, by 
the grace of God, upon the sublime revelations of the resurrec- 
tion made to Daniel (chap, xii.) : *And many of them that 
sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlastin^f 
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came out of great tribulation, and have washed 
their robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne 
of God, and serve Him day and night in his 
temple' (Rev, vii. 14, 15). 

* Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death 
(the disembodiment of the spirits) of his saints ' 
(Ps. cxvi. 15). 

* Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord 
from henceforth : Yea, saith the Spirit, that they 
may rest from their labours ; and their works do 
follow them* (Rev. xiv. 13). 

'Verily (certainly and truly) I say unto thee, 
To-day shalt thou be with me in Paradise/^ 

life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt ; and they 
that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the finnament, and 
they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and 
ever ... Go thou (Daniel) thy way till the end be ; thou shalt 
rest and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.' Indeed 
although it was reserved to Jesus Christ to biing * life and im- 
mortality to light,' yet, from the days of Daniel, the pious Jews 
had a better understanding than formerly of the immortality of 
the soul. 

* When the friends of Jews were dying, it was customary to 
use a prayer in which were the words, 'Let his soul be in 
Paradise with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob;* and undoubtedly 
the dying penitent thief would understand the words of the 
Saviour, according to the common belief of the Jews, to refer to 
the happy region of the intermediate state. We may also bear 
in mind that ' verily* is the amen of God, i,e, it shall be, no 
matter whoever or whatever shall try to hinder it. 
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' Father, into thy hand I commend my sph'it * 
(Luke xxiii. 46). 

* Fear not them which kill the body, and after 

that have no power ; but fear Him who 

is able to cast soul and body into hell.* 

* Lord Jesus, receive my spirit ' (Acts vii. 59). 

* Willing rather to be absent from the body, 
and present with the Lord ' (2 Cor. v. 8). 

' To depart, and to be with Christ, which is far 
better ' (Phil. i. 23). 

' Whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall 
never die ' (John xi. 26). 

* Take heed that ye despise not one of these 
little ones : for I say unto you. That in heaven 
their angels do always behold the face of my 

/ Father which is in heaven ' (Matt, xviii. 10). ^ 

^ There is also the very remarkable parable of 

the rich man and Lazarus, plain as can be 
written, and from which, whether considered as 

* Some commentators have regarded the words, 'their angels,' 
as referring to guardian spirits of children ; it is obvious, how- 
ever, that the proper meaning is their disembodied spirits, that is, 
of children. The Jews called disembodied spirits angels. When 
Peter (Acts xii.) was imprisoned by Herod, who had 'killed 
James, the brother of John, with the sword,' the church prayed 
for him, expecting him to be put to death in like manner. In- 
deed, it appears that very vigorous measures were taken by Herod 
to slay Peter. But when he was delivered by the angel of the 
Lord, he knocked at the house where many were gathered 
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an allegory or fact, it is deducible that death 
has no power over the spirit, but that there is 
an actual separation of the soul from the body 
at our dissolution. . The body of the rich man 
was buried, yet his spirit immediately afterwards 
was in Hades. 

There are passages in the apocryphal books 
which refer to the disembodied spirit. We can- 
not quote them as inspired words, but in the 
light of history, showing what the Jews thought 
of this subject before Christ. In * The Song of 
the Three Children,* though they are dead, y^t 
they are called on to praise the Lord. And in 

* the Wisdom of Solomon ' we find the following : 
'God created man to be immortal, and made 
him to be an image of his own eternity.' 

The above passages of Scripture are a source 

together praying. The damsel who went to the door, opened it 
not for gladness, but recognising his voice, ran in and told the 
assembled faithfoL They said she was mad; but after constanUy 
affirming the fact of Peter being without the door, some said, 

* It is his angel,' that is, as English people would speak, * It is 

his ghost.* Indeed, any one reading tiie passage referring to 
Christ blessing little children, wiU see that the force of it is, we 
are not to despise children, because of such is the kingdom of 
heaven — ^because their disembodied spirits behold the face of the 
Father in heaven. 
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of great consolation to the true Christian, to 
whose heart they are applied by the Spirit of 
God ; and doubtless it was a meditation upon 
such precious words that induced the pious and 
contemplative Doddridge to exclaim, 'I never 
now think of death, but joy springs up in my 
heart* 

Other delightful testimonies to the existence 
of the disembodied spirit are to be found in the 
writings of the early Christian fathers, who, it 
might be said, succeeded the apostles in the 
government of the Christian church. The Rev. 
J. R. Rooper, M.A., in a little work he has pujD- 
lished,^ entitled The Conscioiisness of the Soul 
between Death and the Judgment Considered, has 
compiled a number of these passages. It is 
cheering to peruse them, because we perceive 
that the early Christians believed as we do now 
respecting the blessedness of the righteous im- 
mediately after death ; that the Scriptures were 
understood in the second, third, and fourth cen- 
turies in the same light as ourselves. Polycarp, 
the disciple and companion of St. John, and 
Irenaeus, the disciple of Polycarp, speak clearly 
upon the disembodied spirit ; and these were 
men who probably read the original writings of 

> London : Whittaker and Co. Second edition. Price is., sewedr 
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the apostles, and had pointed out to them the 
precise places where they lived, and where 
they suffered martyrdom. These early Chris- 
tian fathers would talk of the apostles in the 
same way as we talk of our grandfathers, and 
the leading statesmen of the reigns of the 
Georges. 

In the little book just referred to, Mr. Rooper 
has given amongst others the following illustra- 
tions : 

Clement, speaking of St. Peter, says : * Having 
suffered martyrdom, he went to the due place 
of glory ;* and of St. Paul, that ' he went to the 
holy place ;' and of the faithful in general, *that 
they possess the regions of the pious.' And again : 
'AH generations, from Adam to this day, are 
past and gone ; but they that have finished their 
course in charity, according to the grace of 
Christ, possess the region of the godly.' 

Polycarp, the disciple and COMPANION of St. 
John, speaking of the dead in Christ, says: 'They 
are in the place that is due to them. They are 
with the Lord.' Again, when at the stake of 
martyrdom : ' I thank Thee that Thou hast 
thought me worthy of this hour, that I may 
take part in the number of the martyrs in the 
cup of Christ, for the resurrection of eternal life, 
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' soul and body, in the incorruptibility of the Holy 
Spirit, among whom may I be received THIS 
DAY in thy presence,' etc. 

Irenaeus, a disciple of Polycarp, says: 'Since 
the Lord departed to the valley of the shadow of 
death, and then rose in the body, it is manifest 
that the souls of his disciples also, on whose 
account the Lord did these things, go away to 
the place appointed for them by God/ 

Justin Martyr says : * The souls of the pious 
remain somewhere in a better place, awaiting the 
time of judgment/ And in another place: *The 
witch of Endor called up Samuel's soul to prove 
it existed after separation from the body/— 
Bishop Kayds Essay, sec 46, p. loi. 

Origen says : ' The soul when it departs from 
the world shall be disposed of according to its 
merits, enjoying the inheritance of eternal life 
and happiness/ 

Tatian : *The care of God extends to the 
dead as well as to the living/ 

Cyprian, speaking of the dead in Christ, says : 
'They are not gone away, but gone forward/ 
And again : 'Thus even before the day of judg- 
ment, the just and the unjust are separated from 
each other, and the chaff and the wheat are 
already divided/ 
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Athanasius says : ' That it is not death which 
befalleth the righteous, but a translation/ 

Gregory of Nyssa, to a bereaved parent, 
writes: 'Although thy child. hath left thee, she 
hath departed to the Lord ; she hath closed her 
eyes to thee, but opened them in eternal light 
. . . The plant hath been removed, but it is 
planted in Paradise/ 

Cyril : ' And Paul says, " And so shall we be 
ever with the Lord ;" now, the being ever with 
the Lord implies life everlasting/ And again : 
* The soul is immortal/ 

Macarius the Elder says : * The Lord, beholding 
thy mind, that thou fightest for Him and lovest 
Him with thy whole soul, separateth death from 
thy soul in one hour (for it is not for Him to do so), 
and receiveth thee unto his bosom, and to light. 
For He snatcheth thee in an hour's time from 
the mouth of darkness, and forthwith translates 
thee into his kingdom/ Again: 'When they' 
(the righteous) 'depart from the body, the 
choirs of angels receive their souls to their own 
place, to the pure world, and so bring them to 
the Lord/ — Homilies xxi. xxii. 

Augustine says : ' The life of the flesh is the 
soul ; to die, is to lose its life. As the flesh 
dies by losing the soul, which is its life ; so the 
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soul dies by losing God, who is its life. Cer- 
tainly then the s6ul is immortal, clearly im- 
mortal, because it liveth when dead/ And 
again : ' When we die, we do. not fall into no- 
thing, or into a profound sleep, into a state of 
insensibility, till the resurrection, but we only 
change our place.' 

Ambrose : ' Death is but the separation of 
the soul and body, not the annihilation of soul 
and body. . . . No sooner shall breath and 
body be divorced, but the soiil is come on the 
wings of angels to the kingdom of God.' 

These extracts from the book just referred 
to will be sufficient to show that the early 
Christian fathers interpreted and understood 
the Scriptures as we do respecting the exist- 
ence of the soul, in a spiritual state, after the 
dissolution of the body. 

In pagan writers we find the same conviction 
of the conscious existence of the spirit after 
death. Zoroaster, perhaps the most ancient of 
the pagan writers, taught that 'there is one 
Supreme Being, and under him two angels — one 
the author of all good, and the other the author 
of all evil ; that they are perpetually struggling 
with each other, and would continue to do so 
till the end of the world, when there would be 
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a general resurrection and day of judgment, 
wherein all would receive the just reward of 
their works. The Romans buried their dead, 
and placed a coin in the mouth, or hand, of the 
deceased, to pay for the passage of the soul 
over the river Styx. The same doctrine was 
taught by the Druids ; and a prayer-book of the 
Egyptians, which is traced back 4000 years, 
speaks of the deathless nature of the soul. 
Quotations are found from it upon mummy 
cases, especially words of prayer for the dead.^ 
The Greeks had very strong opinions upon the 
disembodied spirit. In fact, the doctrine is 
written everywhere by the law of nature, the 
finger of God, and the pen of man. 

It will be remembered that amongst the 
pagans, Socrates, just before drinking the poison 
he was ordered to take, said : * I am persuaded 
that my death, which is now fast approaching, 
will conduct me into the presence of the gods, 

^ These prayers were addressed to the gods to receive the 
deceased into the assembly of the just, and to admit him as 
partaker with them of their everlasting felicity. But persons 
whose lives did not appear to the council, which always sat to 
inquire into the conduct of deceased persons, to have been good, 
were not so prayed for by the people, or allowed to have in- 
scriptions from the prayer-book, on the cases containing their 
embalmed bodies. 

F 
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who are the most righteous governors, and into 
the society of just and good men ; and I derive 
confidence from the hope that something of the 
man remains after death.* 

Cicero, who died 43 years before the birth 
of Christ, was a man of extensive knowledge. 
He had studied the philosophy and history of 
all nations, and in his writings he gives an 
account of Scipio, whom he represents as meet- 
ing with his grandsire Africanus, in the abode of 
blessed spirits. In this place Scipio is informed 
that death is only the escape of the soul from 
the prison-house of its body, and that the great 
and good of disembodied men were possessing, 
, not, as on earth, a mortal existence, but the 
; reality and plenitude of life. In confirmation 
of this, his venerated parent is introduced to 
him, affectionately embraces him, and impresses 
i upon him the importance of a virtuous life, in 
\ order to be after death also admitted into the 
blessed world. 

We have also a remarkable passage in con- 
nection with the Eoman Emperor Julian, who 
was surnamed the Apostate. He was bom in 
331, when there was considerable contention as 
to which was the best religion — ^paganism or 
Christianity. ' Disliking, however, the misery 
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and privation of a monkish life, he avowed him- 
self a pagan at his coronation. He derived 
most of his religious impressions from what 
may be termed the philosophy of religion, 
taught by the better class of pagans, and there- 
fore we may place his testimony of the soul's 
immortality next to that of Socrates. He was 
mortally wounded,, it will be remembered, by 
an arrow; and observing the tears of those 
around him, he conjured them not to ' disgrace 
by unmanly tears the fate of a prince who, in a 
few moments, 'would be united with heaven and 

» 

the stars.' 

Tacitus, speaking of the Jews, said : ' They 
have two ruling passions — the desire of multi- 
plying their species, and a fixed contempt of 
death. The bodies of the deceased are never 
burned. They choose rather to inter them 
after the example of the Egyptians. With 
that people they agree in their belief of a future 
state ; they have the same notion of departed 
spirits, the same solicitude, and the same 
doctrine.' 

Many more passages could be quoted in sup- 
port of the general belief of mankind, in all 
ages of the world, in -another life ; but the above 
will suffice. The works of Homer, one of the 
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earliest classical writers, and also those of Virgil, 
are full of poetical imagery, representing the 
abode of disembodied spirits, and their recogni- 
tion of each other. Who is not familiar with 
the delightful Eden which the poetic mind of 
Virgil conceived, when he described the visit of 
JEnesiS to his parent Anchises in the Elysian 
fields ? 
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CHAPTER IV. 

CAN A SPIRIT WHICH EXISTS IN A BODY ALSO 
EXIST OUT OF IT, AND THUS BECOME A 
DISEMBODIED SPIRIT? 

HERE IS a deep impression in the mind 
of man that he is immortal ; and it is 
remarkable how much deeper this im- 
pression is just before death. As a rule, thq more 
vigorous the mind is just before dissolution, the 
stronger are the impressions of the reality of 
passing into another world. This is probably 
owing to the dying person being able to com- 
municate his thoughts and feelings to his friends 
better than one whose mind is enfeebled by 
disease. It seems on such occasions that the 
light of the next world streams into the mind, as 
Professor Brown, in his Mental Philosophy, has 
observed, through the cracks and crevices of the 
tottering prison walls ; and that the imprisoned 
spirit waits for the walls to fall that it may escape 
away. Tradition is also no unimportant witness, 

and we have every reason from it to tliink that 

87 
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the belief in man's disembodied spirit has come 
down to us from the first family of maa. 

The writer of this work wishes to treat the 
subject in a natural light, as well as a scriptural 
one ; but, before proceeding further, would men- 
tion the following excellent, special, and emphatic 
passages from the epistles of St Paul — a very 
eminent theologian — on the existence of the 
spirit when disembodied : 

' I am in a strait betwixt two, having a de- 
sire to depart, and to be with Christy which is 
FAR betti!:r. Nevertheless, to abide IN the 
flesh is more needful for you ' (Phil. i. 23, 24). 

' Therefore we are always confident, knowing 

that WHILST WE ARE AT HOME IN THE BODY, 
WE ARE ABSENT FROM THE LORD. . . . We 

are willing rather to be ABSENT FROM THE 

BODY, AND TO BE PRESENT WITH THE LORD' 

(2 Cor. v. 6-8). 

' Whether in the body or out of the body, I 
cannot tell ' (2 Cor. xii. 2). ^ 

* For we that are in this tabernacle (the body) 
do groan, being burdened : not for that we would 

^ That the other apostles held the same views, is evident from 
the words of St. Peter (2d Epistle i. 13, 14), * I think it meet, 
as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up, by putting you 
in remembrance ; knowing that shortly I must put off this my 
tabernacle.' 
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be unclothed, but clothed upon^ that mortality 
might be swallowed up of life ' (2 Cor. v. 4). 

The apostle here inculcates that when the spirit 
is unclothed by its separation from the body, it 
is clothed upon by some better and spiritual form, 
more suitable to its nature and occupation; a* 
form in which it is not subject to the infirmities 
of mortal life, but, on the contrary, one which 
increases its vital powers. For this reason he 
comes to the conclusion — joyous words — that TO 
DIE' IS GAIN. The whole gist of his argument 
to the Christians of his time was, that it is posi- 
tively and absolutely * far better ' to be separated 
from their mortal bodies, and THUS be disem- 
bodied. And in considering these words of the 
apostle, we ought not to forget that he had seen 
the glorified Lord, from whom he had received 
the gospel ; that he had been blessed with a sight 
of the angel of God, and had been caught up to 
the third heavens ; in a word, that he was a man 
who was blessed with ' abundance of revelations.' 
His words therefore form a great authority, and 
an indubitable standard of faith, upon the sub- 
ject of the existence of the disembodied spirit ; 
to doubt which is really a reprehensible act in 
the sight of God, and a sad return of gratitude 
for such inspired truth. 
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Now, to proceed on a natural point, the reader's 
candour must be asked for in the discussion of 
the next head, because it is one which many 
persons^ with a desire to avoid an evil, have un- 
necessarily sacrificed We allude to apparitions. 
Relying on the reader's candour, let us ask : 
* A re titer e no well-authenticated instances on record 
which claim our belief in the appearance of disem- 
bodied spirits to their friends on earth V We wish 
to answer this question in a reasonable manner. 
Of late years, owing to the discoveries of science, 
and a better understanding of man's physical 
nature, we have rightly been able to explain 
away many spectral illusions and ghost stories. 
We must rejoice in the fact, for the removal of 
the spurious must tend to establish that which is 
real. But many persons now altogether disavow 
their belief in apparitions. Now, it may be con- 
tended that we have no more right to abandon our 
belief in apparitions, because we are able to ex- 
plain away some illusions, than the gardener has 
a right to root up every species of vegetable with 
a view to exterminate all weeds. When we seek 
to induce the heathen to burn his wooden idols, 
it is not with a view to cause him to abandon all 
worship and veneration towards a superior power, 
but to fix his mind on the right object We must 
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proceed in the same manner with regard to ap- 
paritions, if it can be shown that we have reason 
for doing so. We commence by quoting an ex- 
tract from an article in Chambers's Eficychpadia 
(See * Apparitions/ vol i, i860). 

After stating that the belief that the spirits of 
the departed are occasionally presented to the 
sight of the living, has existed in all ages and 
countries, it proceeds to explain how many of 
the alleged apparitions have been explained 
away by Pr. Hibbert and other medical men, on 
the theory that they are to be accounted for by 
peculiar conditions of the organism of the in- 
dividual sensible of them, such as those suffer- 
ing from delirium tremens and indigestion. The 
article acknowledges, however, that a theory of 
a comprehensive nature is still required in order 
to satisfy the duly cautious inquirer. 

' Let us take, for instance,' says the article, ' a 
story which Dr. Hibbert owns to be one of the 
best authenticated on record. It was written 
down by the Bishop of Gloucester from the 
recital of the young lady's father : " Sir Charles 
Lee, by his first lady, had only one daughter, of 
which she died in childbirth ; and when she was 
dead, her sister, the Lady Everard, desired to 
have the education of the child ; and she was 
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by her very well educated, till she was mar- 
riageable, and a match was concluded for her 
with Sir William Perkins, but was then pre- 
vented in an extraordinary manner. Upon a 
Thursday night, she, thinking she saw a light in 
her chamber after she was in bed, knocked for 
her maid, who presently came to her, and she 
asked why she had left a candle burning in her 
chamber. The maid said she left none, and 
there was none but what she had brought with 
her at that time. Then she said it was the fire ; 
but that, her maid told her, was quite out, and 
she said she believed it was only a dream ; 
whereupon she said it might be so, and com- 
posed herself again to sleep. But about two of 
the clock she was awakened again, and saw the 
apparition of a little woman between her cur- 
tain and her pillow, who told her she was her 
mother, that she was happy, and that by twelve 
of the clock that day she would be with her. 
Whereupon she knocked again for her maid, 
called for her clothes, and when she was dressed 
went into her closet, and came not out again till 
nine, and then brought out with her a letter 
sealed to her father ; brought it to her aunt, 
the Lady Everard, told her what had happened, 
and desired that as soon as she was dead it 



EX IS T DISEMBODIED f 93 

might be sent to him. The lady thought she 
was suddenly fallen mad, and thereupon sent 
suddenly away to Chelmsford for a physician 
and surgeon, who both came immediately ; but 
the physician could discern .no indication of 
what the lady imagined, or of any indisposition 
of her body ; notwithstanding the lady would 
needs have her let blood, which was done ac- 
cordingly. And when the young woman had 
patiently let them do what they would with 
her, she desired that the chaplain might be 
called to read prayers ; and when prayers were 
ended, she took her guitar and psalm-book, and 
sat down upon a chair without arms, and played 
and sung so melodiously and admirably, that 
her music-master, who was then there, admired 
at it. Near the stroke of twelve she rose, and 
sat herself down in a great chair with arms, and 
presently fetching a strong breathing or two, 
immediately expired, and was so suddenly cold, 
as it was much wondered at by the physician 
and surgeon. She died at Waltham, in Essex, 
three miles from Chelmsford, and the letter was 
sent to Sir Charles at his house in Warwick- 
shire, but he was so afflicted with the death of 
bis daughter that he came not till she was 
buried ; but when he came, he caused her to be 
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taken up, and to be buried with her mother at 
Edmonton, as she desired in her letter." 

'Dr. Hibbert, in treating of this case, con- 
cludes that the young lady was consumptive 
and about to die, and in this diseased frame of 
body became the subject of an illusion ; but 
these. are assumptions directly contrary to what 
the record bears, and there is, after all, the 
singular circumstance to be accounted for, that 
the young lady's death occurred exactly at the 
time predicted. To a similar purport is the 
case of the wife of Dr. Donne, related by Izaak 
Walton. Donne left his wife pregnant in 
London, and went with Sir Robert Drury to 
Paris. Two days after arriving there, he stated 
to Drury that he had had a vision of his wife 
walking through his room, with her hair hang- 
ing over her shoulders, and a dead child in her 
arms. So impressed were they by the incident 
that they immediately sent to London to in- 
quire regarding Mrs. Donne's health. The in- 
telligence brought by the man was, that she 
had been brought to bed of a dead child at the 
hour her husband thought he had seen her in 
Paris. In this case, too, if the requisite dis- 
ordered state of Dr. Donne were granted, the 
coincidence of the distant event in its particu- 
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lars, and in point of time, would remain unac* 
counted for by Dr. Hibbert's theory.' 

To the above it may be added, that the two in- 
stances given are only a sample of a class. Is it 
not possible to enumerate numerous others given 
by men of position and intelligence i Daniel De 
Foe, in his book entitled The History and Reality 
of Apparitions, says, 'If there is an invisible world, 
and the spirits residing or inhabiting it are allowed 
to be there, or placed there by the supreme govern- 
ing power of the universe, it will be hard to prove 
that it is impossible they should come hither, or 
that they should not have the liberty to show 
themselves here, and converse in this globe, as 
well as in all the other globes or worlds, which, 
for aught we know, are to be found in that im- 
mense space ; reason does not exclude them, 
nature yields to the possibility, and experience, 
with a cloud of witnesses in all ages, confirms the 
reality of the affirmative.' 

There are, then, instances of the appearance 
of apparitions, which the theory of Dr. Hibbert is 
unable to account for ; and therefore we may 
reasonably say, that whilst, on the one hand, it 
is our duty to avoid placing confidence in silly 
superstition, yet, on the other hand, we are not 
justified in accepting a conclusion equally ab- 
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surd, by denying the possibility of well-authen- 
ticated cases of apparitions. In the belief that 
the spirits of the departed are occasionally pre- 
sented to the sight of the living, we are not to 
ignore well-established facts, just because some 
old topers have had the delirium tremetis, or 
some nervous nurse-maids have been frightened 
by the visions of their own weak brains. If we 
be unfortunately deceived by a bad shilling, let 
us not foolishly suppose that all the coins of the 
realm are alike counterfeit Rather let us sepa- 
rate the spurious from the sterling metal, so that 
that which is genuine may be made useful, and 
be all the more prized. This is particularly to 
be insisted upon, because, in these days of scep- 
ticism, there exists a class of men who, in asking 
us to receive their scientific theories and expla- 
nations, require us to do so at the expense of 
ignoring not only the grand, old, and imperish- 
able truths of the Bible, but the plain, humble, 
and honest deductions of common sense. 

It will be unnecessary to multiply instances 
of well-authenticated apparitions. There are 
many which are entirely inexplicable, except 
upon the ground that they are the appearance 
of persons who are not possessed of bodies of 
flesh and blood; and, the circumstances con- 
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nected with their appearance are of such a 
nature as should convince us, that to attribute 
all the recorded instances of apparitions to a 
disordered brain, is but the opposite extreme to 
the practice of believing all the ghost and hob- 
goblin stories with which some nurses delight 
the inquisitive minds of children. Our present 
allusion to the subject will, perhaps, be incom- 
plete without giving what has been called, 'the 
remarkable circumstances relative to the death 
of Lord Lyttleton/ Lord George Lyttleton, it 
will be known to some, was an elegant historian, 
poet, and miscellaneous writer, who died in 1773. 
He wrote, amongst other books. Observations on 
the Conversion of St, Pauly and Dialogues of the 
Dead, His son. Lord Thomas Lyttleton, of 
whose impressive death we are about to speak, 
was a man of talent, but given to luxury and 
sensuality. 'A few nights previous to his de- 
mise,' says the writer of the occurrence, 'soon 
after his lordship had gone to bed, he saw a 
female at the foot of it with a dove in her hand, 
and beautifully arrayed in white, who told him, 
in a very impressive manner, to prepare himself 
for death, as the third night from that, exactly 
at twelve o'clock, he should depart this life. 

His lordship, who .had ever led a gay life, con- 

G 



98 CAN A SPIRIT 

cei\ring that it was some female who had got into 
his room, and had said so merely to jest with him, 
jumped out of bed; but, to his astonishment, found 
the door fast, and no person in the room except his 
valet, who was fast asleep in a recess where he al- 
ways lay. Greatly alarmed at the circumstance, 
it made a deep impression upon him, and he de- 
termined to put off a visit he was to have paid Mr. 
Andrews that very week ; and the night which the 
spectre prescribed as his last, was the very one 
on which he was expected to sleep at Dartford. 
On the fatal evening, his lordship had several of 
his friends about him, who amused themselves in 
looking at the family pictures till the hour of 
twelve o'clock arrived. As some of them re- 
garded it a phantom of his lordship's brain, they 
privately put the clock forward. As soon as it 
struck, he turned round to all who were about 
him and said, "You see I have cheated the 
ghost," upon which he went to bed, and his valet 
brought him some trifling medicine to take, but 
had forgotten a spoon to stir it. He sent him 
down for one, and on his return found his lord- 
ship actually a corpse on the bed. He looked 
at his lordship's fine stop-watch, and found the 
hands exactly at the stroke of twelve o'clock. 
Mr. Andrews finding Lord Lyttleton did not 
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come down on the day he promised, which was 
the very day he died, could not imagine the 
reason of it, and retired to rest somewhat before 
twelve o'clock. He had not been long laying 
down when the curtains at the foot of his bed 
were drawn open, and he saw his lordship stand- 
ing before him in a large-figured morning gown 
which always remained in the house for his lord- 
ship's sole use. Mr. Andrews conceiving that his 
lordship had arrived after he had retired, as he 
so positively expected him that day, said to him, 
" My lord, you are at some of your tricks ; go to 
bed, or I will throw something at you." The 
answer he returned was, " It is all over with me, 
Andrews ;" and instantly disappeared. As there 
was a large clothes-press at the foot of the bed, 
he conceived his lordship had got into it, but he 
did not find him there. He next examined the 
night-bolt on the door, and found it fast. He 
saw also by the candle that he had not been 
long in bed, or he might otherwise have con- 
ceived it a dream. He rang his bell and in- 
quired of his servants where Lord Lyttleton was. 
They said they had not seen him. The morning 
gown was next sought for, and found in its usual 
place. Mr. Andrews knew nothing of his lord- 
ship's death till the next day, when letters from 
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London announced it to have taken place ex* 
actly at twelve o*clock the night before. As 
must naturally be supposed, the circumstance 
and the loss of his friend made a great impres- 
sion on the mind of Mr. Andrews, and affected 
him for 5ome months after, as he is positive to 
his being awake at the time it happened, and of 
the appearance of the phantom. Mr. Andrews is 
a man of strong mind, stored with the most ele- 
gant accomplishments which literature, a refined 
education, and a good understanding could give 
it. His character as a man of honour and of 
truth has never been impeached. His affluent 
circumstances placed him above the petty cavils 
or petty necessities of chequered life. Therefore 
we can have no reason to suspect Mr. Andrews 
of telling anything but what he really saw. But 
this I solemnly protest, he mentioned the occur- 
rence to me at his own table at his own house, 
and in the presence of Mr. Topham.' 

In this case we have two apparitions, seen by 
two persons on dissimilar occasions, relative to the 
death of one which took place at the appointed 
time. 

Let us take another instance. One has 
already been given as occurring in Essex, and 
another in London, but the following is con^ 
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nected with Edinburgh, the metropolis of the 
north : 

' Many years ago two young girls were thrown 
much together in early childhood. They were 
cousins, and entertained a strong affection for 
each other. When they grew to womanhood 
they were separated, one becoming the wife of a 
Lincolnshire clergyman, and the other dwelling 
with her family on the sea-coast of Ayrshire. 
Thus severed by distance and family ties, the 
cQusins kept up their love for each other by an 
occasional interchange of letters. The clergy- 
man's wife became the mother of a numerous 
family, in whose welfare the unmarried cousin, 
who in the course of years had removed with her 
household to Edinburgh, naturally felt a great 
interest. One night, about twenty-two years ago. 

Miss was lying in bed awake, as she thought, 

when the door of her room slowly opened, and a 
light gleamed into the chamber, emanating from 
a female figure with a newly-born infant in her 
arms, which glided to the bedside in the semblance 
of her cousin, the Lincolnshire clergyman's wife. 
Laying the baby on the bosom of the spellbound 

Miss , and saying softly, " Bring this child up 

for me," the figure faded into the darkness, and 
was gone. Miss became insensible, and 
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when she recovered found herself bathed in tears, 
and full of unwonted agitation. As soon as the 
intelligence could be conveyed by post, a letter 

arrived, informing Miss of the death of her 

cousin in childbed, at her husband's vicarage, on 
the very night of her apparition in Edinburgh. 

At the expiration of two years, the Rev. Mr. , 

who had been travelling in Italy for the allevia- 
tion of his sorrow, came to Edinburgh, sought 
and obtained the hand of his dead wife's cousin, 
and thus devolved upon her the charge confided 
to her by her departed friend. How she fulfilled 
the trust is best known by her domestic circle ; 
and a fine young man now repays with the most 
ardent affection the care of her whose love for 
his dead mother had bridged across the gulf 
which divides two worlds.' 

In the above account we have again the same 
collateral evidence of its truthfulness — the ar- 
rival of a letter conveying the intelligence that 
the cousin died on the night of the apparition. 
The circumstances of the narrative are also pecu- 
liarly affecting, and sweetly unfold to our view 
the associations of friendship in their most har- 
monious form. Here we find, first, two young 
girls united in affection by the merit which each 
discovered in the other. The harmony of their 
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manners was the natural attraction of their hearts, 
and thus their friendship was not dissolved by the 
interruption of companionship ; for, when the grace 
and beauty of womanhood crowned their charms, 
and circumstances separated them, they still enter- 
tained for each other the strongest affection. Like 
the diamond, their love for each other was ever 
unsullied, bright, lasting, and hard to break. 
Bonds of friendship like this win the smile of 
Heaven : need we wonder, therefore, that when 
the earthly tie was snapt — ^when it was suddenly 
divided under circumstances which, more than 
others, awe and affect the human heart, some 
uncommon event took place which made a claim 
for the faithful recognition of a duty, and gave a 
sanctity to distress ? Then let the lip be hushed 
to silence, which, without thought, might be 
moved to speak against the affecting manifes- 
tation of divine power in connection with the 
departure of this handmaid of God. Let it 
be remembered that the happy associations of 
friendship occupy no inconsiderable position in 
the Old Testament Scriptures, and that the Great 
Friend of our race, when on earth, delighted to 
gladden them with his presence. Travellers tell 
us that there is a steep place in the river St. 
Lawrence, down which the waters fall from a 
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height of 154 feet. But, say they, it is not the 
height which makes the fall so grand, it is the 
quantity of waters which come bulging down. 
All the opposition of the world could not stop 
the sound of their voice, which can be heard at a 
distance of 25 miles. The spray forms a white 
cloud over the fall, yet so bright and pure that 
it seems a fit abode for angels ; and to see this 
grand display of nature, strangers come to the 
falls of Niagara from all parts of the globe. 
Again, the man of science tells us of the magni- 
ficence of the heavens, and the prodigious power 
by which they are regulated and preserved. But 
does unthinking nature absorb all the attention 
of the divine mind ? Is the thunder of the water- 
fall, or the ponderous spheres that sweep the 
space of heaven, to monopolize the divine care 
and complacency i No ; in connection with our 
humanity are to be displayed the eternal wisdom, 
power, riches, and love of God. Let us not, then, 
be incredulous, if, as in the singular death of this 
sainted woman, whilst He hides himself in the 
dark clouds, we see the finger of lightning trace 
the hem of his garment, and hear from the 
bosom of darkness the sound of his glorious 
power. 

We have a remarkable case of an apparition 
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recorded in the Scriptures, i Sam. xxviii., to 
which reference has already been made, wherein 
Saul consulted ' a woman who had a familiar 
spirit/ at Endor. Saul was hard pressed by the 
Philistines ; and as Samuel the prophet was dead, 
and there was no means of ascertaining the pro- 
bable result of the intending struggle, ' Saul dis- 
guised himself, and put on other raiment, and he 
went, and two men with him, and came to the 
woman by night. And he said, I pray thee, 
divine unto me by the familiar spirit, and bring 
me up whom I shall name unto thee. And the 

« 

woman said unto him. Behold, thou knowest what 
Saul hath done, how he hath cut off those that 
have familiar spirits, and the wizards, out of the 
land : wherefore then lay est thou a snare for my life, 
to cause me to die } And Saul sware to her by 
the Lord, saying, As the Lord Hveth, there shall 
no punishment happen to thee for this thing. 
Then said the woman. Whom shall I bring up 
unto thee } And he said. Bring me up Samuel. 
And when the woman saw Samuel, she cried with 
a loud voice ; and the woman spake unto Saul, 
saying, Why hast thou deceived me } for thou art 
SauL And the king sa.id to her, Be not afraid ; 
for what sawest thou.? And the woman said 
unto Saul, I saw gods ascending out of the earth. 
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And he said unto her, What form is he of ? And 
she said, An old man cometh up, and he is covered 
\vith a mantle. And Saul perceived that it was 
Samuel, and he stooped with his face to the 
ground and bowed himself. And Samuel said 
to Saul, Why hast thou disquieted me, to bring 
me up ? And Saul answered, I am sore distressed ; 
for the Philistines make war against me, and God 
is departed from me, and answereth me no more, 
neither by prophets nor by dreams : therefore I 
have called thee, that thou mayest make known 
unto me what I shall do. Then said Samuel, 
Wherefore then dost thou ask of me, seeing the 
Lord is departed from thee, and is become thine 
enemy ? And the Lord hath done to him as he 
spake by me; for the Lord hath rent the kingdom 
out of thine hand, and given it to thy neighbour, 
even to David. Because thou obeyedst not the 
voice of the Lord, nor executedst his fierce wrath 
upon Amalek, therefore hath the Lord done this 
thing unto thee this day. Moreover, the Lord 
will deliver Israel with thee into the hand of the 
Philistines, and to-morrow shalt thou and thy sons 
be with me ; the.Lord also shall deliver the Jiost 
of Israel into the hand of the Philistines. Then 
Saul fell straightway all along on the earth, and 
was sore afraid, because of the words of Samuel : 
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and there was no strength in him ; for he had 
eaten no bread all the day, nor all the night 
And the woman came unto Saul, and saw that 
he was sore troubled, and said unto him, Behold, 
thine handmaid hath obeyed thy voice, and I 
have put my life in my hand, and I have hear- 
kened unto thy words which thou spakest unto 
me : now, therefore, I pray thee, hearken* thou 
also unto the voice of thine handmaid, and let me 
set a morsel of bread before thee, and eat, that 
thou mayest have strength when thou goest on 
thy way. But he refused, and said, I will not 
eat. But his servants, together with the woman, 
' compelled him ; and he hearkened unto their 
voice. So he arose from the earth, and sat on 
the bed.' 

Now we have here a very powerful corrobora- 
tion of the separate existence of the spirit after 
the decease of the body. In all probability the 
woman did not expect the terrible visitation; 
hence her crying out with a loud voice. For 
the punishment of Saul, the witcheries of the 
woman were superseded by realities; and the 
effect was terrible upon the disobedient king 
He fell prostrate upon the floor, and reniained 
in a state of unspeakable grief, with a strength- 
less body for some time. He knew the words 
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would be true ; and accordingly we read, two 
chapters further on, that they were literally ful- 
filled. The whole narrative has the semblance 
of truth, particularly that part where it is stated 
that Saul went to the woman in disguise, owing 
to the fact that he had cut off those who pro- 
fessed to deal with a familiar spirit ; and from 
this account we learn that the disembodied spirit^ 
of Samuel appeared, and that the disembodied . 
spirits of Saul and .his three sons were to be in 
the spirit world on the morrow — like the case 
of the thief on the cross — on the very day of 
their death. 

We have then in Scripture, tradition, and ex- 
perience, the fullest reasons for believing that a 
spirit which exists in a body — as in the case of 
mankind — can also exist out of it, and thus 
become a disembodied spirit. With such testi- 
mony, from which we cannot swerve, we have 
abundant reasons for rejoicing, and for seeking 
that preparation for our change which shall 
render our entrance upon immortality blessed 
and triumphant. 

* This is the bud of being 1 the dim dawn ! 
Life's theatre as yet is shut, and death, 
Strong death alone, can heave the massy bar, 
This gross impediment of clay remove, 
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And make us embryos of existence free. 

From real life, but little more remote, 

Is he not yet a candidate for light, 

The future embyro slumbering in his sire ? 

Embryos we must be till we burst the shell — 

Yon ambient azure shell — and spring to life' ! 

The life of gods ! — oh, transport ! — and of man,' 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE MINISTRY OF ANGELS. 

E never think of a king without associ- 
ating therewith ideas of authority, rule, 
and, power ; and never speak of a king- 
dom without associating with it ideas of ministers, 
soldiers, and subjects. In the same way, but in a 
stronger degree, we cannot think of the Supreme 
Ruler of the universe without associating with his 
divine majesty a noble executive who stand in 
his presence, a host of intelligent servants, the 
ministers of his will, and myriads of worship- 
pers before his throne, who celebrate his praise. 
Probably it is for this very reason that we find 
in pagan writers so much of polytheism and 
subordinate spirits, because, apart from the 
numerous and graphic accounts of angels in the 
Scriptures, the reflective mind must acknow- 
ledge that subordinate spirits, ministering angels, 
adoring worshippers, and creatures, constitute 
the majesty, supremacy, dominion, and worship 

H 
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of God. Their number too must be very great ; 
but on this point the Scriptures are singularly 
expressive. Daniel, describing his vision of the 
Ancient of Days, said, ' A fiery stream came from 
before Him, thousand thousands ministered unto 
Him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood 
before Him.' The Saviour, in the time of his 
humility and suffering, said that his heavenly 
Father could have given Him more than 'twelve 
legions of angels.' 

But not only must their number be large, we 
naturally feel that they must be superior to our- 
selves, not only as creatures exempt from 
human frailties, but as intelligences possessed 
of higher mental and spiritual faculties. Now, 
one of the effects of their superior intelligence 
must be a manifestation of deep interest in the 
works of God. We see this illustrated amongst 
men. Suppose a humble agricultural labourer 
and a devout scholar pass through a rural dis- 
trict in the summer. Both see the same sun- 
shine, leafy woods, and flowering meads ; both 
hear the bubbling stream, the humming insect, 
and the singing birds ; but they have not the 
same feelings and enjoyment. The man with 
an unexpanded and unenlightened mind passes 
through the scene with little concern ; but the 



OF ANGELS. ii; 

intelligent and pious man finds a thousand pleas 
ing wonders in whatever he sees and hears, con- 
sequently his enjoyment and interest in creation 
are vastly superior. He cannot, let it be par- 
ticularly observed, pass through such a scene 
without being deeply interested. Let us change 
the illustration. Instead of a rural district, the 
same persons shall be the spectators of a differ- 
ent scene. It is night ; the beauties of this sub- 
lunary world are covered with the mantle of 
darkness, and hid from view ; but the brow of 
heaven is covered with stars. It is a fine night, 
will be all that the uneducated mind will think ; 
but it is an impressive night to the mind of a 
Christian philosopher. He is interested in the 
beauty, power, and wisdom displayed by the 
shining worlds above. His attention is arrested, 
and he lingers to contemplate the magnificence 
spread before him. 

The application of the illustration is this, that 
as angels are beings of superior intelligence to 
man, they will manifest deeper interest in the 
works of God, — not only in the display of his 
power in creation, but in the laws by which they 
are preserved and governed. For this reason 
man will be a creature of interest in their eyes, 
more particularly because, in connection with his 
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being, tliere are associated the sublimest mani- 
festations of divine wisdom, love, and power. 
The astronomer maps down every star, and ob- 
tains all possible knowledge concerning it ; the 
florist marks every bursting bud, and delight- 
fully contemplates the excellence of every bloonu 
So are the angels of God nicely observant of the 
ways of men, particularly, we may consider, of 
those whom God hath specially made his care. 

Again, angels will feel attached to God's 
people by the bonds of sympathy. Do we not 
feel interest and sympathy for our fellow-crea- 
tures M^ien they are exposed to danger and 
suffering? Our sympathy also extends to the 
superior animals. We are therefore obliged to 
acknowledge that from this consideration, also, 
the angels will feel interested in us — ^will de- 
light to sustain the office of ministering spirits. 
More than this, we can readily believe tliat the 
nature of many of them will be qualified by God 
for this very purpose, and thus be 'sent forth* 
to the work. Their influence must be very great 
in respect to the particular character of the work 
they perform in connection with their ministry. 
Christians under the divine care must be often 
influenced by angels. In times of trouble, good 
persons are undoubtedly particularly injluenced 
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by the ministry of angels ; and the experience of 
every true Christian, as well as an acquaintance 
with Christian biography, will convince us of 
this. Angels undoubtedly sustain the courage 
of the saints of God, who thus, though * faint,* 
are kept * still pursuing/ 

If Christians, then, are so largely and so fre- 
quently influenced by angels, it might be asked. 
Have good men ever been impressed with the 
expectation of seeing their cause vindicated in 
this life ? Have they ever been led to suppose 
that there would be an equal distribution of 
rewards and punishments in the present world ? 
Have they struggled against vice, maintained 
their virtue, and despised worldly patronage and 
gains, with a view of reward in this state of 
existence ? Have they thought it good that, 
whilst they themselves led a life of suffering, and 
perhaps penury and want, the profligate and 
despiser of God should flourish often as ' the 
green bay tree ?' No ! they have never had 
such impressions. They have never understood 
things in such a kght On the contrary, their 
impressions — their deep and clear impressions — 
the impressions which seem to come to theoi 
with all the force and encouragement of a revela- 
tion from heaven — are, that rewards and punish- 
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ments will be distributed in another life, for 
which purpose the spirit becomes disembodied ; 
that they must seek moral perfection in order 
to be qualified for a glorified life hereafter ; that 
death is the gate to life, the grave a robing- 
room, and heaven the Christian's home. These 
impressions are made on their inmost nature all 
the more stronger in times of suffering. Under 
their encouraging influence the suffering Chris- 
tian despises the world, and smiles at death. 
In a word, under these angelic impressions, the 
divinely influenced soul acts like Moses, who, 
the divine record says, * refused to be called the 
son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to 
suffer affliction with the people of God, than to 
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season ; esteem- 
ing the feproach of Christ greater riches than 
the treasures in Egypt, for he had respect unto 
the recompense of the reward.' The strength 
of the Christian's consolation in death is, that 
the decease of the body will free the immortal 
spirit ; and all the consolations of the tried saint 
of God, when — as in the case of the Saviour in 
the garden of Gethsemane — ^he is strengthened 
by ministering angels, are confidence in the arm 
of Omnipotence, resignation to the divine will, 
and the expectation of glory when the taber- 
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nacle of mortality falls. If such, then, are the 
deep impressions of true Christians, we conclude 
that they are largely - made by the ministry of 
angels; and, therefore, that such ministry is a 
demonstration of the existence of the disem- 
bodied spirit in another life, immediately after 
the death of the body. 

But Scripture is very explicit on this subject. 
We are told that when good men die, their 
disembodied spirits are 'carried by angels' to 
heaven. On the dying bed the Christian can 
say: 

What is there here to court my stay, 

Or hold me back from home, 
Whilst angels beckon me away. 

And Jesus bids me come ? 

There is sorrow amongst mortals when the be- 
liever departs. Tears dim the eyes of friends, 
and perhaps convulsive grief heaves their heart ; 
but when 

Mortals say a man is dead, 
Angels sing a child is born 1 

The instances in which angels — God's mini- 
stering spirits — have by some spiritual vision 
been recognised by departing saints, are nume- 
rous, and the circumstances connected with their 
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visit to the dyfng chamber are often such as to 
fully prove the reality of the heavenly vision. 
John Gay, junior, died at Worcester, Sept 4, 
1834. About an hour before his decease his 
father prayed with him, and felt remarkably 
^sisted and blest whilst on his knees. * When 
I rose,' says his father, in a brief narrative of the 
event, * heaven seemed to beam from my son's 
countenance, and he suddenly exclaimed, '*0 
my father, there, there is my blessed Jesus, with 
such a host of angels! He is come for me !" To 
his sister, who was standing near me by his bed- 
side, I said, " Poor boy, he is light-headed." He 
heard me say so, and quickly replied, "My 
dear father, I have my proper senses. Can't 
you see the angels V* I said, " No, my dear boy, 
I am not permitted to see what you see." He 
then repeated several verses of hymns, and 
prayed for his friends, occasionally conversing 
in a perfectly rational manner on different sub- 
jects. He was full of rejoicing. He also spoke 
of his funeral, fixing his eyes on me, and then 
engaged in prayer again, fixing his eyes upon the 
place where he said the angels were waiting to 
receive him. He lay about half an hour, and 
then sweetly breathed his soul into the hands of 
God who gave it* 



OF ANGELS. 12 1 

A similar instance is published concerning the 
death of the son of a pious man, named Field. 
The narrative says : ' His whole soul seemed en- 
gaged in looking up, and his eyes were steadily 
fixed on a corner of tke room, from which place 
he scarcely ever turned them for three hours. 
He soon after exclaimed, " I see heaven." " Do 
you see anything, my son ?" said his father. 
" Yes," said he, " I see heaven. It brightens ta 
my view." In a few minutes he exclaimed, 
"Brighter and brighter still*" He then con- 
versed with his father. His whole soul seemed 
drawn out after God. His eyes were still turned 
towards the same spot, and his soul seemed 
struggling to escape from the body, and join 
the happy band which, by the power of God, he 
saw before him. Soon afterwards he died.' 

Such instances as these remind us of the 
Saviour's words respecting the death of Lazarus^ 
who, He said, ' was carried by angels into Abra- 
ham's bosom ;' and in both instances it will be 
observed, that some time before death, each of 
these departing saints fixed their eyes on a 
vision of angels and heavenly glory. At times 
they turned their heads to speak with their 
friends, but gladly resumed the contemplation. 
of the beautiful sight, which, like the ' captain of 
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the host of the Lord/ whom Joshua saw, stood 
over against them. Such happy occurrences 
are to be expected, when it is written, that ' pre- 
cious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his 
saints ;' and, doubtless, the angels who minister 
to the wellbeing of the militant church of Christ, 
behold with exultation the final triumph of each 
member of the redeemed host of God. It is then 
that their banners are unfurled, that the stan- 
dard is lifted up against the enemy, that the 
strong arm of an omnipotent Saviour is made 
manifest; and it is then that the pillars of heaven 
would bend rather than the weakest saint, rely- 
ing on the righteousness and strength of his 
Lord, should not partake of his Redeemer's 
triumph. What exultation pervades the heavenly 
band when they join hands, and speed their 
flight with the disembodied spirit to the courts 
of heaven, where ceaseless hallelujahs ring ; and 
how lost in wonder, love, and praise is the new- 
made citizen of the skies, when that which is 
now the ceiling becomes the footstool, and the 
pearly gates and splendid domes of heaven 
brighten in his sight ! 

Sometimes it is but the waving of the hand, 
or a breath of praise, that the departing saint 
can give his sorrowing friends in token of his 
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triumph ; for, doubtless, it is not only the weak- 
ness of the body, but the unutterable glory 
which is witnessed that causes them to say so 
little. When Dr. Winter, a clergyman in the 
Church of England, died, he raised himself up 
in his bed early in the morning, and said to his 
wife, 'I have this night been conversing with 
angels ;* and, as in a rapture, he cried out, ' Oh 
the glories that are prepared for the saints of 
God ! The Lord hath been pleased this night 
to show me the exceeding weight of glory which 
is laid up in heaven for his chosen ones/ He 
further went on to say, that he had, in common 
with other servants of God in the ministry, 
studied about the glory of heaven ; but he now 
saw that all the divines on earth were children 
in the knowledge of the great mystery of 
heavenly glory, which the Lord had that night 
given him a clearer sight of than ever he had 
before, and his soul was so wonderfully elevated 
that he could not declare what he felt He 
then desired that his relations and the rest of 
the family might be called up, that he might 
acquaint them with the discovery he had had ; 
but when he attempted to describe it, he was so 
swallowed up in the contemplation of it that he 
could not utter what he desired. He continued 



124 THE MINISTRY OF ANGELS. 

all the day in very high raptures, uttering the 
most joyous acclamations of thankfulness to 
God and his Saviour. In the evening he found 
himself dying, and affectionately shook hands 
with his friends. Presently he lifted up his eyes, 
saying, ' Come, Lord Jesus !' and shortly after- 
wards said with a smile, ' Art Thou come ?* He 
then breathed out his soul to God. Here then 
we see that so overwhelmingly glorious and 
beautiful is a sight of the angelic hosts, and so 
rapturous are the joys which await the happy 
disembodied spirit, that no language can convey 
them to our earthly minds. 
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the world becayse it brought life and immortality 
to light. During the first two centuries of the 
Christian era, when the wrath of the Roman 
emperors was directed against the believers in 
the triumph of the human spirit over death, and 
its immediate entrance upon a state of condem- 
nation or eternal blessedness in another world, 
there was a most singular manifestation of divine 
power. So visible was the hand of God in sus- 
taining the spirits of his saints at the stak^ or 
when thrown amongst wild beasts, or when 
slowly tortured to death, that devout Christians 
actually panted to become God's heroes of the 
truth of the gospel, and the 'witnesses' of the 
Saviour's power. The martyrs in the two first 
centuries, in particular, died because they would 
not renounce their belief in the gospel, and the 
power and exaltation of Jesus Christ, and in 
their death they fully expected that their dis- 
embodied spirits would be taken to heaven* 
The working of the Holy Spirit within them 
strengthened and encouraged their faith in this 
doctrine. The triumphant deaths they died, 
and their victory over pain and suffering, were 
the result of the power of God, whidi thus testi- 
fied that their hopes were well founded. But if 
their hope of immediate blessedness after death 
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was without foundation, they have died as de- 
ceived men, and their faith was vain. Poly- 
carp (who had conversed with St. John) suffered 
martyrdom about the year 180, in Asia. Before 
the fire was kindled, which miraculously did not 
go near his body, but bent round him like the 
sail of a ship, so that they were obliged to kill 
him with a spear, he offered up thanksgiving to 
God. He said, * Father of thy well-beloved and 
blessed Son, Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have received the knowledge of Thee ; the God 
of angels and powers, and all creation, and of 
all the family of the righteous that live before 
Thee ; I bless Thee that Thou hast thought me 
worthy of the present day and hour, to have a 
share in the number of the martyrs, and in the 
cup of Christ, unto the resurrection of eternal 
life, both of the soul and body, in the incorrup- 
tible felicity of the Holy Spirit ; aihong whom 
may I be received in thy sight, THIS DAY, as a 
rich and acceptable sacrifice.' Such was the re- 
joicing of this blessed martyr in the prospect of 
immediate glory, that when his friends picked 
up the charred bones of his body, which, in 
revenge for his triumph, had been burnt after 
he had died from the sword, they determined to 
* celebrate the natal day of his martyrdom' year 



I30 THE TESTIMONY 

after year. Thus the church over which Polyr 
carp was bishop made the day of his death his 
birthday for a better world. But if the spirit of 
man did not live and exist in a conscious life 
after death, Polycarp and the church of Christ 
were deceived, — an alternative which we cannot 
for a moment entertain. The same might be 
said of the other illustrious martyrs of the first 
two centuries. Paul went to the block shout- 
ing, ' I have kept the faith !' Kept what ? All 
that gospel, which he seemed very desirous 
men should understand that he had received 
by revelation of Jesus Christ, and not of man ; 
that gospel of pardon and love, through the 
sacrifice of the Son of God, by which he cried, 
' O death, where is thy sting } O grave, where 
is thy victory Y that gospel of immediate blessed- 
ness after deaths by which he affirmed it was 
better *to depart and be with Christ,' to be 
'absent from the body, and present with the 
Lord;' and that gospel which enabled him to 
exclaim, * To die is gain.* 

But if Paul, when he was beheaded, did not 
that day enter into heaven, he had strangely 
misunderstood the revelations of his Divine 
Master, and more than all others died a de- 
ceived man. If his disembodied spirit did not 
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consciously live in heaven after his decease, his 
death, instead of sealing the truth of the gospel, 
has confirmed an error,— an alternative which 
we cannot for a moment entertain. 

We have not, then, attached sufficient impor- 
tance to the death of martyrs in the first and 
second centuries. These died to seal their 
strong faith in all the gospel, which then was 
new to the world ; and the remarkable power 
and grace of Christ, which enabled them to 
triumph over death, and look for immediate 
glory, was a divine attestation of the truth of 
that gospel for which they died. 




VII. 




CHAPTER VII. 

THE soul's exit. 

HIS part of our subject cannot be ap- 
proached without serious thought ; yet, 
perhaps, not so much serious thought, 
as sacred feeling. Seriousness implies gloom; 
but, from the language of Scripture, and the ex- 
perience we have of the happy deaths of many 
good people, we are induced to look upon the 
departure of the human spirit with a degree 
of comfort and peaceful acquiescence ; yea, of 
happy deliverance and rapturous triumph. 

As a rule, the soul makes its exit, and the 
body dies ; not the body dies and the departure 
of the spirit follows as a natural consequence. 
There is 'a spiritual and a natural life in man. 
They appear to be closely connected ; but it 
would be exalting the natural over the spiritual, 
to suppose the death of the body always to be 
the immediate cause of the soul's exit. It would 

135 



136 THE SOULS EXIT. 

be far worse than supposing that the sun daily 
revolved round the earth, instead of the earth 
turning upon its own axis. We know that, in 
the case of frightful accidents, when the body is 
so mutilated and crushed that the functions of 
life cannot be carried on, the destruction of the 
body is the cause of the spirit becoming disem- 
bodied ; and, indeed, there may be one or two 
other instances in which the distinction we are 
speaking of can be but dimly recognised ; but 
we are prepared to prove that the weight of 
testimony is in favour of the premises we have 
laid down. Even in the case of accidental 
death we find reasons for establishing our argu- 
ment. What a wide difference there is between 
casualties occurring through railway accidents 
and suffocation by drowning ! In the former the 
organization of the body is destroyed ; biit in the 
latter, where no part of the mortal system is 
injured, we are often able, by artificial means, to 
save the patient from death. The 'vital spark' 
has not fled in many instances, when the bodies 
of apparently drowned persons are taken out of 
water, and for this reason the most persever- 
ing efforts ought to be made in every case. 
Though under unfavourable circumstances, 
the jewel is still in the casket in many of 
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these instances, awaiting the issue of nature's 
struggle in every atom of the body, and, when 
successful, again sending forth, from its un- 
quenchable vitality, the light and vigour of life. 

But the fact that the body dies owing to the 
exit of the soul, may be conclusively proved as 
follows : Do we not frequently hear of cases in 
which persons suffer from the ravages of virulent 
disease, and endure the most excruciating pain, 
and yet linger for days, weeks, and even months 
on their sick-beds ? The suffering passed through 
is wonderful ; and we marvel that nature bears 
so much. A physician visiting such a patient 
months ago, may have said, 'Shell not last 
the night ;' and, according to his knowledge of 
medical science, and the physiology of the 
human frame, he had good grounds for fnaking 
the assertion ; but still the patient lives. The 
chamber has long continued a place of suffer- 
ing and endurance, when, unexpectedly, and in 
the absence of friends, a sudden calm comes 
over the patient, the strong paroxysm of pain has 
gone, and with a peace which is indescribable, 
the weary sufferer breathes out her spirit. The 
bell is rung by the alarmed nurse ; but before 
friends can reach the chamber, the disembodied 
spirit has taken its flight. How deeply they are 
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impressed with the sanctity of that room ! They 
feel that the angels of peace have just been 
there, and mother, sister, or child, has gone with 
them. With tearful eyes they look upon the 
body ; but 

'The languishing head is at rest ; 

Its thinking and aching are o'er ; 
The quiet immovable breast 

Is heaved by affliction no more !' 

The disembodied spirit has been called away, 
and, triumphantly borne on the pinions of guar- 
dian angels, is rapidly rising to its brighter and 
higher life. 

Let us take another case. A man possessing 
a sound and vigorous constitution suffers from 
a slight ailment ; a medical practitioner is con- 
sulted, yet, although under such circumstances 
the disorder yields to medical treatment, he 
dies next day, unimpaired by either age or 
disease. Every one is surprised to hear of his 
decease ; and one after another recounts what 
took place between themselves and the departed 
but the previous day or two. Despite the strong 
constitution or the youthful frame, the time 
of departure was at hand, — the spirit is called 
away. Again, in the case of sudden death. 
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althou^ theiie are often physical evidences to 
show us which string of the harp was suddenly 
snapped, yet is there not much truth in the 
jury's verdict — ' Died by the visitation of God ?' 
But what is the langus^ of Scripture on this 
subject ? We read of the Saviour, that, when on 
the cross, He cried with a loud voice, 'Pather, 
into thy hands I commend my spirit ^ and hav- 
ing said thus, He gave up the ghost' That is, 
He breathed out his spirit, and then bowed his 
head and died. Again, how convincing is the 
case of the rich man ! Whilst congratulating 
himself, in health and strength, upon the produce 
of his fields, and promising himself much enjoy- 
ment, the command went forth: 'Thou fool! 
this night they (' the ministers of death,' for that 
is the literal translation) shall REQUIRE thy 
soul/ Persons who are tempted to commit 
suicide ought to remember these great facts. It 
must be a dreadful thing for the human spirit 
to enter upon the next stage of existence with- 
out being waited for and received. Even 
Stephen, the martyr, commended his spirit to 
the Lord Jesus, whom he saw in the holy vision- 
he had before he died ; and in all probability it 
is a delightful employment to the angels to re- 
ceive and carry the disembodied spirits of good 
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men to Paradise. It is an employment which 
the Saviour spoke of, and which the Jews fully 
believed. 

The foregoing statements will be sufficient to 
show us that the departure of the spirit is, in 
most instances, the cause of death. There is no 
spirit in a dead body. Immediately after death 
we observe a great change. Consciousness, feel- 
ing, and thought are no longer connected with 
it. The beautiful organism of the five senses is 
there ; but nothing is left to consciously receive 
their impressions. That which was affected by 
these impressions, and had the power to under- 
stand them, has departed. But as the body is 
still in existence, so is the spirit. The change ef- 
fected is owing to the severance between the two. 
And when we gaze upon the senseless body, we 
are powerfully convinced of two things: first, 
that the dead body before us is now nothing 
but a frame of matter ; and, secondly, that the 
spirit which actuates the* bodily frame, must, to 
produce such a result as that we are contem- 
plating, be the superior of the two. Superior 
because it gave life to the body — vivified it and 
gave it action. During the Great Exhibition of 
185 1, Mr. Charles Shepherd exhibited, in the 
south front of the arch of the transept, an 
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electro-magnetic clock. But what was that 
clock without the electro-magnetic arrange- 
ments and the distinct batteries for the pendu- 
lum, the wheels, and the bell ? The semicir- 
cular dial, and wheels, and bell of that wonderful 
mechanism did not constitute a clock. They 
did not produce the moving power, or regulate 
with fine precision the pendulum's spring. No, 
the mashanism was subservient to the power 
which actuated it ; and when this power was re- 
moved, the wheels and dial were useless, and 
ere this have probably been changed into other 
articles. We feel that the case is similar when 
we look upon the dead human body. The 
living, actuating power has gone, — the power 
which vivified it, which saw by the eye and 
heard by the ear, which impregnated and 
illumined it with life, has gone. The living 
power has gone ; for the spirit leaves the body 
at death. But it probably takes with it an ( 
impression of the tabernacle it has inhabited, 1 
barring imperfections and infirmities. How , 
beautifully striking does this idea reveal itself in ' 
the art of photography ! You enter the saloon 
and sit but a few moments before the camera ; 
the plate is then removed, which has previously 
been made sensitive by nitrate of silver; you 
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follow the artist (by his permission) into the 
laboratory ; but when he takes the plate out the 
dark slide, there is nothing on it You are 
astonished because you see nothing. Not so 
the artist. He develops the picture, washes it, 
and then intensifies it, until there is not only a 
precise and beautiful image of your person, but 
the very representation of your countenance, 
and the expression of your eye. You leave the 
laboratory impressed with the fact, that there 
are many great things whose existence and 
operation are beyond the ken of mortal eye, or 
knowledge of human mind. Just so, when our 
spirits leave the clay they have inhabited, the 
Great Artist of heaven may wisely design that 
they shall be developed into higher life, their 
faculties intensified, the spirit bearing, at the 
same time, some image of its late fleshly com- 
panion. The Father of our being — He who, as 
the prophet Zechariah tells us, 'formeth the 
spirit in man ' — may, at our dissolution, quicken 
dur spirits, and thus fit them for the new stage 
of existence they are to experience. It is a 
physiological fact, that there is a period in preg- 
nancy when the. child is 'quickened* Jn the 
womb. We read also that when bom of God, 
the soul is ' quickened by the Spirit ;* and we 
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may be thus led to infer, that when the body is 
dead, the spirit of man is again quickened by 
that power described in Scripture as a ' quicken- 
ing Spirit/ and qualified by the bestowment of 
another form for its new sphere of existence 
above. In contemplating a future existence 
after death, we have not to consider ' How can 
I live without this body ?' We have only to 
ask, ' What can Omnipotence do ? ' Who shall 
dare to limit the energies of divine power, or 
sound the depths of God's wisdom and know- 
ledge ? With Him all things are possible. 
When the Lord Jesus was entering into Jerusa- 
lem, in fulfilment of prophecy, He rebuked the 
unbelief of the Pharisees by saying, * If these 
(the multitude) should hold their peace, the 
stones would cry out* Almighty power can 
turn water into wine, stones into bread, or into 
living creatures. Is it easier to do these things 
than to preserve our thinking spirits ? He made 
Aaron's rod to blossom, though it had been 
severed from the tree upon which it grew : if, 
therefore, Christ, the Lord of life, says, 'He 
that liveth and believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live,' have we any reason for 
disbelieving Him, and thus become worse than 
the unbelieving Pharisees ? We must believe — 
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and Scripture, science, and reason warrant us 
in believing it — that when we die, the spirit is 
immediately ' gathered ' or * carried ' to the spirit 
world ; that it is quickened by divine power — 
the irresistible and unlimited power of Him who 
is life— and lives and acts in the possession of 
the higher attributes of consciousness ; that it is 
in the spirit world ' clothed upon,' as Paul beauti- 
fully observes, by some spiritual form which the 
Father of spirits has prepared for it ; that, in 
the case of the righteous, it is rapturously wel- 
comed by saints and angels, greeted by those 
who have been fellow-companions in this lower 
world, and blest with the fulness of life, and the 
unending joys of eternity. 

Far beyond death bright star-lit worlds appear. 

And hallelujahs to the Eternal One 
From angel choirs break on the ravished ear. 

Enfranchised hosts surround the Almighty's throne ; 
Millions of souls that once resided here. 

Now shine resplendent as the burning sun ; 
Arrayed in glory in these regions bright, 
Where joy for ever dwells, and day doth know no night 

Then, welcome Death ! Why do we shrink from thee ? 

Mysterious road to other spheres — 
A change of scene in the eternity 

Which is before us. This wide world appears 
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The first which God allowcth man to see, 

Whereon we linger for a few short years. 
Death ends one act, and is a brief repose 
In the grand drama time hereafter will disclose. 

There is nothing which has come within tlie 
reach of human knowledge upon which we have, 
without exception, found that our views have 
been far too mean and limited, as on spiritual 
subjects. . An eminent ' ruler of the Jews * was 
convinced of this when Jesus Christ presented 
the nucleus of the gospel to his mind. Indeed, 
the Saviour was always pointing out to the Jews 
— instructed as they were in theology, and event- 
ful as their history had been with stupendous 
manifestations of divine power — the narrow 
gauge with which they circumscribed many 
religious questions. When the daughters of 
Salem, with eyes dimmed with tears, stood 
before the sepulchre at the dawn of morn, and 
saw the stone was rolled away, they did not 
suppose for a moment that the Saviour had 
' risen.* And so has it been with every portion 
of divine revelation: when it has been manifested, 
the littleness of man*s faith has been reproved. 
But there have been men who, forgetful that the 
' heavens are higher than the earth,' have sought 

to square all spiritual things with their own low 

K 
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* thoughts.' Dr. Richard Price was one of these. 
He lived in the last century ; and one of the re- 
markable things which bro.ught him into such 
differences with his ecclesiastical friends, was his 
opinion that the soul remained in a dormant 
state between death and the resurrection. The 
doctor's idea never received credence, because it 
is as philosophically absurd as it is scripturally 
incorrect. If such a doctrine be true, why, then, 
the penitent dying thief has not joined his Lord 
in Paradise ; and (without further illustration) 
Paul, who expressed himself so * willing 'to be 

* absent from the body,' in order that he might 
be 'present with the Lord,' has been, is now, 
and probably may be for some time to come, a 
deluded man. 

It will be remembered that, in the days of the 
Saviour and the apostles, there were performed 
some striking miracles. Persons were raised from 
the dead. How desirable it is to the living to know 
something of their experience between their death 
and resuscitation ! Had we lived in their days, we 
should eagerly have asked them several questions ; 
not, perhaps, so much of those who, as in the 
case of Jairus' daughter, had been dead but a 
short time, as of Lazarus, who had been dead 
some days, and was buried. The Saviour, 
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speaking of him to his disciples, said, * Lazarus 
is dead;' and Martha at the tomb, alluding to 
his body, said, ' Lord, by this time he stinketh, 
for he hath been dead four days.* Yet Lazarus 
lived again. He came forth, bound with grave- 
clothes, when he heard the voice of Omnipo- 
tence. God in flesh was there, and the God-man 
triumphed in his strength over our great foe. 
His eyes saw the distress of Lazarus' friends. 
He pitied them ; and then was witnessed one of 
the greatest events Jn the universe. Those eyes 
which, with one piercing glance, could com- 
mand the plains of heaven and the caverns of 
hell, were dimmed with tears: 'Jesus wept!' 
That bosom of his, where mysteriously existed 
the spirit that gave laws to the universe, and 
directed the complicated wheels of eternal provi- 
dence, was heaved with convulsive grief. The work 
was accomplished, and our foe was vanquished. 
The event naturally caused a great comriiotion 
amongst the people. ' Then many of the Jews 
. . . believed on Him.' The affair was immedi- 
ately communicated to the chief men. ' The 
chief priests gathered together,' and the Pharisees 
held ' a council.' Soon afterwards, tbe friends of 
Lazarus, and others who felt so interested in 
Jesus, ' made him a supper,* and ' Lazarus was 
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one of them that sat at the table with Him.' 
* Much people of the Jews/ who, when they knew 
Jesus was at supper in Bethany, ' came, not for 
Jesus* sake only, but that they might see Lazarus 
also, whom He had raised from the dead ;' and 
so great was the commotion, that the chief rulers 
of the Jews thought it was expedient ' to put 
Lazarus to death, because by reason of him 
many of the Jews' — ^hard-headed incredible men 
— ' w^nt away and believed on Jesus.' Alas ! the 
curtain drops here. We have not a word of 
Lazarus' experience whilst his body was in the 
grave. These Jews conversed with him, and 
undoubtedly asked him questions; but not an 
answer has outlived him. Apostles and evan- 
gelists ! why leave such important questions 
unanswered, save by the testimony of tradition } 
Why not have left us some private record } 
Contemporaries of the apostles ! why have your 
pens been dry upon a subject of such importance 
to our common humanity } Never had you a 
more iacilerestiag subject to write, upon, and never 
a better opportunity. There was then, and soon 
afterwards, a bright constellation of distinguii^ed 
men of letters. O Seneca, preceptor of Nero ; 
Quintus Curtius, imperial historian ; and Josephus, 
historian of the Jews ! why have ye not written 
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on this? Lucan, the poet, this was a fit subject 
for thy verse; but why hast thy tongue been 
silent here? Pliny (the elder), the cdebrated 
philosopher, what hast thou been about on this 
question ? Martial, Epictetus, and Qutntilian, 
orators and critics, we search your text-books in 
our modern universities in vain for more informa- 
tion upon this and other all-absorbing topics. 
But, alas for humanity ! Jesus was then a de- 
spised Nazarene, and your prejudice and pride 
stayed your pens and tongues, which were easily 
moved on other occasions. Then, what shall we T 
do? Are we to suppose that the same power 
which raised Lazarus sealed up his memory of 
the intermediate state ? — ^that he forgot his ex- 
perience of that stage of existence like one that 
forgetteth his dream ? Are we to suppose that, 
as Jesus said to his disciples, ' This sickness is 
not unto death, but for the glory of God, that 
the Son of God might be glorified thereby,' the 
soul of Lazarus, when his body was inanimate, 
was, like that of a half-drowned man, in a state 
of unconsciousness, which was allowed until he 
heard in the grave the voice of Jesus ? Does it 
not seem more probable that, as Paul, through 
the grace and mercy of God, was caught up to 
the third heavens, where he heard mystic revda- 
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tions and witnessed the glory of Paradise, so the 
holy and faithful Lazarus — the head of the family 
where Jesus in his sufferings and humiliation 
found more than elsewhere a shelter for his head, 
the Lazarus whom Jesus loved — should also be 
pre-eminently honoured with a sight of the courts 
of Paradise, and the worship of the enfranchised 
spirits before the throne ? If other servants of 
the living God were honoured by a sight of his 
glory, — such as Moses, when he talked with God 
at the burning bush, and on the mount ; Elisha, i 

when he saw the innumerable armed hosts on the 
mountains ; Ezekiel, when the hand of the Lord 
was upon him by the river of Chebar ; Daniel, 
when blessed with glorious visions in Babylon ; 
Paul, when he was caught up into the third 
heavens, and numerous others, — ^shall we not 
believe that he who sympathized with the suffer- 
ing Son of Man, and was called in such a remark- 
able manner to illustrate his power, was also 
blessed with the bright vision of glory? Do 
not all the records of the infant Christian church ! 

convince us that the first Christians had more 
comprehensive views of the reality of the next i 

world than we have ? How much stronger, for 
instance, would" be our faith, if we had a Paul to 
converse with at our firesides, as they had ! 
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How deeper would our interest in the happiness 
of the disembodied spirit be, if Peter, James, and 
John, who witnessed the transfiguration, were 
occasionally our guests! Even now, in these 
distant days, when we meet with an eminent 
servant of Christ, whose experience of the saving 
power of Christ is greater than most others, we 
feel our eyes to fill with tears of joy, and our 
hearts to swell with gratitude and love to God, 
when such a person speaks of God's dealings. 
What then must have been the blessedness of 
Lazarus and his two sisters, who were privileged 
with hearing Christ speak ? and that they often 
talked with Him of the resurrection and Paradise, 
is evident from the narrative which speaks of the 
resurrection of Lazarus. With what readiness 
does Martha answer the Saviour, when she says, 
' / know that he shall rise again at the last day!' 
And then, as if to comfort her heart, the Saviour 
added, ' He that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth and 
believeth in me shall never die ; believest thou 
thisf ' This was enough. Her answer was s<Mne- 
thing like that of Thomas, when, with swimming 
eyes, and a heart suffused with divine love, he 
cried, ' My Lord and my God!' 

We must admit, then, that Lazarus, too, saw 
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the intermediate state, and walked with saints 
in light. Blest servant of God! the privileged 
views of heavenly glories bestowed on other 
saints of the Most High, were not withheld from 
thee. As thou didst sympathize with the suffer- 
ing Son of jjrod, and, with thy sisters, minister 
to his wants, the angels of the Lord would vie 
to minister to thine. The heavenly choirs who 
carried the other Lazarus to Paradise, would wait 
to waft thine to see the glorious abode of dis- 
embodied spirits. Had this not been the case, 
Peter, with_whom thou didst subsequently con- 
verse, would never have written to the church, 'So 
an entrance shall be ministered unto you ahm* 
dantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Wherefore I will not 
be negligent to put you always in remembrance 
of these things, though ye know them, and be 
established in the present truth. Yea, I think it 
meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir 
you up, by putting you in remembrance; knowing 
that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle.' 

DIVINE CONVICTIONS OF IMMORTALITY IN 

DEATH. 

It is a reasonable supposition, that, seeing what 
has already been advanced in this little work in 
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support of the conscious existence of the human 
spirit after the death of the body, we should 
expect that imn>ediately before, or during the 
departure of the soul, there should be some 
evidence of the great change about to take place. 
This evidence may not be found in every in- 
stance; but we are warranted to suppose that 
such an important change would not occur 
without sometimes indicating the character of 
its work. 

The soul's dark cottage, batter'd and decayed, 

Lets in new light through chinks that time hath made. 

Now, there seem to be two kinds of evidence 
which we can recognise as indications of the 
triumph of the spirit over death and its entrance 
into another world. They are both worthy of 
our deepest attention. First, we often find that 
persons about to die, but who are still in the 
possession of their faculties, have remarkably 
clear ideas of the certainty of the next life. 
Their thoughts upon this subject may have been 
vague and indistinct ; but when the hour of their 
dissolution arrives, how impressive is their con- 
versation of the next world ! In health they 
have shuddered at the thought of death ; but 
now they rejoice in the prospect of dissolution* 
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Their attendants listen to what they say with 
almost bewildering astonishment. They talk not 
like the living, but like those who had been in 
the spiritual world. There appears not the re- 
motest shadow of a doubt in what they say ; but 
they speak like prophets, or as if they had received 
some special spiritual instruction and authority. 
We feel convinced on such occasions that they 
are inspired. Amongst the last words of Alex- 
ander Pope, the celebrated poet, were, ' I am so 
certain of the soul's being immortal, that I seem 
to feel it within me, as it were by intuition.* 
This statement of Pope is the more remarkable 
when it is remembered that he was a man. of no 
physical development. He was but four feet 
one inch high. We read that he was so thin, 
weakly, and crooked, that his body had to be en- 
cased in a kind of buckram shirt before he could 
stand without pain. His slender legs required 
the warmth of three pairs of woollen stockings, 
which he could neither get on nor off without 
assistance. So chilly was he, that, besides warm 
flannel, he wore a fur coat. He was washed, 
brushed, and dressed by a servant all his life. 
Yet in this poor spider-like shell of a body he 
lived to a good age, manifesting a spirit and 
understanding which were the admiration of the 
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great minds of his contemporaries. There can 
be no doubt that Socrates, when he held the 
bowl of poison in his hand, astonished those who 
were around him by the supernatural declaration 
he made, and which is all the more impressive, 
inasmuch as he was a pagan, and died before 
the gospel was proclaimed by Christ. * I am 
persuaded,' says he, 'that my death, which is 
now fast coming, will conduct me to the presence 
of the gods, who are the most righteous governors, 
and into the society of just and good men ; and 
I derive confidence from the hope that something ^ 
of the man remains after death, and that the 
condition of good men will then be much better 
than the bad.' These are wonderful words for a 
man to utter in the times in which Socrates lived, 
and seem to conclusively testify that men are 
often inspired before death. How many instances 
of the same fact have we in books of biography! 
of how many have we heard, or perhaps witnessed ! 
The poet seems to be impressed with the truth 
of this when he said — 

* The chamber where the good man meets his fate, 
Is privileged beyond the common walk 
Of virtuous life, quite on the verge of heaven.' 

The venerable Knox, on his death-bed, said, 'The 
time is approaching which I have long thirsted 
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for, wherein I shall be released from all my cares^ 
and be with my Saviour for ever.' 

The second evidence which we have of the 
triumph of the spirit over death, are the visions 
which some dying persons are privileged to wit- 
ness. This argument is not advanced without 
a recollection that many persons, in the vanity 
of their hearts, say visions of dying persons 
are to be attributed to the wandering and de- 
lirium of the mind. Some nien would explain 
away everything; but it may be asked with much 
propriety, first, whether on such occasions there 
is not often a distinct evidence of a dying person 
having a vision of spiritual objects without show- 
ing any signs of delirium ; and, secondly, whether 
there is r\ot usually an interval between these 
spiritual visions and impressions and any delirium 
which the suffering person may show. We must 
remember the common saying, ' God is the Grod 
of order;' and it may be remarked that, in bio- 
graphical works, where we meet with these in- 
stances, there is a distinction made between times 
when the person is rational or delirious. Here 
is a case in illustration of this. It is not selected 
from a number of others, but happens to be the 
only one at hand. 

It is an account of the death of a minister's 
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wife. The writer says : ' In reference to an ob- 
servation of my valued colleague in the ministry, 
that she would soon be in heaven, she observed, 
" I feel heaven in my heart already ;" and entered 
most energetically into the prayer which he 
offered up for the sanctification of this affliction 
to her distressed friends. After this we found 
her breath becoming fainter and fainter, and with 
difficulty we got her for the last time into bed, 
when she fell into a sweet doze. The cold sweats 
of death, however, were covering her face. In a 
short time, to our amazement, she broke forth in 
a dear but unearthly tone of voice : " Oh how 
dazzling ! oh how dazzling 1 oh how dazzling ! 
There are angels, angels, angels ! Oh the multi- 
tudes, the multitudes ! And there is Jesus, 
vdiom I now see for the first time. Who are 
those arrayed in white ? Oh how dazzling ! how 
dazzling ! And there is a crown of glory for me, 
and a palm of victory! All for the sake of 
Jesus ! All through the merits of ray dear 
Redeemer ! Oh the angels ! the angels ! How 
dazzling! how dazzUng! But it is dark; it is 
more than my eyes can bear." After a little 
more than a quarter of an hour, the vision 
seemed to have closed, and the entranced spirit 
of my almost beatified wife became once more 
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sensible of its connection with the earth and 
mortality/ The writer then goes on to describe 
the conversation they had with her, and then he 
says : ' After this her mind appeared^ somewhat 
to wander; but on my inquiring whether she 
felt Christ precious to her, she was immediately 
recalled, and replied with the greatest confidence, 
" Oh yes ! and ever since I obtained pardon." On 
asking whether she knew us, she quickly replied, 
"Mother — husband!"^ and stretching out her 
hand to each of us, and shaking them with as 
much cordiality as if nothing were the matter, 
she added, " Good-bye ! good-bye !" She died 
at half-past eight o'clock the same evening/ 

A clergyman, dying in the south of England, 
said to those around him : ' Oh, had I strength to 
speak, I could tell you such news as would 
rejoice your very soul. I have had such views 
of heaven.' Here his efforts to say more were 
drowned in death. * I see things unutterable/ 
said another dying servant of God. Elizabeth 
Drinker, a Quakeress, when dying, seemed much 
supported above the last conflict, and with an 
animated countenance said : ' Oh, the beauty ! 
the excellent beauty ! What a beautiful view I 
have of the hosts of heaven !* 

^ The italics are in the original 
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But in order to remove any prejudice against 
the statement that dying persons are often 
privileged with visions of heavenly glory, it 
need only be mentioned that the Scriptures say 
of St. Stephen, when being stoned to death, and 
in the full use of his faculties, ' He, being full of 
the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, 
and saw the glory of God, and said. Behold, I see 
the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing 
on the right hand of God.' Was Stephen delirious 
when he made this declaration.^ But if this 
scriptural statement, and the happy instances of 
the death of good men and women of which we 
sometimes hear and read, cannot be accepted by 
some men ; all that need be said is, such persons 
are not worth reasoning with. We know that 
we must guard against superstition; but it is 
greatly to be questioned, whether what is some- 
times called superstition and unreliable infor- 
mation by a certain class of ' eminent ' men of 
science, is not far more worthy of credence than 
the absurdities which such men bring before us. 

We have reasons for believing that the angels 
— ^those whose province it is to act as ministering 
spirits — are so deeply interested in the final 
triumph of believers, that they eagerly crowd 
around the chamber of the dying saint, and wait 



i6o THE SOULS EXIT. 

the jubilant moment when mortality is swallowed 

up in life. And not only will they exult in the 

believer's victory in gladsome songs, but others 

of God's enfranchised host will press near to 

salute their newly arrived brother, and shout the 

harvest home. Angels not only joy over the 

repenting sinner, but strike anew their golden 

lyres 

When love's redeeming work is done, 
Fought the fight — the battle won. 

Is it at all remarkable, then, that the half-glorified 
saint should sometimes, before our 6yes, tell us 
that he feels he is about to triumph ova* all his 
foes — ^that he should exult in the hour of nature's 
weakness, and shout his Great Deliverer's praise } 
Is it at all remarkable that he should receive, 
before departing, that spiritual sight which pene- 
trates the veil that hides from our eyes the 
glorious forms of God's angelic hosts ; and, gazing 
on the rapturous vision, he should exclaim : 

Gh, would He more of heaven bestow. 

And let the vessel break ; 
And let my ransomed spirit go 

To grasp the God I seek 1 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

•WHAT IS A DISEMBODIED SPIRIT? 

t 

HEN men of science meet with'difficulties 
beyond their actual knowledge, they 
labour on with patience till the subject 
of their research is more clear. Centuries elapsed 
before the system of the stellar and planetary 
universe was understood, but the result of inquiry 
showed that that was no reason for our ignorance. 
Sir Isaac Newton was asked by a friend, ' How 
came you to understand the system of the 
universe ?* He replied, ' By thinking about it' 
Other scientific men have made similar impor- 
tant discoveries. Watts thought about the pro- 
perties of steam till he invented the steam engine. 
The means which led to these discoveries, or con- 
firmed what, to some extent, was presupposed, 
were remarkably simple ; and it may be empha- 
tically asserted, that the means which we have 
for obtaining clearer views of higher subjects are 
vastly superior to those which, to the minds of 
men of scientific research, have been so impor- 
tant and satisfactory. Whilst, then, men of 
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science are stretching forth their hands to grasp 
the treasures of physical knowledge, are examin- 
ing the strata of the globe, investigating the 
chemistry of the stars, and looking into the re- 
cesses of the universe, let not those who delight 
in higher and more enduring things sit with 
folded arms ; but, by induction, reflection, and 
investigation, by 'comparing spiritual things 
with spiritual,' and by careful -examination of 
things already known, see if no reward is to be 
obtained for their labours by the improvement 
of the light they already possess. Never was 
the time so appropriate as now. There was a 
period in the world's history when ' the fulness 
of times ' had not arrived ; and, consequently, 
the embodiment of God in the flesh, and the 
brighter revelation of the truths of immortality, 
would then have been premature. But 'the day- 
star from on high * hath visited the world and 
flooded the minds of men with light. The^fixings^ 
of the old typical period have been broken down, 
and in their place those of a superior era have 
been reared. Have we no reason for believing 
that we now possess superior light than those 
existing when the present era was introduced ? 
Does not science itself come to our aid, and 
throw a light on the path which leads to a higher 
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and more comprehensive view of the next life ? 
The revelations of astronomy, geology, and 
chemistry, wait as handmaids of God at our feet. 
We are not alluding to the madcap theories of 
those haughty men, whose boasted conclusions of 
ill-studied science excite the derision of plough- 
boys — those men who, in the pride of their hearts, 
forsake the foundation truths of religion, and set 
up systems for men to worship; to regard which 
is far more absurd than to bow down to gods of 
wood and stone. We refer to such men as Sir 
Isaac Newton and Dr. Dick in astronomy, Hugh 
Miller and a wel^known professor in geology, and 
Sir Humphrey Davy and Faraday in chemistry — 
men of extensive knowledge, but deep humility ; 
great ability, but deep piety ; whose names and 
discoveries stand out as milestones in the path- 
way of human science, marking its progress and 
triumphs. 

It is difficult, however, to form a conception 
of anything we do not understand. When a 
missionary told the chief of a tribe of savages 
in the torrid zone, that in his country water 
sometimes became so hard that men could 
stand upon it and cut it into pieces like rock, 
the pious man nearly lost his life. The un- 
tutored savage scouted the assertion as a great 
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lie ; he could not comprehend it But it was 
far otherwise with the missionary, for he under- 
stood why it was so. He understood the change 
of temperature, and knew the point which 
marked on the thermometer the particular de- 
gree when ice is formed. It must be granted 
that a practical understanding of anything is 
better than theoretic knowledge ; but when the 
practical is unattainable, we must not deride 
that which is unavoidable, or to a certain extent 
theoretical. Did we reside in the depths of the 
watery world, we might marvel how so light an 
object as the thistle-down floated like a para- 
chute through the world of air ; how the par- 
ticles of matter could be so infinitesimal as to 
proceed from flowers unseen, and be recognised 
as the properties and odoriferous emanations of 
distinct species of plants. Being only acquainted 
with the power which forms the sand-drift, and 
thunders at the base of the rocky shore, how 
little should we comprehend the power of the 
ocean of air which exerts itself in the tornado, 
overturns buildings, uproots trees, and drives 
back the rising tide ! How little should we 
know of those gaseous properties, whose explo- 
sions burst the strongest metals and upheave 
the solid earth ! or, to ascend higher, how little 
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should we know of the swift power of the 
chariot of electric fire, whose rumbling wheels 
echo through the profound of heaven! The 
revelations of all science show us, that when 
we find matter in its finest and most spirit-like 
forms, we see it endowed with the highest beauty 
and most irresistible power. It is our difficulty of 
comprehension that forms the barrio to a better 
realization of *the world to come.' Beautiful 
as is this globe on which we live, brightened 
with light, adorned with flowers, blessed with 
fruits, and cheered with warmth, it is but as an 
ocean life compared with that which is to come. 
Our ideas of the future state have been too 
misty and dreamy. Modern science has cor- 
rected them, and improved our conceptions. 
Paul said, the * eternal power and Godhead ' of 
the Deity were ' understood by the things which 
are made ;' if so, then our deeper acquaintance 
with these * things' — ^tbis frame of matter and 
system of worlds — ^must exalt and clarify our 
ideas, and give us better conceptions of the 
life to come. The discoveries of the power, 
rapidity, and beauty of electricity have greatly 
aided as in the comprehension of a spiritual 
v/orld — ^its reality,, beauty, riches, power, and 
endurance. 



i68 WHAT IS A 

There must have been spirit before senseless 
matter was formed, and governed, and moulded, 
and impressed with its thousands of wonderful 
forms ; more so, perhaps, than that there must 
be space before occupation. We have, in former 
chapters, proved that spirit is first, and matter 
second. Spirit is the superior, the unquench- 
able, the enduring, the life, the eternal. There 
are spirits unbodied in flesh, but not less beau- 
tiful or conscious than ourselves. The most 
beautiful colours we know are not those painted 
upon the rose or tulip. The discoveries of the 
last twenty years show us brilliancy of colour 
in the electric prism, which matter, with all its in- 
comprehensible power and loveliness, seems too 
gross to portray. The higher our discoveries 
are, the more splendid do they appear. If 
we can catch the lightning from the cloud, and 
find it superior to grosser means for speed, for 
power, for light, for analysis, and for beauty, 
— if we can catch a ray of light from the sun, 
and find in it all the resplendent colours of the 
rainbow, and a demonstration of the chemical 
condition of the great luminary itself, — ^then we 
may be sure that the less earthly or material 
things are, the more glorious they must be. 

It may, however, be fairly said that the exist- 
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ence of the disembodied spirit after death is not 
so mysterious or incomprehensible to us as some 
other things. The resurrection of the body, 
which, perhaps, for thousands of years has been 
decomposed, must be more incomprehensible to 
us — ^though, perhaps, not so much to us as to 
those Uving in the early Christian era — ^than the 
continued conscious existence of our immaterial 
spirits, when the material body ceases to be ani- 
mate. Yet there is no doctrine so emphatically 
insisted upon throughout Scripture, as that of 
the resurrection of our bodies. It was the resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ from the icy grasp of the 
' King of Terrors ' that sealed his ministry, and 
formed the grand pledge of the divine accept- 
ance of the work which He had accomplished 
for human redemption. It was because Paul 
preached of the resurrection that the Epicureans 
and Stoics at Athens termed him a * babbler ;' 
and before the council of the learned Jews, he 
declared that he was called into question for his 
hope and the resurrection of the dead. In 
speaking, then, of the disembodied spirit, we are 
addressing ourselves to a subject of comparative 
plainness, but one which has been too much 
neglected ; and, consequently, the general ideas 
of mankind in reference to it have been misty. 
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and to a great extent unable to resist the ab- 
surdities which naturally arise for want of a 
better understanding. The imaginations of some 
men, also, have been so incompatible with the 
Scriptures, and the inductions of common sense, 
as to cloud the mind when thinking of the dis- 
embodied spirit One writer, in speaking of the 
- soul as occupying heaven, says : ' I imagine it as 
all eye, all ear, and all sensation.' Really such 
imaginations are 'all' nonsense, and perfectly 
inconsistent with every portion of Scripture which 
f speaks of angels. All creatures must have form 
and feature, and their forms are appropriate to 
their position and rank in the scale of being. 
Their forms also manifest order and beauty, and 
constitute the vehicle of their powers. In several 
accounts which we have of the angels, we read 
of their eyes ; and all the records of their visits to 
earth give us no other idea of their form than that 
of mankind — a form which the Lord of Life has 
taken. When, therefore, we imagine the occu- 
pants of the heavenly world existing in forms 
whose general shape is different to that of man- 
kind, we depart from all scriptural authority. 
The words, *all eye, all ear, and all sensation,' 
are a quotation from a poe^ but ought never to 
be applied to a creature occupying heaven. If 
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they be merely applied to a spirit just' leaving a 
material body, they would be more truthful We 
must admit that there is nothing at variance with 
Scripture and common understanding, in suppos* 
ing that when the spirit leaves the body, it is defi- 
cient of a vehicle for the perfect manifestation of 
its powers, and requires to be enshrined in some u i ! i{ I 
other form, in order to establish its personality 
and adjust its powers — of sight and hearing, for 
example — ^to the objects and constitution of the 
world into which it is introduced. T he powe r of 
seeing is in the spirit, but the m edium of jgight 
is confined to the eye. Yet that the spirit has a 
power of sight beyond the present medium, is 
plain from the fact that Abraham, Jacob, Moses 
and other good men, were sometimes blessed 
with it. When the seventy disciples returned to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, rejoicing in the miraculous 
power He had given them, He said to them : * I 
beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.' 
This was a proof of a superior seeing power. 
Again, we do not know that a disembodied spirit 
has a power of motion for moving in heaven, or a 
perfection of association with its objects, by which 
they are felt, are made tangible, and contribute to 
the happiness of heavenly beings, whether angels 
or glorified spirits. It is possible that, for the 
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perfect accomplishment of all these things, as 
well as to augment the faculties of the soul, on 
leaving the body, it is immediately enshrined 
in another form. The Almighty, * who formeth 
the spirit of man within him,' may then form for 
that spirit a more perfect vehicle for its powers. 
Scripture seems to teach this. No man had 
better means for understanding this subject — 
not how it was accomplished, but the fact of its 
accomplishment — than St Paul. We gather 
from his second Epistle to the Corinthians (ii. 4), 
that when the spirit leaves the earthly tabernacle, 
it is ' CLOTHED UPON ' with a spiritual body or 
form, by which its capacities are enlarged, and it 
is fitted for its new existence. His words are : 
*For we that are in this tabernacle (body) do 
groan, being burdened : not that we would be 
unclothed (without form, and unfixed), but 
clothed upon.* No words can convey to our 
minds what the nature of that spiritual form is 
in which the disembodied spirit is immediately 
enshrined ; but certainly there is nothing un- 
scriptural in the belief, that as we require a 
body in order to connect us with this world, and 
to receive and communicate ideas in relation 
therewith, so when the body is laid aside till it is 
resuscitated and glorified, we shall require some 
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organization whereby we may be brought into 
the triumphant possession and enjoyment of the 
world to come. We cannot conceive of ourselves 
existing without form and substance, and there- 
fore must conclude, that in order to establish our 
individuality, and provide for our wellbeing, the 
disembodied spirit is clothed upon with a spiritual 
form. Thus, we sing with the poet : 

' Absent, alas ! from God, 

We in the body mourn, 
And pine to quit this mean abode, 
And languish to return. 

Jesus, regard our vows. 

And change our faith to sight ; 

And clothe us with our nobler house 
Of empyrean light' 

Every spirit which God has made has a form ; 
every embodied spirit receives the form of its 
body ; and every disembodied spirit must re- 
ceive a form by which it is connected to the 
next life. In speaking, then, of the form of 
that spiritual vehicle which is given to the dis- 
embodied spirit, we shall find no difficulty in 
recognising its shape. Physiologists, poets, and 
painters have all set forth the perfection and 
beauty of the human form ; and the fact that the 
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Son of God has assumed it, is a proof, which we 
should do wrong not to acknowledge, that it is 
super-excellent. The testimony of Scripture is, 
that man is made 'a LITTLE lower than the angels.' 
These words reduce the difference between the 
general company of angels and men to so small 
a compass, that, in consonance with all our ideas 
of angels as described in the Bible, it vnll admit 
of no difference in form. We must, however, be 
careful here not to class all angelic beings under 
one standard. There are angels who ' excel in 
strength,' ' mighty aagels,' * cherubim,' ' seraphim,' 
and ' archangels.' There are also angels who are 
termed ' ministers.' These the Scripture speaks 
of as ' spirits,' and/ a flame of fire,' because they 
execute the divine will, and are undoubtedly 
possessed of great power. 'He maketh his 
V angds spirits,' says the eloquent writer in the 

Hebrews. That would appear to be, that for the 
special and particular duties they perform, tiey 
are constituted pure spirits. * And his ministers 
a flame of fire.' This we gather to mean, that 
for purposes in the spedal execution of his dis- 
pleasure, his ministers are made a flame of fire. 
' Our God,' says the same inspired* writer, ' is a 
consuming fire.' When, therefore, we read that 
man is made a little lower than the angels, we 
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must necessarily understand the words to mean 
a little lower than the general company of angels. 
There is nothing in Scripture, nor can we see 
it in reason and analogy, to show that there 
is any difference between disembodied spirits 
clothed upon with a spiritual form and the 
general company of angels, beyond this, that 
the happy glorified saints will undergo a divine 
transmigration when their bodies' are also de- 
livered from corruption on the day of resurrec- 
tion. The angels have always been what they 
are ; but the redeemed saints are exalted to the 
same privileges, as sons of God, through the 
redemption and work of Jesus Christ If the 
human spirit leaves one body as in death, so 
may it be united to another — one which, to a 
certain extent, has been in an embryo state con- 
nected with the body of flesh, and goes off with 
the spirit at death, but which is made more 
serviceable and visible in the next world. Ul- 
timately, when the purposes of Glod are accom- 
plished, the spirit, with its spiritual body, may be 
reunited to the glorified resurrection body. Not 
that the saint of God loses his identity by the 
spirit being 'swallowed up in life' — 'clothed 
upon* with immortality. We have no more 
reason to suppose this, than that the glorified 
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soul will lose its identity when it is reunited to 
the body at the coming of Christ. Indeed, that 
spiritual vehicle with which the disembodied 
spirit will be associated, will evidently owe its 
formation in part to the spirit, as our bodies do 
here. The spirit is superior of the two. How 
plain is this seen in the parable of the rich man 
and Lazarus ! As immortal creatures, they were 
identically the same as on earth ; but still they 
had bodies — ^spiritual bodies, in shape and sense 
somewhat similar to those they occupied on 
earth. No words can be plainer, and they are 
the words of the Lord Jesus Christ himself. We 
cannot read the narrative without being con- 
vinced of its realities. They are all most gra- 
phically portrayed. The unhappy occupant of 
perdition wished that Lazarus might come to 
/. (' . - him, and succour him in his anguish ; and when 
he was told that this could not be accomplished, 
he then entreated that Lazarus might be sent to 
his household, to testify of the realities of the 
eternal, life to his five brethren, believing that 
they would hear one who went to them from the 
dead. 

It may then be asserted, that the belief in the 

disembodied spirit being ' clothed upon' with a 

. * spiritual body,' accords more with Scripture 
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than any other theory. The author of Heaven 
our Home says, in his excellent book : ' The 
question has been put, Does the disembodied 
soul of the glorified retain something of the form 
and the features of the body in which it once 
dwelt ? Angels have form and feature. Souls 
disembodied mt^t have such attributes ; and it 
may be that it is the features of the soul, shining 
in and through the features of the body, that we 
behold when we look into the face of a friend ; 
for, look upon the same countenance after death, 
and, oh, what a change ! So changed, to use a 
mean figure, as the face of a lantern is when the 
candle is blown out. Whilst the candle bums 
within, is it not its form and appearance, and not 
those of the lantern merely, that you saw when 
you looked upon it and enjoyed its light } * 

Analogy and nature confirm the truth of what 
we are saying. With respect to analogy, we 
know that matter exists under various proper- 
ties, the three greatest and most common being 
solids, fluids, and gases. There is a wide differ- 
ence between a solid block of granite, and a ripe 
mellifluent strawberry — ^between the glittering 
ore in the bowels of the earth, and the hue of the 
violet that blossoms in the woods — ^between the 

dullest form of animal life, and the blushing 
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maiden's cheek. There is a wide difference also 
between molten metals, burning lava, and run- 
ning water ; and a still greater difference be- 
tween matter when existing in gaseous forms. 
With all these known varieties of matter, shall 
we limit the properties of spirit ? In how many 
beautiful and powerful forms and qualities may 
it manifest itself, in forming the courts of heaven 
and the diadem on the Saviour's brow ! Much 
of our misty ideas of the next world are owing 
to the want of a wider, clearer, and more com- 
prehensive understanding of the properties of 
matter. Being made better acquainted with 
these, through the revelations of modern science, 
we can readily see how resplendent must be 
the spirit-world, free from gross corruption, and 
beautified with the superior properties of that 
^ spirit-substance, which far excels the best com- 
binations of matter in its divinest forms. We 
must admit that heaven is not only a company 
of angels and glorified saints, but also a home. 
It is a world of palaces, composed of * founda- 
tions of precious stones,' 'gates of pearl,' * walls 
of jasper,' 'streets of pure gold as it were trans- 
parent glass ;' and although these may be words 
used for the purpose of comparing its palatial 
courts and dazzling throne to our minds, yet 
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they must be accepted as teaching us that there 
is a spiritual substance of which they are formed. 
If we do not admit that this heavenly garniture 
exists, we must accept the alternative, that 
heaven is nothing more than a society of happy 
spiritual intelligences, — ^an alternative which we 
cannot accept, because it would detract from 
rather than enhance the glories of the heavenly 
state. We know, also, that the glorified body of 
our Saviour is in heaven, and the transfigured 
bodies of Enoch and Elijah. 

The author of Heaven our Home, from whom 
we have just quoted, says, in speaking of heaven 
as a locality : ' There is a heaven existing just f 
now; moreover, it is not merely a local, but 
a material habitation, into which Enoch and 
Elijah have ascended, carrying their bodies \ 
with them, and into which the resurrection 
bodies of all the children of God are to rise 
after the judgment is over, and where they are 
to dwell for ever ; or otherwise the whole Bible a 
is a novel, and its beatific revelations are merely I 
comfortable dreams.' Again, pursuing the same ' 
strain of thought, he says : ' It may be„ that 
beyond all that is visible, and beyond all that 
is existing in God's lower creation, there lies, 
and there expands, and there gleams beneath 
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the light of God's own manifested presence, the 
heaven of heavens, which forms the etherialized^ 
luminous^ material fiabitation, in which the chil- 
dren of God are throughout eternity to dwell. 
Heaven may be to the whole material orbs of 
God's great universe, what the sun is to the 
solar system — a region of brightness, so dazzling, 
that all the light that is in the universe may be 
flowing out from it ; and thus it may be that all 
that is luminous in the lower creation is exactly 
to heaven what the planets are to the sun — 
dark, floating masses, till lighted by its beams.* 

Heaven must be composed of a spirit-sub- 
stance. It must be a material home. But by 
the use of the word material it is not to be 
understood that it is composed of materials like 
those known to us in this world ; but that its 
objects and garniture are as real, tangible, and 
serviceable as matter is to us. The floor of 
heaven is undoubtedly as real and ' solid to 
angels as the floor of this world is to us ; and 
the forms of angels are as well adapted to the 
objects of heaven, as our bodies are to th^ solid 
globe we now inhabit. Matter itself has un- 
doubtedly other properties than those recog- 
nised by our five senses ; and in all probability 
it is for this reason that we cannot understand 
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the possibility of the resurrection of our bodies. 

The revelations of modern science convince us 

that one of these existing properties is the 

luminiferous ether, by which light, heat, and \y 

electricity are transmitted from one part of the 

universe to another. This attenuated medium 

has not been known until modern times, and 

we are yet unacquainted with its composition. 

But of its existence, and -the very important 

office which it sustains in the economy of 

nature, we have no doubt. It is considered by 

some scientific men as forming the ' resistance ' 

experienced by some of the comets. It is, 

moreover, a substance which no mechanical or 

even chemical agencies can alter ; one which 

exists in the heart of ice or the fpcus of fire 

without being affected, being uncongealed by 

the one, or dissipated by the other. As the 

power or property which transmits light, heat, 

and electricity, it exists ever3nvhere, the same in 

the centre of solid bodies as in what we might 

term a vacuum. The able author of The 

Religion of Geology^ speaking of this wonderful 

attenuated medium as possibly forming the 

spiritual body after the resurrection, says : ' The 

question has often arisen, how the glorified body, 

if material, would be able to escape all sources 
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of injury, so as to be immortal as the soul ? 
In this hypothesis we see how it is possible ; 
for though the whole globe should change its 
chemical constitution, though worlds should dash 
upon worlds, the spiritual body, though present 
at the very point where the terrible collision took 
place, would feel no injury ; and, in its immortal 
habitation, the soul might smile amid "the wreck 
of matter and the crash of worlds !"' On the 
same supposition, he considers that it is not 
at all improbable that ' the germ of the future 
spiritual body may, even in this world, be 
attached to the soul, and that it may be this 
which she will come seeking after on the resur- 
rection morning. Perhaps, too, it may teach us 
how the soul exists and acts when separated 
from the body.' 

To this remark of the professor we might 
add, that this attenuated medium of which he 
speaks, and which we all admit to exist around 
us and in us, might, in all probability, present a 
different appearance to us if we were possessed 
of other senses than those God has given us. 
The idea of colour must be different in the 
mind of the man born blind and us who possess 
the great blessing of sight ; and for this reason 
we might ask, if our senses were increased. 
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what different opinions of matter might we 
form ? Again, it is probable that for the want 
of some other sense we are unable to see angels ; 
for it is only reasonable to suppose, that just as 
by some miraculous power a blind man receiv- 
ing sight would be able to see a rose, so we, by 
receiving a spiritual sight, or, in other words, a 
sense adapted to the constitution of the heavenly 
world, would see glorified spirits and the celestial 
hosts. We read, that when the king of Syria 
encamped round the city where Elisha dwelt, 
in the morning, a young man, seeing the 
armed hosts, went to Elisha and said, ' Alas ! 
my master, what shall we do ?' Elisha replied, 
'Fear not, for they that be with us are more 
than they that be with them.* Elisha then 
prayed, and said, * Lord, open his eyts, that he 
may see.' The young man then received a 
power of sight which he had not before, and 
saw the mountain full of horses and chariots of 
fire round about Elisha. More than this, there 
is no unreasonableness in saying, that could we 
be taken into heaven, having only our present 
five senses as the inlets of our spirits, we should 
have but very faint ideas of where we were. 
But if we received a sight adapted to the things j 
of heaven, — ^if we received senses fitted for the 
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realization of the glorious spiritual world,^-^we 
should then recognise and enjoy the beatific 
sight 

We argue, then, that as the bodies of our 
spirits in this sublunary world are adapted to 
the constitution of the globe we inhabit ; so, un- 
doubtedly, are the forms and nature of glori- 
fied saints allied to the spiritual substance of 
which the palaces of heaven and its garniture 
are formed. Wherever the Father of our spirits 
places us— wherever He appoints the habitation 
of any of his creatures — they must be formed 
or 'clothed upon' with a vehicle or body to 
adapt them to the constitution of the world in 
which they live. How many varied spheres of 
existence there are, to which different creatures 
are specially adapted in the creation of the 
eternal God, we know not ; but in receiving 
the disembodied saints into the angelic resi- 
dence, they must be associated and clad with 
a form adapting them to such an heavenly 
abode. 

* Without denying,* says the author of Recog- 
nition in the World to Come^ ' the abstract pos- 
sibility of the existence of creatures absolutely 
immaterial, there seems to be some plausible 
foundation for the conjecture, that this is the 
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actual condition of none, and that it probably is 
a sublime peculiarity of the Great Supreme.* 

Another quotation, to the like effect, may be 
given from Dr. Engel's work, Wir werden uns 
wied^sehen (The Certainty of our Future Re- 
cognition): 'There seems to be no foundation 
whatever for the supposition, that our souls are 
destined to pass from one alliance with bodily 
organs into a purely spiritual condition. Some 
instrumentality for the purpose of receiving and 
communicating ideas, appears, in fact, not only 
to be a requisite for the original development 
of the human mind, but an inseparable necessity 
of its peculiar nature. Hence its diversified con- 
ditions must always have been a general simi- 
larity and sameness, and its development gone on 
as it began. A purely spiritual existence, how- 
ever-*-if such belong to any creature— and a 
covporeal-mental one, are, in my opinion, modes 
of existence so entirely dissimilar and opposed 
to each other, that beings who have once partici- 
pated in the former, can never be adapted to 
the latter, since the transition from the one state 
into the other would be a transformation of 
nature, rather than a change of outward circum- 
stances. For the Creator has not furnished the 
human soul with organs arbitrarily^ but because 
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there exists a necessity for them in the nature of 
such a soul, if not in that of every finite intelli- 
gence. And even could it ever part with all 
corporeal organization, and enter upon a state of 
pure immateriality ; yet according to all appear- 
ance, such an hereafter could liot stand in any 
relation, or at least in any essential relation, to 
its antecedent existence on earth. Its entire 
mode of conception and agency would be so 
changed, that it would be incapable of the ideas 
and sensations it once possessed. These would 
accordingly vanish, and with them all reminis- 
cence of the past — ^that is to say, it would lose 
its individuality. Hence, with respect to us, 
there will necessarily be a twofold state — a 
material as well as a spiritual world. The range 
of our ideas, feelings, and operations, will be 
defined and circumscribed by the possession of 
a particular kind of body, and we shall probably 
ever regard the external creation as a system of 
suns and planets, having our appointed dwelling- 
place in one of these material worlds.' 
. The above interesting opinion of Dr. Engel 
is worthy of our deep consideration. The Rev. 
C. R. Muston, M.A., commenting on the words 
of the learned and pious Doctor, says: 'AH 
reasoning, built upon merely negative evidence, 
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must have more or less uncertainty. But, ad- 
mitting the validity of the Doctor's argument, 
the spirits of the dead may possibly be furnished 
with provisional and attenuated bodies until the 
morning of the resurrection, and thus be brought 
into specific relation to the external universe ; a 
supposition which some may think to be coun- 
tenanced by the occasional appearance of human 
beings after death, as recorded in the Scriptures/ 

In Taylor's Physical Theory of Another Life, 
we read : ' That which Christianity requires us to / 
believe, is the actual survivance of our personal 
consciousness embodied, and the perpetuity of 
our sense of good and evil, and our continued j 
sensibility of pain and pleasures, and the un- 
broken recollection, in another life, of the events 
and affections of this present state/ 

Again, the same author tells us that the words 
of St. Paul are to be understood as follows: 
* There is a spiritual body and another vehicle 
of human nature> as well as a natural body.' 

Dr. Dick, in his Philosophy of a Future State, 
says : ' It is not unreasonable, from analogy, to 
believe that man in his present state is only the 
rudiments of what he shall be hereafter in a 
more expansive sphere of existence, and that 
when the body is dissolved in death, the soul 
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take5 its ethereal flight into a celestial region, 
zxiAputs on immortality.' 
Dr. Young, in his Night Thoughts^ says : 

'Angels are but men in lighter habil clad.* 

Another author, quoted by Dr. Dick, says: 
'When the human body is dissolved, the im- 
material principle by which it was animated 
continues to think and act, either in a state of 
separation from all body, or in same material 
vehicle to which it is intimately united! 

In Watt's Essays we read: 'The spirits of 
good men shall be immediately vivested with a 
holy, happy immortality.' 

We do not require, however, to know the pre- 
cise nature of that spiritual form with which the 
disembodied soul shall be clad. It will have 
such a body as God, in his wisdom and goodness, 
shall be ' pleased to give ' it. But it is well that 
we should understand that the spirit, after death, 
will be enshrined in some ethereal {orm,— -first, In 
order that it may be adapted to the heavenly 
state into which it is introduced ; secondly, That 
its personal immortality may be known and 
established ; thirdly. That its faculties may be 
improved ; and, fourthly, That it may enjoy a 
closer communion with God. But how these 
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very important results are to be accomplished, 
without the soul being so united to an ethereal 
form, we cannot conceive. Let it not be forgotten 
that God has chosen man to be the spectator of 
brighter glories and richer displays of his per- 
fections than we see in this world ; to be a 
worshipper before bis throne, and enjoy a re- 
lationship to Him through his Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, which deeply interests the inquiring 
minds of the angels. Though we have mentioned 
it last, it is not the least reason we give, that the 
disembodied spirit should be clothed upon with 
a heavenly form, in order that it may enjoy a 
closer communion with God. Here the saint of 
God is allied to a body. whose passions often 
control the sacred pleasures of his soul, whose 
afflictions and suffering often tire and damp the 
flame of divine love, and whose weakness and 
death even dimmed with swimming tears the 
eyes of the Lord Jesus ; but in heaven the saint 
is blessed with a body which shall widen his 
capacity for loving God, adoring his glorious 
attributes, and contemplating his perfections. 
Without this heavenly body, how shall heaven's 
redeemed ones worship the Triune God? how 
echo back the aspirations of praise from angelic 
tongues ? how cast their crowns before the 
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feet of Him who hath redeemed them by his 
precious blood ? We might imagine that it was 
with a loving desire to be 'swallowed up in life' 
— to be ' clothed upon ' with immortality — ^to be 
enshrined in a glorious form in the presence of 
God — ^that the dying Stephen stretched forth his 
hands to heaven, and prayed, 'Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit* 

We affirm, then, that heaven is a Aome. It is 
the palace of God, and its palatial courts tower 
high in the light of his presence. Its beauteous 
avenues glitter and reflect the glory of God, like 
diamonds and polished stones. Its bright palaces 
are subject to no decay, for they are mansions 
which fade not away. Its purity forms its 
strength, and its strength forms its durability. 
Upon whatever part of the realms of light the 
eyes of angels and glorified saints rest — whether 
upon its flooring, having the appearance of pure 
gold and transparent glass, its courts crowned 
with spacious and glittering domes, or its celestial 
scenery^ fairer than the garden of Eden — ^beauty 
and durability, strength and magnificence, will be 
seen. Its foundations of precious stones, its gates 
of pearl, and walls of jasper, are resplendent with 
lustre. The superior light of magnesium would 
pale in heaven's mansions. The gorgeous colours 
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of the electric prism are inferior to the hues of 
the palace of angels. The commanding edifices 
of the most splendid cities, magnificent cathedrals, 
and decorated temples of earth, are plain in com- 
parison with the rich architecture of our heavenly 
home, illumined by the light of God. Earth's 
fairest flowers rank far below the standard of the 
blooms which beautify the gardens of Paradise. 
No landscape on this earthly globe, though re- 
fulgent with light, clad with beauty, and attractive 
in form, can equal the scenery and impressive 
garniture of the heavenly Jerusalem ; and to 
adapt disembodied spirits to the constitution 
and glorious objects of this bright world, they 
must be clad in angelic forms, and be decked in 
robes of light. Looking upon heaven as a home 
as well as a congregation of happy spirits, it 
becomes more endearing to us, and with joy we 
catch up the lines of the poet, and sing : 

* Jerusalem, my happy home / 

Name ever dear to me ! 
When shall my labours have an end 
^ In joy, and peace, and thee ? 

When shall these eyes thy heaven-built walls, 
' And pearly gates, behold, — 

Thy bulwarks with salvation strong. 
And streets of shining gold ? 
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Oh, when, thou city of my God, 

Shall I thy courts ascend. 
Where congregations ne'er break up, 

And Sabbaths have no end ? 

There happier bowers than Eden's bloom, 

Nor sin nor sorrow know ; 
Blessed seats ! through rude and stormy scenes, 

I onward press to you.' 



« 



The Christian has no abiding city here. But 
he looks for a city in the plains of light He 
rightly expects to have a rapturous gaze on the 
throne of God, which is securely fixed in the 
heavenly fabric of the skies. He expects to ' see 
God* in the abode of angels; to see his works, and 
talk of his love, in those amaranthine bowers, re- 
fulgent with empyrean light. Earth is a perish- 
ing world ; but heaven is an eternal home. Life 
here below is probationary ; but in Paradise it 
is established as the pillars of heaven. All the 
objects we see in this life are perishable and 
fleeting ; but heavenly things are eternal and 
superior. They are not like a misty dream, nor 
pass away like the baseless fabric of a vision. 
The glorious mansions of heaven endure eternally 
in the skies. All the scenery of heaven is not 
only superior to that of earth in beauty, but in 
reality and durability. When we think of heaven, 
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let us think of it as a home — a real home, and an 
enduring home. Death pursues us here ; every- 
thing we see corrodes, fades, and perishes ; but 
heaven is a world of imperishable realities, the 
perfection of all existence, whether they be crea- 
tures or objects. It is where God has fixed his 
abode, and securely laid the foundations of the 
immovable city, which eternally stands as the 
metropolis of the universe. Heaven is a home 
indissolubly sure. 

Then, during the interim between death and 
the resurrection, the disembodied happy spirit is 
evidently angelic, that is, possessed of a form 
which is like that of the angels. Its ultimate 
destination, however, is to be a re-embodiment 
on the day of resurrection, in order that it may 
fully triumph over death ; but more truly, that it 
may be like the Lord Jesus Christ, whose nature 
differs from that of angels, inasmuch as it is a 
glorified embodied spirit. As immortal creatures, 
embodied in glorified natures, the saints of God 
will be one great class of his children ; but there 
may be other classes of different natures and 
powers. Being made first the companion of 
angels in the disembodied state, the saint of God 
will afterwards, in the resurrection, be further 
blessed with a glorified body, so that, with in- 
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effable joy, he shall, face to face, behold the 
Lord. 

* Array'd in glorious grace 

Shall these vile bodies shine ; 
And every shape and every face 
Be heavenly and divine.' 

Could we now see a disembodied happy spirit — 
one who, like us, once felt weakness and pain — 
the rapturous vision would fill us with ineffable 
delight and wonder, as it did those of old. It 
would not be a countenance ghastly with the 
pallor of death, but beaming with the power of 
life, and the loveliness of the region where all is 
peace, light, and love, and where care, want, 
sorrow, pain, weakness, night, death, and the 
whole catalogue of our woes, are unknown. 
Could we see a disembodied spirit, we should 
look upon the superior life till we more than 
loved — ^we should venerate, and feel almost irre- 
sistibly inclined to worship, the glorious form, as 
St. John did the being with whom he talked, but 
who rebuked his admiration by stating that he 
was once mortal.^ If the sweet beams of the 
countenance of a disembodied happy spirit were 
seen by us, we should feel joy and life spring up 
in our heart ; for no painter's pencil or sculptor's 

^ See Rev. xxiL 8, 9. 
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chisel has ever conveyed to our minds such 
a representation of combined intelligence and 
beauty as we should then see. Yea, even those 
soft touches of nature which impart to the smil- 
ing infant's face the tender look of innocence 
and confiding love, and cause its fond mother to 
vehemently kiss its sweet lips, could not compare 
with the sweet expression which would softly 
play on the unsullied and unfading countenance 
of a disembodied happy spirit. We should see 
life and beauty, purity and love, intelligence 
and sweetness — ^in a word, we should see a face 
that is perfection. Whilst looking at such a being, 
we should feel half transformed into the same 
loveliness ; and just as the summer cloud reflects 
the rosy tints of the setting sun, or the western 
expanse of the heavens is illumined with re- 
fulgent colours when the sinking orb of day 
stoops down, as it were, to kiss the earth; so 
should we feel impressed and irradiated by the 
presence of the spirit before us, until, like Moses, 
we felt our face to shine.* 

Disembodied spirits are intelligent creatures, 
occupying various degrees of glory, though not 
necessarily unclothed, but rather clothed with 
some kind of spiritual form. A penniless Lazarus, 

^ Ex. XXX. 29. 
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who was unheeded by mortals at the rich man's 
gate, may now hold the first rank in dignity and 
honour amongst the sons of light. A Paul, who 
for his zeal was pointed out as mad, and beside 
himself, may be exalted in the highest hierarchies 
of intelligent beings. Some of those who forsook 
all and followed their Divine Master, may now 
be occupying ' thrones,' * dominions,* and ' princi- 
palities/ Those whose mortal life was one of 
much weakness, may now be companions of 
angels, who ' excel in strength/ Some who were 
ministers of the gospel here, may be priests of 
God in high heaven. Some who, by custom or 
profession, sang the praises of the Saviour in this 
world, may now be leaders in the angelic choirs 
above. There are nine orders of spiritual beings 
mentioned in the Scriptures, and these, again, 
may have their various ranks in the completion 
of the order and happiness of heaven. But great 
as is their glory, exalted as is their position, and 
happy as is their being, they -forget not the 
scenes of earth, and the dear friends who are 
still its denizens. Scripture abounds with pas- 
sages indicative of the interest which angels have 
in those forming the church militant. 

It is a thought worthy of notice, that the 
nearer a man lives to God, the clearer are his 
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views of gospel truth. The holiest men have 
the brightest views of the next life. This must 
be so, because the Saviour said, * If a man love 
me, he will keep my words, and my Father will 
love him, and we will come unto him, and make 
our abode with him.' The spirit of life and 
love dwells in such a happy man, revealing the 
things of God to him, and casting out all fear — 
even of death. It is said that a Happy, aged 
Christian minister — Robert Bruce-^had one 
morning just finished breakfast, when he fell 
into a train of deep meditation, and said to his 
daughter, ' Hold, daughter, hold ! my Master 
calls me. Place my finger on the words in 
Romans viii. 38.' This was done ; and when his 
finger was on the words, * For I am persuaded 
that neither DEATH, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord,' the happy, aged pilgrim said to his 
daughter, ' I have breakfasted with you this 
morning, but I shall sup this night with the 
Lord.' He died soon afterwards. This was a 
happy illustration, but by no means an uncom- 
mon one, of the way in which Christians are 
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' persuaded '—convinced and assured — of the 
awaiting glory. The spirit of the Christian is 
the 'abode' and the 'temple' of God. God 
does not forsake the temple or give up the 
abode at. death. A disembodied happy spirit, 
then, IS humanity vivified and beautified — the 
soul enshrined in a spiritual form ; and it is by 
means of this form with which it is clothed upon, 
that — as in the case of Moses and Samuel — ^the 
departed are occasionally visible on earth ; for,, 
not only does the language of Scripture intimate 
that the disembodied spirit is invested in another 
form— as we have seen, — ^but the same fact is 
countenanced by some remarkable apparitions 
which science, with all its readiness, confessedly 
fails to account for and explain. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE RECOGNITION OF FRIENDS IN HEAVEN. 

lESPECTING the doctrine of the re- 
cognition of friends in heaven, it must 
be acknowledged, that we shall be not 
less wise and intelligent in a glorified state than 
we are on earth. Doubtless, also, the recogni- 
tion of friends under happier circumstances must 
form, as it does here on earth, a cause of much 
rejoicing. But that the manner of this recogni- 
tion will arise from a similarity of features to 
those possessed in this state of trial, is a question. 
The features of the body are on earth often 
marred by the sufferings we experience, by acci- 
dent and disease, by the peculiar business we 
follow, and the climate in which we live. Age 
and sex also give their special definitions, not 
only to the features of the face, but the body 
also. We must admit that the perfection and 
glory of our glorified state must improve the 
personelle. Even in our present state the young 
grow up to maturity, and are unrecognised by 
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their friends who have not seen them for a 
number of years ; middle-aged persons, who live 
to be old, are also, from the same cause, after- 
wards recognised with difficulty. The sick and 
infirm, when they obtain health and strength, 
appear to us as quite different persons.. So that 
when mortality is ' swallowed up in life,' a great 
change must take place in the appearance of the 
person. It is not, however, to be supposed that 
we shall not know each other. This happy 
knowledge will undoubtedly be communicated. 
When Joseph was sold into Egypt, he grew to 
mature age; and the habits of his life in the 
exalted circumstances to which he was intro- 
duced, and which were so much superior to 
those whose circumstances .caused them to lead 
a primitive life, made him unknown to all his 
brethren ; but when he could ^ refrain ' no longer 
from declaring himself as their brother, by say- 
ing, * I am Joseph ; doth my father yet live } ' 
and again, when they drew near, ' I am Joseph 
whom ye sold into Egypt,' — ^the interview was not 
less affecting or acceptable. On the contrary, it 
was encouraging to find their brother so highly 
exalted. ' Moreover, he kissed all his brethren, 
and wept upon them ; and after that his brethren 
talked with him.' 
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The happiness which arises from the reunion 
of friends is unspeakable. What an affecting 
picture is that which is presented in the narrative 
in question ! Joseph — * the lord of all Egypt ' — 
wept aloud, so that the Egyptians, who had been 
asked to retire, heard the convulsive sobbing, 
the joyous exclamations, and heartfelt thanks- 
givings, when Joseph and Benjamin recognised 
each other as brethren. And in the subsequent 
chapter, we read that when Israel, the aged 
patriarch, was coming to sojourn with his son, 
* Joseph made ready his chariot, and went up to 
meet his father at Goshen, and presented him- 
self unto him, and fell on his neck, and wept on 
his neck a good while.' How happy are those 
greetings, when long -absent friends see each 
other ; when parents meet with children, or 
brother with sister; more especially when the 
interval of separation has been one of anxiety 
and suffering ! Joseph's heart was full of rejoic- 
ing when he made ready his chariot to go and 
meet his father. The circumstances connected 
with the separation had been painful ; but the 
meeting was joyous. Is not this a represen- 
tation of our own case ? Have not our eyes 
swum with tears when our friends have sunk 
in weakness and death before us? Have not 
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our bosoms heaved with convulsive grief when 
we took our last look of our dear departed rela-* 
tives? But will they not make ready their 
chariot, to come and meet us, when we pass 
through death to the heavenly Goshen of our 
God? 

O happy, happy place, 
Where saints and angels meet ! 

There we shall see each other's face, 
And all our brethren greet. 

Let- US take another illustration. A ship is at 
sea ; her crew have had a long voyage, owing to 
trading from colony to colony. She has been 
three years absent from port ; but the wives and 
families of the crew have frequently made in- 
.quiries concerning them. The time draws nigh 
when the merchant expects the vessel home. 
She is reported as being in the channel ; and 
daily does the mariner's family search the list 
to ascertain the probable day of her arrival. 
Ultimately she is signalled as homeward bound. 
She is still out of sight ; but the wife and chil- 
dren of the mariner are on the pier-head looking 
out for the distant sail. What joyous expecta- 
tion fills the heart of the family, when it is 
written up in the pilot-office thcCt the vessel is 
in the roads! A calculation is made, and it 
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is found that the ship will be up by the next 
tide, at such an hour. How pant the hearts of 
waiting friends when the white sails come into 
view ! The vessel is seen, with full sails set, 
bearing home, and carrying the signal, 'All's 
well.' Would it be possible for those waiting 
friends to return to the house without him they 
were soon to see } No ; all other pursuits or 
enjoyments are forgotten till the anchor drops ; 
and even before that, some members of the 
family have put off in a boat to welcome the 
long-absent mariner home. What a joyful re- 
cognition there is when he is safely landed ! 
Is this not also a true representation of the 
interest which our departed friends feel for us, 
who still are buffeting with the storms incident 
to mortal life } When we are reported near 
the end of the voyage of life, will they not feel 
their souls to thrill with joy ? How will their 
happiness be increased when we are reported, 
'AH well, and homeward bound!' Will they 
not wait to greet our landing, or come to meet 
us before we touch the shore ? Decked in im- 
mortal bloom, will they not attend us to the 
skies, and triumph in our great deliverance? 
The influence of Christianity on our hearts is 
such as to strengthen our kindred feelings, but 
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especially when we are partakers of the same 
glorious hope. The whole history of the Chris- 
tian church is remarkably illustrative of a one- 
ness of heart and love. The deeper the work 
of grace in Christians, the stronger is the heart's 
affection one towards another. From this cause 
God's saints strongly desire dnd wait to see 
each other in glory. The hymns they sing are 
expressive of the communion they expect when 
saints and angels join. On earth they pray 
together, and talk together of God's dealings 
with them. They speak to each other of their 
trials and their triumphs, and expect to rejoice 
together in heaven. During a gracious revival 
in Yorkshire, nearly a century ago, a young 
woman of a worldly heart, and who lived in 
the country, heard that a religious meeting 
was to be held in a barn on the coming 
Sunday. She determined to make sport of it, 
and thought of driving some geese into the 
bam, that their hissing and quacking noise 
might disturb the assembly. All her prepara- 
tions were made; but whilst listening outside 
for the best time to send the geese in, she was 
seriously affected. The Spirit of God showed 
her the nature cf her wicked heart ; and in her 
conviction she thought shq saw the ground 
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opening to swallow her up. She pushed her 
way into the meeting, and instead of disturbing 
the assembly by the noise of the geese, she inter- 
rupted the service herself with tears and cries 
for divine mercy. She became a truly devoted 
woman, and lived to an old age. On her death- 
bed, wliich was a remarkably happy one, she was 
visjted by many Christian friends. She asked 
them all to allow her to look well at their faces, 
especially those she had known and loved some 
years, because she said she expected to see them 
again in heaven, and wished to recognise them. 
'Good-bye' is the faint whisper of the dying 
saint to those around his bed. Our emotion 
chokes the effort we make to reply in words ; 
but we feel that those last words are not a final 
farewell, and are assured that our dear departing 
friend feel$ that he is stepping into a chariot of 
love. He means 'GoQd-bye till I see you in 
heaven ' — till we clasp hands again in our home 
above. 

The doctrine of the recognition of friends in 
heaven requires no proof. It is what all Chris- 
tians expect. 
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CHAPTER X. 

CELESTIAL MANSIONS. 

HEN we lift up our eyes to the heavens, 
we see a countless number of shining 
orbs ; and if we aid our sight by the 
telescope, their number is beyond the power of 
calculation. They are more numerous than 
blossoms in May ; and as we turn the telescope 
from one part of the brow of heaven to another 
— from constellation to constellation — or view 
the milky way of starry dust, or direct our atten- 
tion to resolvable nebulae, we instinctively ex- 
claim, 'What magnificence!' Our ideas of the 
power and wisdom^ of God, and the extent of the 
universe, are greatly enlarged. Gazing at these 
beautiful worlds, we wonder and speculate on 
their size and constitution, and ask ourselves if 
they have any relation to our own globe i Can 
they be inhabited like our own world ? We used 
to suppose that such was the case with them all ; 
but considerable doubts have arisen in the minds 
of men of late, respecting the planetary worlds 
being inhabited by intelligent creatures like men. 
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The beautiful science of geology — a, science 
which, like that of astronomy, was at first looked 
upon with jealous eyes by divines, but which has 
now become a great aid to revealed religion, and 
a great exponent of God's power and designs — 
informs us, that the great cycles of the existence 
of our globe, prior to its becoming fit for the 
habitation of its tenant, man, were distinctly 
marked into successive periods, which required 
the complete destruction of one before its suc- 
cessor and superior was introduced. It shows 
us that the present constitution of the world is 
one of these periods. But whilst it thus points 
out to us the remarkable interpositions of super- 
human power, it plainly directs our attention to 
a period in our world's history when no form of 
life, either animal or vegetable, existed upon it. 
Seeing this, we bow in humble acknowledgment 
of the operation of that Power which, after a 
long period of unproductive existence, gave 
vitality and organic laws to our world. * Each 
successive group of animals and vegetables,' says 
a distinguished writer, ' has been entirely distinct 
from that which preceded it, though each group 
was exactly adapted to the existing state of the 
climate and food provided ; so that, had the 
different groups changed places with one another, 
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they must have perished, because their constitu- 
tions were adapted only to the state of things 
during the period in which they actually lived.* 
Again, Deshayes states, that ' he has discovered, 
in surveying the entire series of fossil animal 
remains, five great groups, so completely inde- 
pendent that no species whatever is found in 
more than one of them/ The present would 
then be the sixth group of animals and plants 
that has occupied the globe. And, speaking of 
the present dynasty of animal occupants, Hugh 
Miller says : ' Passing on to the revealed record, 
we learn that the dynasty of man in the mixed 
state and character is not the final one, but 
that there is to be yet another creation, or, more 
properly, re-creation, known theologically as the 
resurrection, which shall be connected in its 
physical components, by bonds of mysterious 
paternity, with the dynasty that now reigns, and 
be bound to it mentally by the chain of identity, 
conscious and actual ; but which, in all that con- 
stitutes superiority, shall be as vastly its superior 
as the dynasty of responsible man is superior to 
even the lowest of the preliminary dynasties.' 
Again, the same distinguished writer says : ' We 
learn (from geology) that in slow and solemn 
majesty has period succeeded period, each in sue- 
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cession ushering in a higher and yet higher scene 
of existence ; that fish, reptiles, mammiferous 
quadrupeds, have reigned in turn ; that respon- 
sible man, *' made in the image of God," and with 
dominion over all creatures, ultimately entered 
into a world ripened for his reception ; but 
further, that this passing scene, in which he forms 
the prominent figure, is not the final one in the 
long series, but merely the last oi th^ preliminary 
scenes ; and that that period to which the by- 
gone ages, incalculable in amount, with all their 
well-proportioned gradations of being, form the 
imposing vestibule, shall have perfection for its 
occupant, and eternity for its duration/ 

How do such graphic descriptions of the suc- 
cessive periods of the history of our globe, and 
the remarkable changes effected in its constitu- 
tion, refute the idea of the eternity of its present 
laws and materials ; and how well do they 
illustrate the scriptural words, * As a vesture 
shalt Thou fold them up, and they shall be 
changed!' Both religion and science are inti- 
mating to us that the earth is now about to 
experience another change in the cycles of its 
history, when the present system of things shall 
be again folded up as a garment, arid then made 
new. 
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Having obtained these views of the gradations 
of our own globe by the science of geology, 
they assist us materially, by the additional aid 
of astronomy, in forming our opinions of the 
condition of the planetary worlds — members of 
our own solar system. The revelations of the 
science of astronomy have frequently, as we 
have said, given rise to doubts respecting the 
existence of intelligent creatures, similar to man, 
upon neighbouring worlds ; and the farther our 
researches go, the more clearly do they point 
out the fact, that the planets, at least, are yet 
undergoing a series of gradations similar to those 
which have taken place on our own globe before 
the present superior organic laws came into opera- 
tion. The moon, the nearest world, has no atmo- 
sphere, and is evidently constantly subjected to 
volcanic action ; and the recurrent appearances 
of the primary planets, lead us to entertain 
opinions of great convulsions taking place upon 
their surface, and the existence of elements in- 
compatible with organic laws similar to our own. 
Much has been written on this subject, and 
M. Daubr^e, a French geologist, concluded, in 
January 1867, a series of experiments relative 
to meteorites, which will probably still further 
confirm the opinion of the volcanic condition 
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of the planets. He clearly shows, that in no 
single instance has a meteorite been found 
containing granite or gneiss, nor, indeed, any 
of the rocks therewith associated on our globe. 
But the substance known as peridot is found 
in fallen meteorites ; and as this same substance 
is at times thrown out from great depths of the 
earth into the air by volcanic eruptions, he con- 
cludes that the planetary worlds, at least, are 
in a less advanced stage of evolution than our 
own globe. This superiority he attributes to 
the ocean, to the co-operation of which we owe 
the origin of granite and stratified rocks. 

There is little doubt, however, that the 
planets connected with our own solar system 
are composed of material elements analogous 
to our own, though not in the same stage of 
organic life. In the fifth edition of Vestiges^ 
p. 42, we meet with a passage which throws 
some light on this subject. Speaking of the 
constitution of other worlds, the author says : 
'What is exceedingly remarkable, and parti- 
cularly worthy of notice, as strengthening the 
argument, that all the members of the solar 
system, and perhaps of other systems, have a 
similar constitution, no new elements are found 
in these bodies (meteorites). They contain the 
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ordinary materials of the earth, but associated 
in a manner altogether new, and unlike any- 
thing known in terrestrial mineralogy.' We 
may, then, affirm that the earth is a type of the 
chemistry of the universe. But we have other 
means for proving the same fact. The rays of 
the sun and the stars, shown by the electric 
spectrum, which is the most powerful analyzer 
known, reveal to u^ the presence of chemical 
agents existing in our own world. In Aide- 
baran^ burning bright and red in the forehead 
of the constellation of the Bull^ we find by the 
spectrum that there are hydrogen, mercury, 
antimony, and tellurium. In another bright 
star, Alpha Orionis, the most beautiful star in 
the constellation of Orion, we find proofs of the 
existence of sodium, iron, calcium, bismuth, and 
the splendid and inflammable metal magnesium. 
It is undoubtedly owing to the different arrange- 
ments of these chemical agents that the stars 
present varied aspects of colour. Indeed, it is 
almost impossible to look at some of them 
without recognising the brilliancy of magnesium 
in thpir white light 

But whilst we are convinced that our ;world 
may be regarded by us as a type of the chemi- 
cal composition of other worlds, we do not sup- 
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pose their elements exist in the same proportion. 
We must be careful upon this point If a 
painter has a dozen colours, how many varied 
pictures can he paint from them? If an instru- 
ment has eight keys, how many tunes may be 
played from it ? If we have twenty-six letters 
in the English alphabet, how many words may be 
written from them ? So, if there are but sixty-five 
chemical agents, of which the ordinary materials 
of the earth are composed, how many millions of 
varied worlds can be constructed out of them ? 
What an endless arrangement, and what a diver- 
sified distribution of relative quantity there may 
be ! Let us consider a few of them. Outwardly 
they differ in colour, size, motion, and density. 
The planets, our neighbouring worlds, show great 
diversity. How rapid the motion of Mercury ! 
How beautiful are the four moons of Jupiter ! 
How mysterious the rings of Saturn ! How light 
and cork-like are the materials of that world ! 
What a beautiful display of mechanism have we 
in the system of the planetoids ! We have now 
eighty-nine of them, intersecting each others' 
orbits, and yet moving without accident ilad 
Paley lived in these days, he would undoubtedly 
have selected them as a proof of the watchful 
eye and ruling power of the Great Architect of 
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heaven. Four only were known in his time ; 
yet to his contemporaries they were objects of 
wonder. But it may now be said that their won- 
derful motions, crossing each others* orbits in 
all directions, and yet careering so harmoniously, 
are a beautiful indication of design and preserv- 
ing power. The contemplation of Saturn's rings 
and seven moons at one time, greatly enhanced 
the beauty and wondrous character of the solar 
system ; but now the motions of the planetoids, 
coming almost within hail of each other, and 
then rolling off to the farthest bounds of their 
orbit, have added greater variety to our system 
of worlds. But when we turn our attention to 
the stars, we find still increasing beauty and 
variety. How beautiful are the double stars! 
Take, for instance, the beautiful clusters in the 
constellation of Tatirus. A star in one pair is 
pearly white, and its companion yellow. In 
another pair, we find one light red, and the other 
cerulean blue; a third pair, white and pale 
purple ; a fourth, white and lilac ; a fifth — ^and 
a very pretty pair it is — yellow and white ; a 
seventh is ruddy and green. In the constella- 
tion Andromeda we have a pair blue and violet. 
In Eridani we have bright yellow and flushed 
blue in brilliant contrast. So beautiful is this 
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pair, that a foreign astronomer calls them ' mag- 
nifici' and *superbi/ In Orionis we have a 
splendid object — ^pale yellow and sapphire blue. 
There exists around us, then,- a vast amount of 
materials out of which to form a beautiful world. 
We might also speak of triple stars ; of the great 
nebula of Orion, which, though appearing to the 
naked eye as a star in the sword of Orion, is a 
universe of light that would swallow up not 
only our solar system, but the stellar system, of 
which our sun is a member. All these are a 
display of the energies of that unlimited power 
by which we know that God can not only 
beautify the universe, but even make matter 
itself to think. 

But not only are there worlds of matter exist- 
ing in space, and composed of materials of differ- 
ing densities, the revelations of the telescope 
convince us that there exist in the recesses of 
the universe vast heavens of light I There are 
nebulae which the most powerful telescope will 
not resolve into stars. This, however, is not 
owing to their distance, but their peculiar con- 
stitution. The electric spectrum, which reveals 
the chemistry of the far-off stars, shows some- 
thing existing in the unresolvable nebulse which 
we cannot comprehend — something which is 
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foreign to all the known properties and elements 
of matter. We probably have no senses to 
appreciate it The recognition of the elements 
of these nebulae may require other or superior 
senses than the five we possess for comprehend- 
ing them. We know that there exists in the 
constellation of Orion^ as already intimated, a 
nebula of light, so vast in its dimensions, that, 
in comparison with it, the extent of the solar 
system — circumlocuted by Neptune, the outmost 
planet — is but as a speck. The heavens^ then, are 
not all stars. We find in them another sub- 
stance. But what is it } What is the nature of 
the unresolvable nebulx ? The spectroscope, 
which has fathomed some mysteries our colossal 
telescopes failed to reveal, tells us (1866) that 
they are ' luminous gas, unaccompanied by any 
solid form whatever;' but whilst the spectro* 
scope detects the nature of the matter existing 
in remote space, it cannot tell us what the 
constitution is of these unresolvable nebulae, 
which are termed 'luminous gas,' * glowing 
ether,' * phantom worlds,' and ' regions of light' 
The subject is very interesting, and greatly 
enlarges our conceptions of the nature of the 
universe. * Once let it be proved,' said a dis- 
tinguished writer in 1866, 'that there exists in 
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the universe an enormously difiused ethereal 
fluid, gathered here and there into fantastic 
forms of almost incalculable magnitude, and we 
immediately plant our feet on an entirely new 
field of astronomical research/ Before . Lord 
Rosse's gigantic telescope was constructed, it 
was presumed by La Place, and others, that the 
nebulae were matter in process of solidification, 
and would ultimately become formed into solid 
material worlds. Even Sir John Herschel, in 
i8ii, was of the same opinion, and regarded the 
formation of planets from nebulae in the same 
way, until subsequent discoveries showed the 
fallacy of such a theory ; and, strange to say, so 
ready is the mind of man to form conclusions 
respecting the beginning and cause of things, 
that the very revelations of the spectroscope 
have been considered by some living men as re- 
viving the * nebular hypothesis' to some extent. 
But nothing can be so speculative as the theory 
of the nebulous formation of solid worlds. Exist- 
ing things show us that it is one of the most un- 
warrantable conclusions ever conceived. We 
are not, let it be carefully understood, able to 
say that solid worlds are never formed out of 
matter existing in a gaseous or luminous form ; 
but that this is always the natural sequence of 
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all existing unresolvable nebulae, is greatly to 
be questioned. The very facts that some 
nebulae are resolvable into stars, that others 
are composed of gaseous elements unknown to 
us, and that we can form no opinion of the con- 
stitution of comet-matter, present difficulties in 
the way of re-establishing the * nebular hypo- 
thesis.' All the revelations of science — ^and they 
are proceeding just now with wonderful rapidity 
— show us that we do not understand the ele- 
ments of half the objects existing in space. We 
used to consider the universe as only containing 
stars ; but we now find, as we have just stated, 
that the heavens are not all stars, — that, indeed, 
as the stellar worlds themselves differ in their 
chemical properties (as shown by the electric 
prism), and in colour (as shown by the telescope), 
so do those unresolvable nebulae, those regions 
of ether, differ in form and constitution, showing 
us, that as matter is capable of existing in its 
solid forms under various beautiful combina- 
tions, so do those more spirit-like substances 
manifest themselves to our wondering eyes as 
existing properties, which, for diversity, novelty, 
extent, and magnificence, surpass all our pre- 
vious conceptions of the creations of God. 
We often gaze upon the stars of the firma- 
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merit, yet we cannot go into the open air on any 
clear night in the winter season without being 
again and again impressed with the sublimity of 
the heavens above us. Thus we exclaim, ' What 
a beautiful night ! How bright the stars shine V 
And if there is a time more than another, in 
which we are impressed with the vastness of the 
universe, it is on an occasion like this. We feel 
ourselves like travellers in a railway carriage, who 
think more of the scenes through which they 
pass, than of the limited space and company of 
the compartment in which they sit Looking 
upon these bright worlds, we forget human insti- 
tutions, authorities, cares, sufferings, and even 
death. We feel lifted above these things, and 
become identified with the majesty of eternity ; 
and sometimes we instinctively exclaim with the 
royal Psalmist : * O that I had wings like a dove ! 
for then would I flee away and be at rest' We 
feel that this world is but the * threshold of life,' 
and that the disembodied spirits of friends and 
relatives whom we have loved, have gone to 'range 
the bright plains ' of perhaps some of those upper 
worlds, far away from human suffering and the 
toil of this life ; that many of these beautiful 
worlds may stand in relationship to heaven as 
the cities and towns of England do to our own 
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metropolis ; and that, whilst the throne of the 
Deity may be set in heaven, the great metro- 
polis of space, other centres of attraction, govern- 
ments, ' principalities,' ' dominions,' and ' powers,' 
may exist in the bright worlds we call stars, and 
some of those regions of light called nebulae, for 
' the heavens and the earth are full of his glory.' 
We know that these worlds are innumerable; and 
when we look upon those within the reach of our 
vision, we are convinced that it would be incon- 
sistent with the law of diversity which we see 
here, to suppose that they were peopled with 
creatures, like ourselves, ' appointed once to die.* 
We can afford to adniit that some might present 
appearances similar to our own. But then, wt 
feel that there is surely something singular and 
exceptional in our world, to admit of the stupen- 
dous act of divine power and grace which we see 
revealed by redemption through Christ the Lord. 
We cannot think of redemption in other worlds 
upon the scale in which it has been accomplished 
for us; and thus we readily conjecture that there 
is something here, in connection with the creatures 
of God, which has thus signally moved the divine 
tenderness towards us, rather than we should be 
lost in our wretchedness. Here divine power 
and love are to be magnified in their triumph 
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over sin and death ; but we do not suppose that 
the Deity is manifested in the same way to 
creatures in other worlds. There is a moral 
wreck here, and ' the life-boat of heaven is sent 
to our rescue.' In other parts of the vast 
universe, the worlds of life may career in the 
sea of space in all their pristine order and beauty 
— ^pure, happy, deathless, and uncursed. 

HADES — THE INTERMEDIATE STATE. 

Many of the Christian fathers believed that 
heaven, the abode of angels, and the region 
where God supremely manifests his glory and 
perfections, was not opened to the righteous dead 
till after the ascension of our Lord ; but that, 
prior to this great event, they were detained in 
a preparatory abode, termed by some Hades, 
and by others Limbus Patrum, where the dis- 
embodied spirits awaited the coming and triumph 
of the Redeemer. Several of the fathers, how- 
ever, did not see sufficient reason for admitting 
that there was any difference made with respect 
to the happy dead after the coming of Christ, 
and therefore professed themselves advocates of 
the doctrine of an intermediate state, as it was 
first understood. Amongst these was Hilary, 
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who plainly says : ' There is a law inviolable for 
the souls of men to descend to Hades ; and for 
this reason Christ did it, and by it fulfilled the 
whole course and order of human nature.' Again, 
he said : ' Souls are retained in Hades until the 
day of judgment* It was also believed that in 
this spirit-world the good were happy, and those 
who had died in sin were miserable, — that, in 
fact. Hades was divided into two regions, which 
were separated by a gulf. There has, however, 
been some controversy on the subject ; but, 
certainly, this is a form of belief which is abun- 
dantly supported by the Scriptures. The Old 
Testament abounds with passages, which express 
this view of an intermediate state. One, how- 
ever, will suffice : * To-morrow shalt thou and 
thy sons be with me' (I Sam. xxviii» 19). In 
the New Testament we have a full and graphic 
account of this intermediate state, as recorded 
in the parable — if we may call it such — of the 
rich man and Lazarus. St. Peter also tells us that 
the spirit of Jesus Christ, being quickened, went 
to * preach to the spirits in prison ' (i Pet. iii. 19). 
Thus in the creed we say, * He descended into 
hell' It is important that we should plainly 
understand that the word translated hell in the 
New Testament is sometimes understood as the 
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intermediate state — Hades. When the place of 
punishment is referred to, the original word is 
yiivvtx, (Gehenna). Dr. Campbell, a very able 
biblical critic, has pointed out in his work, with 
considerable accuracy, that this word occurs in 
the New Testament about a dozen times, and is 
always to be understood as referring to the place 
of misery; but that the word S^r^q (Hades) refers 
to the intermediate state, which was divided into 
Paradise, the region of the happy, and fyemu, the 
place of misery. In the passage, ' How shall ye 
escape the damnation of hell ?' we have Kfmag r^g 
yemrjg. This Hades also is the New Testament 
translation of the Hebrew Skeol, When, there- 
fore, we say of Christ, ' He descended into hell,' 
we do not mean Gehefina, the place of misery, 
but into Hades, the intermediate state. The con- 
fusion that has occurred on this subject, is owing 
not only to the fact that our English translators 
have rendered the Hebrew word SAeol and the 
Greek word Gehenna^ frequently by the term 
hell; but the Greek word Hades, which is found 
eleven times in the New Testament, is, strange 
to say, in every instance except one, translated 
by the same English word, which it ought not to 
have been. 

But it seems quite demonstrated in the New 
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Testament, that the souls of the righteous are 
now no longer kept in a preparatory state after 
death ; but that, since the ascension of the Lord, 
heaven was opened to them. Our glorified Lord 
sitteth at the * right hand of his Father/ He is 
in that holy and supreme heaven referred.to by 
the apostle in the words, ' Whom the heaven 
must receive till the times of restitution of all 
things ;' and the happy dead are with Him. 
We may say briefly, that the words of the apostle 
are, * Absent from the body, present with the 
Lord ;' and again, ' But ye are come unto Mount 
Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable com- 
pany of angels ; to the general assembly and 
church of the first-born which are written 
(enrolled) in heaven, and to God the judge of 
all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect * 
(Heb. xii. 23, 24). The temple's veil is rent 

We attribute to the coming and accomplished 
work of Jesus Christ, the opening of the glories 
of heaven to the disembodied saints of God; 
and as the important oflices and conquests of 
our Lord are typified and represented in the 
Old Testament, so do we find passages in the 
old Scriptures which particularly point out the 
triumph of our Lord over the power of death 
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and Hades, and the glorious entrance into 
heaven which He gave the disembodied saints 
at his ascension. In Genesis xiv. we read of 
certain kings who took captive, amongst others, 
Lot (Abram's brother's son) who dwelt in Sodom, 
and also carried away his goods. The narrative 
then continues : ' And there came one that had 
escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew. . • . And 
when Abram heard that his brother was taken 
captive, he armed his trained servants, born in 
his own house, three- hundred and eighteen, and 
pursued them unto Dan, And he divided him- 
self against them, he and his servants by night, 
and smote them, and pursued them unto Hobah, 
which is on the left hand of Damascus. And he 
brought back all the goodsj and also brought 
again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the 
women also,. and the people. And the king of 
Sodom went out to nxeet him after his return 
from the slaughter.' This passage is looked 
upon as a type of Jesus Christ delivering the 
captive spirits of mankind who were in prison, 
or the reserved place, before his coming; and the 
triumphant conquest of the Redeemer, when He 
entered heaven, is further represented in Psalm 
xxiv. : * Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be 
ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, and the King of 
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Glory shall come in.* The hosts of heaven are 
then represented as singing, ' Who is the King of 
Glory?* to which is answered by others, 'The 
Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in 
battle.* Thus, then, as said elsewhere, ' He led 
captivity captive.' 

Here, then, we have another reason for be- 
lieving that the disembodied saint is 'clothed 
upon ' with a heavenly form, in order that the 
spirit might be brought into connection with 
heaven. Without such an investment, how could 
the spirit be brought into relation with the 
angelic world ? 

THE LOCALITY OF HEAVEN. 

« 

Respecting the precise locality of heaven, it 
must be unwise of us to spt^ky-^Jirst, because 
there are many worlds of whose properties and 
occupation we know nothing ; secondly y because 
there exist in our visible heavens nebulae — ^vast 
regions of light or matter, of whose constitution 
we can form but a slight opinion ; thirdly y be- 
cause we have no means of knowing the exist- 
ence of anything except that whict is cognizant 
to our five senses, and therefore cannot appre- 
hend spirit-substance, or that material — ^if we 
may use such a word — of which the forms of 
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angels consist, and the heavenly world is 
fashioned. More than this, if we could appre- 
hend any portion of the garniture of heaven by 
being able to see it, we should still be unable to 
understand what was the nature of the heavenly 
world. Supposing we had never seen this globe 
on which we now live, and we were shown a 
flower, or a coin, or one of its creatures, would 
the sight of such an object give us an appreciation 
of what this world was composed } Is it not as 
probable that, as the elements of our earth exist 
in a thousand pleasing forms, revealing matter 
under varied beautiful combinations, so the 
heavenly world presents to its inhabitants its 
elements existing under many pleasing and 
beautiful modifications.^ We can never find 
the heaven of heavens till angels carry us 
there, or God give us power to see it and 
occupy it. Probably, if we could fly through 
space with the speed of electricity, and employ 
ages in our search, we should never find that 
glorious pavilion so long as we had only our 
present senses. How unwise, then, to say where 
heaven is! We know, however, that it is a 
glorious world, a real world, a beautiful world, 
an imperishable world, for its beauties fade not 
away. It is an eternal world, and it is in some 
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respects a boundless world, because we may 
believe that the stellar universe, and even our 
earth itself, is part of heaven. 

The Rev. Richard Watson, in his Biblical and 
Theological Dictionary ^ says : ' It is an opinion 
not destitute of probability, that the construc- 
tion of the tabernacle in which Jehovah dwelt 
by a visible symbol, termed " the cloud of glory," 
was intended to be a type of heaven. In the 
holiest place of the tabernacle, " the glory of the 
Lord," or visible emblem of his presence, rested 
between the cherubims, by the figures of which 
the angelic hosts surrounding the throne of 
heaven were typified ; and as that holiest part 
of the tabernacle was, by a thick veil, concealed 
from the sight of those who frequented it for the 
purposes of worship, so heaven, the habitation of 
God, is, by the veil of flesh, hidden from mortal 
eyes. Admitting the whole tabernacle, therefore, 
in which the worship of God was performed 
according to a ritual of divine appointment, to 
be a representation of the universe, we are 
taught by it this beautiful lesson, that the whole 
universe is the temple of God ; and that in the 
vast temple there is " a most holy place," where 
the Deity resides, and manifests his presence to 
the angelic hosts and redeemed company who 
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surround Him. This view appears to be borne 
out by the clear and uniform testimony of 
Scripture ; and it is an interesting circumstance, 
that heaven, as represented by the "holiest of 
all," is heaven as it is presented to the eye 
of Christian faith, the place where our Lord 
ministers as Priest, to which believers now come 
in spirit, and where they are gathered together 
in the disembodied state/ 

We have reasons for thinking that the earth 
itself will, for a time at least, be assimilated 
to heaven, and, perhaps, with it some of the 
other planetary or stellar worlds. We do not 
speak of this with certainty, but say that it is 
possible and probable. In speaking of the future 
destiny of man, when the spirit is again associated 
with glorified material elements at the resurrec- 
tion. Dr. Dick, in his Philosophy of a Future 
State, says : ' Either, firsty the world we now 
inhabit will be new modelled, after the general 
conflagration, and furnished as a proper place of 
residence for its renovated inhabitants ; or, second, 
some of the globes now existing in other regions 
of space, to which the holy inhabitants of our world 
will be transported, may be allotted as the more 
permanent habitation of the just ; or, thirdy some 
new globe or world will be immediately created, 
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adapted to the circumstances of redeemed men, 
and adorned with scenery fitted to call forth into 
exercise their renovated powers ; or y fourth, the 
redeemed inhabitants of heaven may be per- 
mitted to transport themselves from one region 
or world to another, and be furnished with 
faculties and vehicles for this purpose ; or, ffth, 
after remaining for a certain lapse of ages in that 
particular world to which they shall be introduced 
immediately after the resurrection, they may be 
transported tp another region of the universe to 
contemplate other scenes of divine power, and 
afterwards pass, at distant intervals, through a 
successive series of transportations.' 

The opinion of Dr. Dwight is, that many of 
the worlds now around us are but in course of 
preparation, to be formed with our own into one 
great and magnificent world, when Jesus Christ 
comes to gather together his people, and make 
an end of death and sin. The words of St. Peter 
seem to point to this (2 Peter iii. 12, 13): 'The 
heavens being on fire, shall be dissolved, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat Never- 
theless, we, according to his promise, look for 
new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness.' 

Some of the above theories may be partly 
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correct As there are diversities of worlds, there 
may also be diversities of occupation amongst 
the happy creatures of God. We have said that 
some of these worlds above us may stand in the 
same relation to heaven as our cities and towns 
do to the metropolis ; and thus, as the gaudy- 
winged butterfly, emerging from the chrysalis 
attached to the stem of a plant, wings its way for 
miles in the sunshine, visiting this garden and 
that, dropping now on a rose, and then upon a 
geranium, or Canterbury bell ; so the disembodied 
spirit, emerging from this world, may, in the 
course of time, tour away with an angel's wing 
amongst the palatial worlds of space, and be for 
ever increasing its happiness and extending its 
knowledge of the great and sublime. There are 
happy associations on earth ; but how trans- 
cendently happy will those be where life is 
supremely enjoyed, — ^where the bright intelli- 
gences of heaven, beyond the power of human 
frailty and error, live, — and where more is known 
of Him who is the great Father of all ! 

We know, however, that there is now a state 
of celestial existence somewhere which answers 
to our conceptions of heaven. As we have before 
stated, the glorified body of Christ is somewhere 
and where He is is heaven. In all probability 



CELESTIAL MANSIONS. 237 

this heaven is far off. When the angel Gabriel 
was sent to Daniel, it was — the words imply — 
from a great distance. Gabriel was 'caused, to 
fly swiftly* (Daniel ix. 21), or, as it reads, in 
the margin, with weariness or flight. When 
our blessed Lord ascended, we read (Acts i. 9, 
10): 'He was taken np, and a cloud received Him 
out of their (the disciples') sight. And while 
they looked stedfastly toward heaven as He 
went up, behold, two men stood by them in white 
apparel, which also said, Ye men of Galilee, 
why stand ye gazing up into heaven 'i this same 
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen 
Hin> go into heaven.' These words indicate that 
the eyes of the disciples followed the ascending 
Saviour, and were stedfastly fixed upon the 
rising cloud of glory which received Him. They 
seemed to have watched this cloud for some 
time in its ascension through the heights of 
heaven ; and all the circumstances connected 
with this interesting event, lead us to think 
that the Saviour was parted from his disciples 
to go away far from them, and that the heaven 
He went to is at a great distance from earth. 
We seem also led to the same conclusion by the 
words of Scripture in reference to the Saviour's 
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second coming. When He comes, the living 
saints will be changed — transfigured — and, with 
the happy resurrected dead, caught up to MEET 
the Lord in the air, that is, in the mid-heavens, 
but out of the sight of persons on earth. Such 
a meeting of ascending saints with the coming 
Saviour, implies that the distance between the 
two localities from which the Saviour on the one 
hand, and the people of God on the other, com- 
mence their journey, are far distant. 

This is evidently the scriptural idea of the 
locality of heaven, and has been more par- 
ticularly the belief of Christians ever since the 
introduction of Christianity. The ancient philo- 
sophers also were accustomed to speak of a 
heaven as the habitation of the gods, in the 
most elevated region of the universe. Aristotle, 
Plato, and others, frequently alluded to a heaven 
far above the stellar worlds. Even the ancient 
Egyptians and the Persians taught this belief as 
a part of their religious creed. We know also 
that the Greeks and Romans spoke of an Elysium 
where the gods and semi-deified men existed ; 
and the purer the region was where the happy 
gods and deified men lived, the higher they sup- 
posed it to be. 
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CHAPTER XL 

THROUGH DEATH TRIUMPHANT HOME. 

IT is said that the multitude — for the 
hearers of the Saviour were at times 
very numerous — ^when they heard the 
statement of the Lord of Life, that ' God is not 
the God of the dead^ but of the living/ — as de- 
clared by the scriptural words, ' I am the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob,* — were astonished at his doctrine^ 
They had never before seen this passage of 
Scripture in this light ; and the demonstration 
of the existence of the disembodied spirits of 
the three patriarchs — living and conscious — ^now 
burst as a flood of light on their minds. Un- 
doubtedly, the other declarations of divine truth 
which fell from the Saviour's lips on this subject, 
also produced a great impression on the minds 
of his hearers. When, with holy pathos and 
earnestness, He asked, 'What shall it profit a 
man if he gain the whole world and lose his 

Q 
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own soul ; or, what shall a man give in exchange 
for his soul ?' would they not also be astonished 
at his doctrine, and reiterate the common ex- 
pression, ' He speaketh as one having authority ?* 
Again, how riveted would be their attention 
when He said, ' Fear not them which kill the 
body, but are not able to kill the soul; but 
rather fear Him who is able to destroy both body 
and soul in hell !' or, again, when showing the 
importance of making the salvation of the un- 
dying spirit the paramount business of life, He 
said, alluding to the successful grower, ' Thou 
fool ! this night thy soul shall be required of 
thee/ But impressive and convincing as must 
have been all the above declarations of divine 
truth, it is easy to imagine that all classes of his 
hearers would listen with almost breathless 
wonder, whilst from that Preacher, whose eyes 
commanded the heights of heaven, or pierced 
the depths of hell, they had presented a graphic 
picture of the spirit-world, to which the dis- 
embodied spirit of a poor penniless Lazarus 
had been borne in triumph on the extended 
wings of a bannered host of heaven ; and that 
restless place of woe, where, after his burial, the 
rich ungodly man lifted up his eyes in torment. 
The Saviour, and with Him the Apostle Paul 
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who was blessed with ' abundance of revelations/ 
and St Peter, were very emphatic in their de- 
scriptions of the disembodied spirit, and its con- 
scious existence after death ; but that the Chris- 
tian may expect complete deliverance in death is 
not only a direct testimony of the Scriptures, but 
a necessary result of that salvation which em- 
braces not only a deliverance from guilt, but also 
from the consequence of sin. Let us give a few 
instances of this. 

Near Whitby, in Yorkshire, there lived a pious 
man named Sinclair. He had a family of chil- 
dren ; and it was his great concern, and unceasing 
prayer, that they might be saved. Christopher, 
his son, when but twelve years old, felt a strong 
inclination for a seafaring life. Accordingly, he 
served an apprenticeship under the master of a 
ship ; but soon afterwards had some of his ribs 
dislocated — a misfortune from which he never 
recovered. It was a trying scene for his father, 
to see his youthful son in such afflicted circum- 
stances, languishing with pain, and without hope 
of recovery. It was more than he could well 
bear ; but, like king Hezekiah, he laid the whole 
matter before his God. He withdrew into 
privacy. Tears which had been suppressed now 
burst forth more strongly, and a prayer was 
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offered which shook heaven. The promise was 
pleaded: ' Call upon me in the day of trouble, and 
I will hear thee, and will deliver thee, and thou 
shalt glorify me.' The good man wanted two 
things for his son — ^preparation for heaven, and 
strength to bear the affliction. The prayer was 
answered. An excruciating pain, and a cough 
from which he suffered at times for three hours, 
were removed. There was also the greatest con- 
cern felt by the young man for conversion. With 
tears he asked his father to pray for him, and 
expressed fear lest he should die in sin. Even 
for thirty-six hours did he continue in this dis- 
tressed state of mind, and was afraid of going to 
sleep, lest he should die. The father had now 
to pray for converting grace ; and an uncle too, 
of whom the young mariner was very fond, 
was deeply interested in the case, and prayed 
fervently that the young man might receive a 
clear, comforting assurance of pardon. The 
blessing seemed to be delayed ; but as the uncle 
was bidding the sufferer good-night, after prayer, 
Christopher began to shout for joy. He was 
made inexpressibly happy. All his language 
was praise, and the fear of death was entirely 
removed. For some days he continued in this 
happy frame of mind, and was visited by many 
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friends. * Now/ said he, ' I want to be gone ; the 
thought of death is deh'ghtful. I can trugt in 
my Redeemer.' At the hour appointed for giving 
him medicine, he said, ' I think it is of no use 
taking any more. I have no desire to live any 
longer. I would rather by far die, that I may 
see and praise my Redeemer.' His father told 
him, that though there was no expectation of his 
being restored, yet they wished to ease him of his 
pain. * Pain !* said the young Christian, ' I have 
no pain ; I am all in a flame of love.* Early in 
the morning of the day on which he died, he 
said to his father : ' This has been the happiest 
night I have ever had ; and flow the blessed 
morning has come in which I shall go to Jesus.' 
When his speech failed, he smiled, and looked 
up to heaven. He then took hold of his father's 
hand, looked upwards, and seemed as though he 
would point to some object. He tried to speak, 
but could only say, ' Oh, see I see !' Suddenly 
his face shone, as if a divine ray of heavenly light 
rested upon him. This continued for more than 
five minutes, after which he exclaimed, ' I have 
seen Jesus and angels.' His uncle, who had 
been sent for, came in at the time, and to him 
the dying young saint said, ' I have seen heaven 
— the angels — I can speak no more.' The uncle 
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felt that there was a presence in that chamber be- 
yond mortal creatures. He knelt down, and whilst 
praying that a convoy of angels might carry the 
disembodied spirit to Paradise, the happy soul 
passed through death triumphant home. For 
some days afterwards, his friends talked to each 
other of the sudden appearance of the heavenly 
beam of light, which they recognised just before 
the young man died, and of the awe, yet peaceful 
feeling, they had of a gracious spiritual presence. 
The above account is a remarkable instance 
of prayer being answered ; and, perhaps, for the 
gracious manifestation of the presence of divine 
power, comes near to that recorded in connection 
with the death of St. Stephen. That the young 
man had a vision of heaven and the angels of 
God, appears true from the fact that his friends 
were suddenly conscious of the presence of divine 
glory — saw it, and felt themselves impressed 
with a comforting sense of God's power. How 
appropriate the poet's words : 

• A convoy attends, 
A ministering host pf invisible friends, 

Ready-winged for their flight, 

To the regions of light ; 
The horses are come — 
The chariot of Israel to carry thee home \^ 
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The sorrowing, yet rejoicing, friends of the 
departed saint probably felt soniething akin to 
the feelings of Jacob, when, after his vision of 
the angels, he exclaimed, ' How dreadful is this 
place ! this is none other but the house of God, 
and this is the gate of heaven/ Have we not 
ourselves often been reminded of these words, and 
have we not, in connection with the sanctuary 
of God, been led tb exclaim with Jacob, * Surely 
the Lord is in this place, and I knew it not?' 
Perhaps we were attending some, meeting for 
prayer. We have wondered at the liberty and 
holy love with which petition after, petition have 
been presented at the throne of grace. The 
Comforter has been present; and blest spirits, 
whom we saw not with our eyes of flesh, have 
also been there. We gladly witnessed the effects 
of the glorious Presence. The broken heart was 
bound up, liberty proclaimed to the captive, 
and the prison doors opened to them that were 
bound ; the oil of joy was also given for mourn- 
ing, and the garment of praise for the spirit of 
heaviness. We saw not the heavenly hosts, yet 
v/e knew that if the veil of flesh were removed — 
if some other inlet of knowledge were granted 
us superior to our five senses, which limit all 
our powers to the things of this world — then a 
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glorious sight of the enfranchised hosts of the 
empyrean heaven would burst on our view, and 
the sons of light, who now to our dim conceptions 
are as a shade or a mist, would be recognised as 
our superiors, not only for the purity of their 
nature, but the beauty of their form, the reality 
of their individuality, and the unfading and im- 
perishable nature of their existence. That they 
differ in the constitution of their being, seems 
evident from Scripture ; for He * who maketh his 
angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire,' 
seems to impart to some a highly refined ethe- 
realized body, by which they pass on their 
errands of love and mercy with the speed of 
lightning ; whilst to others He seems to give a 
form resembling that of the most beautiful of 
human creatures, for their bodies have been seen 
and handled, and to men they have appeared as 
their fellow-sojourners on earth. Indeed, there 
seem to be many forms of spirit life in the supe- 
rior abodes of God's happy, immortal, and in- 
telligent creatures ; and thus, as on earth, whilst 
man treads the solid ground, creatures of beauti- 
ful plumage sweep the air above, or sing in the 
floral groves around, so may the golden floor of 
heaven be occupied by immortal creatures, who 
tread its amaranthine bowers, and reflect the 
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bright effulgence of the throne of God, whilst 
above and around its bright emblazonry, and 
higher still in the heights of glory, angelic spirits 
may extend their lighter wings, radiating in the 
beauty, and circling in the lustre of heaven. 
The society of heavenly beings — ^holy, bright, 
and fair — enhances the joys of the celestial man- 
sions ; and the thought of their drawing near to 
us in the sanctuary whilst we sing, or coming to 
greet us on our passage to our heavenly home, 
cheers u^ on our pilgrimage, and smooths our 
dying pillow. Not far from Wellingborough, 
the amiable daughter of a Christian woman was 
laid on her death-bed. But 'her bed was made 
in all her sickness.' She was not a stranger to 
grace and to Him who is rightly styled the 
Lord of Life ; and thus, in what appeared to 
be a furnace of affliction, she shouted her Great 
Deliverer's praise. In the days of her strength 
she adorned the gospel, and proclaimed its power 
to save amongst her acquaintances. Not long 
before her departure, her mother was much dis- 
tressed in mind, owing to the sufferings of her 
daughter. In a few moments she exclaimed, 
with an ecstasy of joy : ' Mother, pray for my 
release. They are coming ! they are coming ! I 
shall soon be in heaven !' Her eyes caught a 



250 THROUGH DEATH 

glimpse of the heavenly squadrons that welcome 
and guard the disembodied spirit to Paradise ; 
and then, after one tender look at an affectionate 
mother, this youthful follower of Christ passed 
through death triumphant home. 

'There is one come now,* said a departing 
saint, near York, in 1852, alluding, it was sup- 
posed, to a guardian angel ivho was commis- 
sioned to escort his disembodied spirit to the 
better land. And in a few moments he exclaimed, 
in a holy ecstasy, * They are all here now ! I am 
going now!' and then his spirit fled.^ 

During the cholera epidemic in 1866, the wards 
in the London Hospital were witnesses of many 
gracious manifestations of divine power. There 
were wards expressly designed for the use of 
cholera patients, who were daily brought in in pro- 
portion to the convenience provided. Bouquets 
of flowers were sent by the Princess of Wales 
from Sandringham twice a week ; and the flower- 
sellers in Covent Garden daily sent some of the 
choicest fresh-gathered blooms to be placed near 
the beds of the patients. Money and medical 
skill were also freely provided ; but best of all, 
there was not a lack of sympathy on the part of 
those who were skilled physicians of the soul, 

* The Better Land, By the Rev. J. Dodswerth. 
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and who, in many instances, were the most 
needed There were several triumphant deaths ; 
and the scene which sometimes occurred would 
have changed the mind of the greatest sceptic, 
and caused him to loath the hardness of his 
heart. On one occasion, a young woman lay at 
the point of death. Near her pillow were some 
flowers which a poor man had purchased ; and the 
doctor, who had recently seen the patient, shook 
his head, in expression of the hopelessness of the 
case. ' Poor soul ! she is past hearing or knowing 
anything now,' said a nurse. ' Let me try,' said 
a Christian lady ; and bending close to the young 
woman's ear, even whilst the shade of death 
was spreading over the youthful countenance, 
whispered two verses of the hymn : 

* Other refuge have I none, 

Hangs my helpless soul on Thee ; 
Leave, ah ! leave me not alone, 
Still support and comfort me. 

All my trust on Thee is sta/d ; 

All my help from Thee I bring ; 
Cover my defenceless head 

With the shadow of thy wing.' 

* Hands,' says an eye-witness, ' which none ex- 
pected would move again, were clasped together, 
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and as if a fresh grant of life were given, she 
opened her lips to say, 'Jesus is mine ;'^ and 
then she passed through death triumphant home. 
In the patriarchal ages, long before the 
Israelites crossed the Red Sea, there lived a 
venerable man named Job. He was a righteous 
man ; but for the specific purpose of magnifying 
the power and grace of God, he was brought into 
circumstances of personal and domestic affliction. 
His property was taken away, his children slain, 
and his body loathsomely afflicted. In the midst 
of his deep afflictions, he cried from the depths of 
his heart: ' Oh that my words were now written ! 
Oh that they were printed in a book ! That 
they were graven with an iron pen and lead in 
the rock for ever!* His ardent wishes were 
gratified ; for, though they were not cut with an 
iron pen on the hard rocks, they have escaped 
the corroding tooth of time. But what was the 
declaration he thus longed to transmit down to 
the latest generations of men ? Was it the wail- 
ings of his heart over the ruined estate and 
blighted prospects of his being > Far otherwise ; 
it was one indicative of hope in despair, light in 
darkness, comfort in bitterness, power in weak- 

1 See Death and Life: Bnef Records of the Cholera Wards in 
the London Hospital. 
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nessy faith in the midst of a great wreck, and 
triumphant life in death. What he wished to 
have indelibly written was this : ' For I know that 
my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at 
the latter day upon the earth : and though after 
my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my 
flesh shall I see God : whom I shall see for my- 
self, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another.* 
It would be easy to imagine that the eyes of this 
poor afflicted man would run with tears when he 
made this testimony to his unshaken belief in 
omnipotent power, and his trust in the faithful- 
ness of his God. Surely Eliphaz, Bildad, and 
Zophar, after such a surprising declaration, rose 
up, and casting round them their garments, 
walked away confounded. More than this, the 
arch-enemy of mankind, by whose power, under 
the permission of Heaven, Job's sufferings were 
accomplished, would give up and own a defeat. 
Yea, death and hell would fly back in confusion ; 
whilst a voice came booming from the eternal 
throne : ' O death, I will be thy plagues ; O 
grave, I will be thy destruction.' David, the 
royal Psalmist, had also a prophetic vision of the 
Redeemer. His was one of the first revelations 
of the person, character, and kingdom of Christ 
which was made to man. It was productive of 
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ineffable feelings, and irrepressible ardour of 
mind ; and in the midst of his joyous feelings, he 
exclaims : * My heart is inditing a good matter : 
I speak of the things which I have made touch- 
ing the King.' He saw the incomparable dignity 
of the Redeemer, the excellence of his character, 
and the peculiar glory of his everlasting king- 
dom in granting life to men. ' My tongue,' he 
proceeds to say, ' is the pen of a ready writer ;' 
and then addressing himself to the King in all 
admiration and surprise, he bursts at once upon 
his subject by exclaiming, ' Thou art fairer than 
the children of men ;' and then, having thus 
recognised the Redeemer's glorious person, he 
joyously exclaims, respecting his gracious cha- 
racter, ' Grace is poured into thy lips ;' conlplet- 
ing the prophetic view by the recognition of the 
everlasting kingdom of Christ, in the words, 
'Therefore God hath blessed Thee for ever,'^ 

But the prophetic vision of the Redeemer 
which David had, was in a royal palace, and 
under the benign influence of the splendours of 
regal authority. It was not so with Job. The 

} Psalm xlv. This psalm is a most sublime revelation of the 
Redeemer's person, character, and kingdom ; and it will be seen 
that its bright prophetic light is reflected back in graphic lan- 
guage by the eloquent writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews. 
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lesson divinely communicated to the patriarch was 
one of another but not less glorious character. The 
vision to David was made to humanity crowned 
with honour, and enriched with temporal blessings; 
and the irrepressible ardour of mind which it pro- 
duced, was sung to the enchanting vibrations of 
the harp. Job's prophetic vision of the Redeemer 
was made to humanity sinking under the cumu- 
lative weight of all the sufferings which sin has 
heaped upon our nature. What a picture of our 
wretchedness it was ! There was no diadem on 
the brow ; but the shadow of death was there. 
Here was a man in helplessness and affliction ; but 
his heart was not hard, and thus, bathe^ in tears, 
he raises his sinking head, and exclaims, ' I know 
that my Redeemer liveth ;' and then, with a con- 
viction of the riches of the omnipotent power of 
his Deliverer, he proceeds: 'He shall stand at 
the latter day upon the earth.* Looking again 
at his afflicted body, the sufferer says: 'And 
though after my skin worms destroy this body, 
yet in my flesh shall I see God, whom I shall 
see for myself, and mine eyes ' — -these swimming 
eyes — ' shall behold, and not another.' 

But as the splendour of the stars is eclipsed 
by the refulgent beams of the sun, so is the 
experience of the people of God, under the 
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patriarchal and Levitical dispensations, lost in 
the superior glory of the administration of the 
new covenant. Christianity is not a mere belief 
in certain doctrines, and the observance of rites 
and ceremonies. It is a living, acting power; 
and there is no humble follower of the Redeiemer 
whose spiritual life has not commenced with a 
manifestation of Christ to his soul. Inspiring 
thought! There is not a true Christian upon 
whom the Lord of Life has not inbreathed 
the breath of spiritual life and union with him- 
self. 

Let us take another instance of Christ's power 
manifested in death. Near Leeds there lived an 
exemplary man. His conversation as a believer 
inspired his children with a reverence for God ; 
and his death was an example of faith triumph- 
ing over the terrors of the grave. The seed thus 
sown in his domestic circle sprang up, and his 
children rose up to call God blessed. One of 
his daughters, remarkable for the piety of her 
life and the amiability of her manners, was 
married to a Christian man, to whom she 
seemed much attached. But sickness came, 
and she had to give up her husband and all 
her earthly friends for Christ She was en- 
abled, however, to do this, and triumphed in 
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her departure. * One day/ says her biographer, 
* she sent for me in great haste. In an ecstasy 
of heavenly transport, she said, " Oh, I wanted 
to tell you that I have had angels here. I shall 
soon be in ^ory ; I shall soon be with Jesus !" 
I was not surprised at this, as I have known the 
Lord comfort his children by such displays of 
his power. She had not been asleep, and was 
perfectly free from any delirium. The next day 
I inquired of her again, and she invariably 
asserted her persuasion that these holy beings 
had been with her. As Jesus was precious to 

i her believing soul, she exulted with increasing 

confidence as the time drew near when she was 

I to see his face mthout a veil I never found 

her in the least repining at the prospect of her 
removal, although at so early a period of her 
days, and surrounded by all that was dear to 
her — her friends and her husband, who mani- 
fested extreme affection ; yet such was the 
power she had from God, that this heir of 
glory, perfectly released from mortal ties, con- 
tinually rejoiced in the near views of her eternal 
home. The solemn scene advanced, the long- 
- wished-for hour arrived, when, stedfast to the 
end, I saw her .^nk into the arms of God.' 

There are some persons who unhappily fall 

R 
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into the error of lowering the standard of truth 
to their own conceptions, and measuring the 
operations of heaven with the stunted wand of 
their own imaginations ; and thus they attribute 
to delirium all those manifestations of heavenly 
glory with which God at times favours his dying 
people. But how much better is it to regard 
them with gratitude, and as a demonstration of 
the possession of immediate glory by the disem- 
bodied spirit, as was undoubtedly the gracious 
intention , of the Divine Being respecting the 
triumphant departure of St. Stephen! Even 
the minds of some Christians are chilled with 
doubt, and their apprehensions of some of the 
most cheering Scripture truths are clouded with 
mist ; but they must not be surprised if others 
ascend the mount of Pisgah, and, above these 
mists, behold the promised land. 

But that angels do attend the death-bed 
scenes of the saints of God, is readily admitted. 
We know that they are deeply interested in the 
militant church, and, more than this, the Saviour 
spoke of angels carrying the disembodied spirit 
of Lazarus to Paradise. We need not therefore 
be surprised, that the glory which awaits the 
death of the righteous should at times come so 
near as to be partially manifested to the half- 
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glorified saint. All the people of God do not 
appear to triumph in death, neither do all of 
them rejoice alike in their deliverance from sin. 
Allusion has already been made to the different 
modes of conversion ; but we know that, although 
the administration may differ, the effect is the 
same. Lydia, whose heart the Lord opened to 
the gradual reception of the truth, was not a 
whit the less a Christian than the Philippian 
jailer, who was converted under a miraculous 
display of omnipotent power, the effect of which 
was that he tremblingly cried, ' What must I do 
to be saved ?' Inasmuch, then, as we witness at 
times some remarkable conversions — ^when the 
power of the converting grace of Christ is magni- 
fied, as in the case of St Paul — ^we have reason 
for expecting that the power of God will be 
sometimes signally displayed in the triumphant 
death of his people. But of this we are sure — 
and every careful observer of Christian experi- 
ence will bear testimony to the truth of the 
assertion — that the display of the converting 
power of divine grace is in proportion to the 
standard of Christian experience possessed and 
enjoyed by a community of Christians. A 
church whose members are nominal Christians 
—no matter how large in numbers — will hear 
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little of converting gtace, and still less of re- 
markable conversions. On the other hand, 
though the members of a community of Chris- 
tians be small, owing perhaps to a limited popu- 
lation ; yet, if it be a holy church, if its members 
are individually aiming at a high standard of 
piety, if they seek for a clear sense of acceptance, 
and to have their hearts filled and ruled by the 
Holy Spirit, despite the smallness of population, 
conversions will not be uncommon in number, 
and not unimportant in respect to a quickening 
manifestation of divine power. The same rule 
will apply in a great measure to the number and 
degree of triumphant deaths— the happy and 
remarkable disembodiment of the sanctified 
spirits of the saints of God. The power of 
Christ to save is magnified in conversion ; and so 
is his power gloriously magnified in giving life 
in the hour of dissolution, and conducting his 
people through death triumphant home. 

Jesus Christ is a Great Deliverer, and as such, 
* He is able to save them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by Him.' He delivers them from 
sin, and delivers them from death, or rather in 
death. Through his almighty power, as the 
Lord of Life, his people do not see death, do not 
taste death.' It is one of the great prerogatives 
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of his power, which makes Him so attractive and 
desirable in his people's eyes, that He is able to 
save them in death. When a mariner picks up 
a stranded vessel, and determines to save it from 
destruction, he repairs it, strengthens the weak 
timbers, and makes it replete with things need- 
ful. He rejoices over the acquisition to his 
wealth, and conducts the refitted vessel into the 
deep waters. But when the surging billows roll 
around, and toss against the ship, when the 
heavens gather into blackness, and the tempes- 
tuous wind sweeps through the rigging, does he 
abandon the vessel ? No ; he then doubles his 
attention, and puts forth greater energy. In a 
word, his care and interest in his vessel cease not, 
and ultimately, through his skill and power, he 
finally directs it into the desired haven. This is 
but a faint representation of the interest which the 
Saviour feels in his people. He is near them in the 
hour of need ; and when the storm of death comes, 
it is his voice that is heard amidst the swelling 
flood. It is his power they feel It is then that 
He proves himself their Saviour ; and his power 
to save is glorified in their deliverance. The work 
of salvation includes not only a deliverance from 
the guilt, but also from the consequence of sin ; 
hence, ' he that hath the Son hath life* 
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Let us further illustrate the subject One day 
two men were seen walking across the plain in 
the direction of Bethel. They were in earnest 
conversation upon subjects which left not a 
moment for them to think of whatever else 
was around them. The face of nature might 
have been never fairer than on that morning, yet, 
such was the absorbing interest of their discourse, 
that they had no leisure to look upon the vine- 
clad slopes, or the massy branches of the trees 
that crowned the summit of Lebanon. The voice 
of the planter and the horn of the shepherd were 
alike unheeded. The nodding flower, the hum 
of the insect, the song of the winged denizen of 
the woods and skies, or the still greater attrac- 
tion of the majestic river Jordan, flowing through 
the plain, until its waters were lost like a thread 
of silver in the distant blue air, were unnoticed. 
Ultimately, one of the travellers embraced the 
other, and then seemed desirous of parting. His 
companion, however, could not give him up. He 
still followed on, gazing with rapt astonishment 
on the face of his leader, and was loth to part. 
' Tarry, I pray thee, here,' said the first ; but his 
companion could not stay nor turn back. He 
clung to his friend's garments, and affectionately 
entreated that he might accompany him. Jordan 
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was crossed, and again the desire on the part of 
the first to separate was frustrated ; but as they 
thus went on and talked, a rushing wind was 
heard, and ' a chariot of fire, and horses of fire,* 
appeared in the skies. The interest of the scene 
was now doubled : a mysterious power separated 
the two friends. Elijah went up, and as the fiery 
steeds swept round and round in climbing the 
heights of heaven, Elisha, with uplifted hands, 
cried after Elijah, ' My father ! my father ! the 
chariot of Israel and the horsemen thereof.' Soon 
the heavenly squadron was out of sight, and the 
noise of the fiery wheels was lost. Elisha saw 
Elijah no more, for he had passed gloriously 
home. 

But glorious as was this display of divine power, 
there was no foe left subdued and vanquished ; 
and thus Elijah did not ascend to the empyreal 
mansions as a conqueror. He did not pass 
triumphant home. This is the privilege of the 
dying Christian. The power of Christ is glorified 
in his triumph, by not only a complete deliver- 
ance from the power of death, but also the 
bestowment of a glorious life to which his dis- 
embodied spirit is adapted. He passes through 
death WITH Christ ; and no fiery chariot or 
flaming steeds could compensate for the presence 
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of Him who has all power in heaven and earth 
at his disposal, in whom all the fulness of the 
Godhead is centred, and who, by his love, is so 
precious to his saints. By the power of Christ, 
and with Christ, the dying Christian is made 
more than a conqueror; and in the effulgent 
light of his Redeemer's presence, scales the 
nxpunt of God, and passes through death trium- 
phant home. ' You will soon.be in heaven,' said 
a weeping mother to her dying daughter. ' I am 
in heaven ; I am in heaven !' replied the trium- 
phant believer. Thus not * the chariot of Israel 
and the horsemen thereof,* but heaven itself 
seems to bow down to meet the child of God in 
death. The foes of a Christian are then all be- 
neath his feet. He is swallowed up in life. Clad 
in a vesture, as a son of God, robed with the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ, and filled with the 
love of heaven, through death, above the grave 
or beyond a flaming world, he passes triumphant 
home. 

All Christians are conquerors in death ; and 
though we do not in every case witness their 
triumph, their departure is generally peaceful, 
always hopeful, and often joyful. The following 
is an instance of this kind : 

The Rev. W. Janeway died weeping, he was 
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so sweetly impressed with a sense of divine 
comfort in death. He was much affected at one 
period, and said to his son : ' That fit of weep- 
ing in which you saw me, was a fit of over- 
powering- love and joy. Had that joy been 
greater, I question whether I could have borne 
it, whether it would not have separated soul 
and body. My heart is brimful ; I can hold no 
more. I bless God I can die.' 

* How blest the righteous when he dies, 
When sinks his weary soul to rest ; 
How mildly beam the closing eyes, 

How gently heaves the expiring breast ! 

So fades the summer's cloud away ; 

So sinks the gale when storms are o'er ; 
So gently shuts the eye of day ; 

So dies a wave along the shore.' 
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CHAPTER XII. 

CONCLUSION. 




E have acknowledged the existence of the 
Deity in the foregoing chapters, from 
reason and conviction, and asserted that 
the establishment of this truth, the nature of 
mankind, the abounding and emphatic testimony 
6f Scripture — from which we cannot swerve — and 
the experience of true Christians, form an in- 
dubitable proof of the existence of the disem- 
bodied spirit We have next considered, to some 
extent, the nature of that spirit; and alleged that 
it is clothed upon or invested with a spiritual 
form, in order that its powers may be augmented, 
and its existence adapted to the heavenly world 
into which it is introduced ; because, whilst it is 
true that the existence of the disembodied spirit 
rests upon the existence of God, it is equally true 
that the nature of that spirit must be in unison ] 
with heaven. Thus, as a spirit is not adapted to 
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this earthly existence without a material body, 
so is that spirit not adapted to heaven, considered 
as a substantial place and locality, without a 
spiritual form. All our ideas of the disembodied 
spirit must arise from our conceptions of the 
nature of the heavenly world; and as in the 
universe of God we believe in the substantial 
realities of a heaven, we must admit that the 
intelligent creatures occupying that heaven have 
form, feature, and powers of occupation. We 
therefore conclude that the words of Scripture, 
' Clothed upon with our house which is from 
heaven,* and ' clothed upon, that mortality might 
be swallowed up in life,' warrant us in thinking 
that that which constitutes the disembodied 
spirit a more glorious creature, is not only the 
removal of that which is mortal and perishable, 
but an ACCESSION of a higher form of being. 
The whole of St. Paul's writings show this ; for, 
whilst he admits our present bodies to be a 
burden and inconvenience to us in the perfect 
enjoyment and realization of spiritual life, he 
takes care, in speaking of its removal, to add : 
*Not that we would be unclothed, but clothed, 
upon.' Our ideas of the disembodied spirit are 
fixed too low, when we suppose its blessedness 
only consists in being delivered from a body of 
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weakness and corruption, and introduced into a 
state; for, whilst it is true that in this world 
mortality is connected with life, it is equally true 
that in heaven glory and power are added to 
enfranchised being. There is evidently some- 
thing added and bestowed, which is far superior 
to that which is removed. And this may be done 
in a moment. ' Behold,' says St. Paul, * I show 
you a mystery ; we shall not all sleep,' but we 
shall be changed in a momenty in the twinkling 
of an eye! God, we know, works in a variety of 
ways, in some instances with slow progression, 
and in others with instantaneous power. We 
therefore fairly presume, that when we put off 
this tabernacle, we are blessed with a glorified 
one which brings us to God and to heaven ; to 
witness and enjoy the boundless pursuits, the 
inexhaustible pleasures, the unsullied joys, and 
the glorious occupations of that celestial world ; 
in a word, to possess eternity as an inheritance, 
heaven as a home, and to see God, ' in whom we 
live, and move, and have our being.* 

^ It is evident that when the Jews spoke of death as a sleep, 
they referred to the body only. See i Thess. iil 14. 

THE END. 
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